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ECI’s Justification of the move
● Clean electoral rolls
● Eliminating bogus voters
● Improve electoral integrity

Questionable Claims:
● Previously: National Electoral roll 

Purification & Authentication 
Programme, 2015:
○ 55 lakh voters removed from 

electoral rolls - Telangana & 
Andhra Pradesh

○ SC issued stay order - ECI 
forced to abandon the exercise.

● Voluntary is questionable:
○ “G. Niranjan v. Election 

Commission of India, 2023”: 
the ECI had assured the 
Supreme Court that 
Aadhaar-voter ID linkage is not 
mandatory.

○ Form 6B - voters must provide 
it or declare they do not have 
one.

○ Sept, 2023 - over 66 Crore 
Aadhaar no. had already be 
seeded.

● Erodes Commitment to Universal 
suffrage:
○ Attend in-person hearing 

before Electoral Registration 
Officer

○ Disables, Elderly, migrant 
workers etc.

● Against Principle of Procedural 
Fairness & Natural Justice:
○ SC in “Lal Babu Hussein and 

Others v. Electoral Registration 
Officer (1995)

○ Lack of clear, accessible & 
time-bound appellate 
mechanism, if justification for 
not submitting Aadhaar is 
arbitrarily rejected.

● Aadhaar not a proof of Citizenship:
○ Section 9, Aadhaar Act, 2016: 

residency-based identification
○ UIDAI: non-citizens residing in 

India for 182 days 
○ “K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of 

India, 2018” had limited the use 
of Aadhaar for welfare 
programmes Section 7 of the 
Aadhaar Act, 2016.

● Surveillance & Voter-Profiling:
○ Digital Personal Data Protection 

Act, 2023: exemptions to govt. 
entities

○ Cross-reference electoral data 
with other database - monitor 
voter- demographics.

● Subverts Principles of Constitutional 
design:
○ ECI - Constitutional body ( 

Article 324)
○ UIDAI - statutory body, bound by 

govt. Directives - Section 50 
Aadhaar Act.

● Unreliability of Aadhaar database:
○ CAG Performance audit Report, 

2022:
■ Cancellation of over 4.75 

lakh Aadhaar no.
■ UIDAI - not prescribed any 

specific proof to verify 
period of residence in 
India.

CONTEXT: The ECI’s renewed push to link Aadhaar with voter ID endangers the right to 
vote.
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Way Forward

➔ Regular Door-to-door verification
➔ Independent audits of Electoral rolls
➔ Functional Public grievance 

redressal Frameworks
➔ Independent oversights - Social 

audits
➔ Use technology to identify 

duplicates: Electoral Rolls Services 
Net (ERONet) - Unique EPIC.

Mains Practise Question

“The move to link Aadhaar with voter ID 
cards is seen as a measure to clean the 
electoral rolls, but it also raises serious 
concerns about privacy and exclusion.” 
Critically examine the objectives, benefits, 
and concerns associated with linking 
Aadhaar to voter ID cards. Suggest 
measures to ensure transparency, 
accountability, and protection of individual 
rights in this context.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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➔ Positive sense - people’s 
appreciation for their culture, 
language, region, etc. with a view to 
maintain an independent identity. 

➔ Negative sense - excessive 
attachment to one’s region, which 
may pose a threat to unity and 
integrity of the nation.

➔ How is Regionalism different from 
Nationalism?
◆ regionalism reflects a shared 

sense of identity among 
people in a specific 
geographical area.

Forms of Regionalism
➔ Secessionism: involves militant and 

fundamentalist groups advocating a 
separation from India
◆ Secessionist Groups active in 

J&k & North-east
➔ Separatism: demand for separate 

statehood within the Indian Union.
◆ Bodoland Movement in Assam, 

Gorkhaland for ethnic Gorkha 
(Nepali) people in West Bengal 
& Khalistan movement in 
Punjab

➔ Inter-State Regionalism: creates 
divisions among two or more states
◆ E.g. Disputes between 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 
over the distribution of Kaveri 
water.

➔ Intra-State Regionalism: a specific 
region in a state seeks autonomy
◆ E.g. Saurashtra in Gujarat, East 

U.P. in Uttar Pradesh, Vidarbha 
in Maharashtra etc

➔ Supra-State Regionalism: shared 
interests among people residing in 
multiple states,

Factors Contributing to Regionalism 
● Linguistic and Cultural Identity: E.g. 

formation of linguistic states in India, 
such as Andhra Pradesh for Telugu 
speakers in 1953.

