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CONTEXT: Fee hikes by Private Schools, Detention of students, Accessibility & 
Affordability issues, Surveillance by Law Enforcement Authorities -  all point 
towards the serious issues confronting our School Education System.

Constitutional & Policy Framework
● Article 21A
● RTE Act, 2009
● NEP 2020

Present Status of the Public 
Education System in India
● Scale and Reach - 14.9 lakh ~ 10.2 lakh - 

U-DISE Plus 2021-22; >65–70% of 
school-going children ~ 12 Crores

● Public Spending on Education - 2.9% of 
GDP (2022–23); States - major share

● Infrastructure and Resources - DATA
● Learning Outcomes and Quality - 

ASER 2022 - Only 42.8% of Class 5 
students, Only 20.5% of Class 5 
students - steady ‘learning deficit’

● Teacher Availability - > 1 mn 
Vacancies; high percentage of 
contract/parateachers; Pupil-Teacher 
Ratio -  26:1

● Enrolment and Dropouts - DATA; 
Dropouts - Girls, SC/ST/OBC

● Digital Divide - < 30% - rural India - 
ASER 2021; COVID-19 - widened 
learning inequalities

Importance of the Public Education 
System
● Ensures Equitable Access to Education 

- ~70%; SEDGs - Acts as a ‘leveller’; ASER 
2022

● Promotes Social Justice & Inclusion - 
Constitutional Mandate; Shared 
Learning Spaces

● Safeguards Democratic Values - 
nurtures & inculcates values

● Reduces Inter-Generational Poverty - 
Poverty Elimination; Equips children 
with Vocational Skills

● Builds Human Capital at Scale - Lays 
the Foundation; India's demographic 
dividend; 250 mn - Largest

● Acts as a Check on the 
Commercialisation of Education - 
non-profit alternative; Protects from 
Exploitation

● Public Accountability & Transparency 
- unlike many private schools; SMCs 

Current Issues and Challenges in 
Education System
● High Dropout and Pushout Rates - 

“pushed out” rather than “dropping 
out”; Girls face higher dropout rates; 
Detention - School Rankings

● Impact of No-Detention Policy 
Rollback -  Post-Amendment (2019) + 
NEP 2020 - increased dropouts

● Fee Hikes and Commercialisation in 
Private Schools - “money-making 
machine”; Stratification of Schools
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● Inadequate Infrastructure and Basic 
Facilities - functional toilets, electricity, 
etc. - Learning Outcomes

● Teacher Vacancies and Training Gaps 
- Training, Pedagogical methods 

● Low Public Investment in Education - 
Below Global Avg. ; Target; Model 
Schools v. Regular Schools

● Policy Contradictions and 
Centralisation - RTE Act v. NEP 2020; 
NEP's model schools - PM SHRI 

● Criminalisation and Surveillance of 
Dropouts - Delhi Government shares 
dropout lists with Delhi Police; 
‘criminalising children’

● Language Barriers and Rote Learning 
- Mother-Tongue; alienates 
first-generation learners; Emphasis on 
rote memorisation

Way Forward: Strengthening Public 
Education in India
● Increase Public Investment in 

Education - Better Infra, Salaries, 
Learning Resources

● Ensure Full Implementation of the RTE 
Act - infrastructure norms; teacher 
vacancies, inclusion of disadvantaged 
groups

● Reviving and Strengthening the 
No-Detention Policy - Contradicts CCE 
- RTE Act; CCE-based progression 

● Improve Quality of Teaching and 
Learning - Universal in-service 
training, Enhanced Recruitment; Use 
mother tongue/local languages

● Curb the Unregulated Growth of 
Private Schools -  Fee regulatory 
authorities - Transparency; Strict 
Action

● Modernize Infrastructure & Reduce 
Digital Divide - digital infrastructure; 
Provide smart classrooms

● Prevent Dropouts and Pushing-Outs 
- Identify early warning signs; Avoid 
criminalising children; Expand NIOS

● Integrate Vocational Education - NEP 
2020 - skill development as an 
additional option

● Community Participation and 
Accountability - Empower SMCs, 
Social Audits.

Mains Practise Question:

“A strong and inclusive public education 
system is the cornerstone of social justice 
and democratic development in India, yet it 
remains underfunded and increasingly 
neglected.” Critically examine the present 
status of the public education system in 
India. Discuss the key challenges it faces 
and suggest a robust way forward.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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CONTEXT: Infectious diseases experts have flagged the overuse of a potent antibiotic 
leading to it losing its efficacy, and drug resistance.