● Economic Disparities: 
○ Uttarakhand from UP, a 

Jharkhand from Bihar and 
formation of state of Telangana 
from Andhra Pradesh.

○ Locals First policy - Haryana & 
Andhra Pradesh

● Political Aspirations: Sons of soil 
movement in Maharashtra. Regional 
political parties like TDP (Andhra 
Pradesh), DMK (Tamil Nadu), Akali Dal 
(Punjab).

● Geographical factors: Insurgency in 
states like Nagaland

Positive Impacts   
● Decentralised Governance
● Cultural Expression
● Economic Development
● Strengthening Federalism

Negative Impacts   
● Threat to National Unity
● Encourages identity-based politics
● Bargaining Federalism
● Effect on International Relations

CONTEXT: Amid mounting resistance, the Maharashtra government on Tuesday stayed its 
decision of making Hindi a compulsory third language from Classes 1 to 5 in Marathi and 
English-medium schools in the State.
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Way Forward

● Fostering National Unity:
○ North-Eastern Council, NITI 

Aayog & GST Council 
● Cultural Integration: “Ek Bharat 

Shreshtha Bharat programme”
● Inclusive Development
● Functional Autonomy

Mains PYQ

In the context of diversity of India, can it be 
said that the regions form cultural units 
rather than the States? Give reasons with 
examples for your viewpoint. (2017)    

Mains Practise Question

"Regionalism in India manifests in various 
forms and is driven by multiple factors. 
Discuss the different forms of regionalism 
and the factors contributing to its rise. Also, 
critically examine its positive and negative 
impacts on national integration and 
development."

CONTEXT: Amid mounting resistance, the Maharashtra government on Tuesday stayed its 
decision of making Hindi a compulsory third language from Classes 1 to 5 in Marathi and 
English-medium schools in the State.
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●  Section 69 states that “whosoever, by 
deceitful means or by making 
promise to marry to a woman 
without any intention of fulling the 
same, has sexual intercourse with her, 
such sexual intercourse not 
amounting to rape, shall be 
punished with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which 
may extend to ten years and shall 
also be liable to fine.”

● Section 69 of the BNS was introduced 
as a separate offence.

● Section 63 (Rape) of the BNS under 
circumstances falling under seven 
descriptions, out of which six are 
concerned with consent.

● Consent defined under Section 28 of 
the BNS is vitiated if:
○ given by a person under fear of 

injury, or under a 
misconception of fact, 
unsoundness of mind, or 
intoxication, or under 12 years 
of age. 

○ It therefore implies that false 
promise of marriage is covered 
under the generic term 
“misconception of fact” given 
in Section 28 of the BNS.

● Lesser punishment

Limitations set by Court:
● Differentiating between giving a 

false promise of marriage and 
committing breach of promise by 
the accused: 

○ Anurag Soni v. The State of 
Chhattisgarh (2019), has held 
that unless the accused has no 
intention to fullfil the promise of 
marriage right from the 
beginning, it would not 
amount to rape.

● Physical relationship must be 
traceable directly to the false 
promise made:
○ Rajnish Singh @ Soni v. State 

of U.P. (2025), the Court 
quashed the FIR and all the 
proceedings against the 
accused. The complainant had 
maintained a sexual 
relationship for about 15 years 
with the accused and alleged 
sexual abuse only on learning 
that the appellant had 
married another woman.

○ When a woman knowingly 
maintains physical relations for 
a prolonged period, it cannot 
be said with certainty that this 
was purely because of the 
alleged promise made by the 
accused to marry her.

● If on the date of developing a 
physical relationship, the 
prosecutrix was already a married 
woman, surrendering before the 
man on a false promise of marriage 
will not fall within the definition of 
consent obtained on misconception 
of fact. 



Context: Should India focus on 
manufacturing over services?
● Book: “ Breaking mould: reimagining 

India’s Economic Future”- Raghuram 
Rajan & Rohit Lamba

● China’s Structural transformation: 
○ Agri - low-skilled 

manufacturing - high- skilled 
manufacturing & Services.

● Why India should focus on Services?
○ Low value-addition in 

manufacturing: 
■ Smile-curve theory: 

design & sales high - 
value addition

■ E.g. Apple focus on 
design & innovation at 
one end & focus on 
marketing at other hand, 
while outsourcing 
manufacturing to other 
companies.