The menace of 
Antimicrobial Resistance

What is Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)?
○ “resistance acquired by any 

microorganism against antimicrobial 
drugs”

■ Consequence - standard treatments 
- ineffective, infections persist - 
spread

○ natural phenomenon - bacteria 
evolve - drugs - less effective; 
Aggravated - Injudicious Use

○ ‘SUPERBUGS’
■ WHO - AMR - one of the top ten - 

threats to global health.

What are the Reasons for the Spread of 
AMR?

● High Prevalence of Communicable 
Diseases: tuberculosis, diarrhoea, 
respiratory infections, etc. 

● Overburdened Public Health System: 
Limits - laboratory capacity & 
targeted treatment.

● Poor infection Control Practices: 
Hygiene lapses in hospitals and 
clinics - Nosocomial

● Injudicious use: Overprescription; 
self-medication, incomplete 
antibiotic courses & unnecessary use 
- broad-spectrum antibiotics
○ Easy Access: Unregulated OTC 

availability
● Lack of Awareness
● Limited Surveillance: Difficult to track 

What are the Implications of the Spread of 
Antimicrobial Resistance?

■ Healthcare Impact: Can render 
antibiotics ineffective -increased 
mortality rates.

■ Increased Healthcare Costs: resistant 
infections - more expensive and 
prolonged therapies

■ Challenges in Medical Procedures: 
riskier - Surgeries, cancer 
chemotherapy, and organ 
transplants 

■ Limitations in Treatment Options:  
previously manageable infections 
become untreatable - fatalities
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CONTEXT: Infectious diseases experts have flagged the overuse of a potent 
antibiotic leading to it losing its efficacy, and drug resistance.

The menace of 
Antimicrobial Resistance

What are the Measures Taken to Address 
AMR ?

■ India:
○ National Programme on AMR 

containment
○ National Action Plan on AMR
○ AMR Surveillance and Research 

Network (AMRSN)
○ AMR Research & International 

Collaboration: ICMR Initiatives
○ Antibiotic Stewardship Program: 

ICMR - pilot project across India 
to control misuse and overuse of 
antibiotics in hospital wards and 
ICUs; DCGI

■ Global Measures:
○ World Antimicrobial Awareness 

Week
○ The Global Antimicrobial 

Resistance and Use Surveillance 
System

Way Forward:

● Public Education Campaigns: mass 
media, community outreach 
programs

● Antibiotic Stewardship Programs: 
track and optimize antibiotic use

● Regulation of Antibiotic Sales: 
stricter regulations on the sale of 
antibiotics 

● Expand AMR Surveillance: Establish 
a nationwide AMR surveillance 
system

● Develop New Technologies

Mains Practise Question:

“Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is not just 
a medical challenge, but a silent 
pandemic with economic, social, and 
developmental implications.” In this 
context, examine the causes and 
consequences of AMR in India. Suggest a 
multi-pronged strategy to address the 
crisis at national and global levels.”

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Q1. Which of the following best describes the 
term "Antimicrobial Resistance"?

a) The body's ability to fight infections without 
medication.

b) Resistance acquired by any microorganism 
against antimicrobial drugs

c) The process of creating new antibiotics from 
microbes.

d) A method to enhance immunity through 
vaccination.

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statement 
regarding the International Monetary Fund:

1. It was established in the aftermath of the 
Great Depression of the 1930s.

2. Its Board of Governors meets twice in a 
year.

3. IMF releases the Global Financial 
Development Report.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q3. Which of the following statements 
regarding the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) is NOT correct?
 a) It operates under the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare.
 b) It was established under the Food Safety and 
Standards Act, 2006.
 c) Importers of food products in India are 
exempted from obtaining an FSSAI license.
 d) It is the nodal agency for food certification in 
the country.

Answer: c

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Serious Fraud Investigation 
Office (SFIO)?

1. It is an agency established in 2015 to 
investigate corporate fraud.

2. It functions under the Ministry of 
Corporate Affairs.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and  2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q5. Which of the following statements 
regarding the Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organization (CDSCO) is NOT correct?
a) It works under the Ministry of Health & 

Family Welfare.
b) The Drugs Controller General of India is 

the head of the CDSCO.
c) It is responsible for laying down the 

standards for Drugs.
d) Its headquarters are located in Mumbai.

Answer: d
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