○ Crowded manufacturing 
arena:
■ China dominates 

labour-intensive 
manufacturing

■ Remaining marketplace 
divided b/w - Vietnam, 
Bangladesh & Mexico.

■ Foothold will not 
guarantee India’s 
industrial upgrading in 
the future.

SYLLABUS: G.S.3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of 
resources, growth, development and employment.
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 12
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● Manufacturing sector demands a 
highly skilled workforce:
○ Majority of Indians lack physical 

& educational qualifications 
required for world class 
manufacturing.

○ Many not qualified  for basic 
jobs on factory floor.

○ India concentrate on human 
capital of a relatively small 
qualified workforce, capable of 
participating in services.

● Why Focus on manufacturing?
○ US - Manhattan services hub 

depends on profits generated 
by industries like energy, 
defence, pharma & aviation.

○ Manufacturing sector share in 
GDP: 14.3% last year.

○ Populous economy like China - 
to thrive on global stage.

SYLLABUS: G.S.3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of 
resources, growth, development and employment.
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About NEERI
● National Environmental Engineering 

Research Institute, created and 
funded by the Government of India 
dedicated to environmental science 
and engineering.

● Functions under the Ministry of 
Science and Technology.

● Aim : strive for providing innovative 
and effective solutions for 
environmentally sustainable 
development

● Was established in Nagpur in 1958 
with a focus on water supply, sewage 
disposal, and communicable 
diseases, and to some extent on 
industrial pollution and occupational 
diseases found common in 
post-independent India.

● Five zonal laboratories - Chennai, 
Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata and 
Mumbai.

About Taj Mahal

● It is a mausoleum of white marble 
built by the Mughal emperor, 
Shahjahan in memory of his wife 
Mumtaz Mahal. 

● It stands on the right bank of the river 
Yamuna.

● The construction of the Taj Mahal 
was completed within a period of 17 
years from 1631 to 1648 AD.

● Chief Architect - Ustad Ahmad 
Lahauri.

● The Taj Mahal was declared a 
centrally protected monument of 
national importance in December 
1920.

● Considered as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World.

● It was inscribed on the list of World 
Heritage Sites in 1983.

● It is famous for its unique layout, 
perfection in symmetry and inlay 
work.

SYLLABUS: Prelims: Art & Culture
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 12
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Economy
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 17

Context: Recently, gold prices rise above ₹ 1 
lakh per 10 grams for the first time ever.
● Previously: Increase in gold Prices 

during Covid -  ₹ 50,000 in july 2020.
● Why Now?

○ Tensions b/w Trump & Fed 
Reserve: 
■ reducing Interest rates
■ After Trump unveiled 

plans to overhaul Fed 
Reserve

■ Uncertainty in US 
Monetary policy  - 
shaken investor’s 
confidence - global 
investors are retreating 
from US assets - 
Weakening of US $ lowest 
level since 20222.

■ Weaken $ - makes gold 
affordable to investors 
holding foreign 
currencies.

○ Escalating Geopolitical 
Uncertainty

○ Persistent Inflation

Why yellow metal prices 
are surging?
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding Aadhaar:

1. Aadhaar is considered valid proof of 
Indian citizenship under the Aadhaar Act, 
2016.

2. The UIDAI can issue Aadhaar to 
non-citizens residing in India for 182 
days.

3. UIDAI is governed by government 
directives under Section 50 of the 
Aadhaar Act.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer. b

Q2. Match the following forms of regionalism 
in India with their definitions:

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1
b) A-2, B-4, C-1, D-3
c) A-1, B-3, C-2, D-4
d) A-4, B-1, C-3, D-2

Answer: d

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding NEERI (National Environmental 
Engineering Research Institute):

1. NEERI was established in 1958 in Chennai 
to address industrial pollution.

2. It operates under the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Climate Change.

3. NEERI aims to provide innovative & effective 
solutions for sustainable development.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer. a

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding why India should focus on the 
services sector:

1. There is high value-addition in 
manufacturing.

2. China’s dominance in labour-intensive 
manufacturing creates a challenging 
environment for India.

3. India’s manufacturing sector faces 
limitations due to the requirement of a 
highly skilled workforce.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q5. Regarding Section 28 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), consider the following 
statements:

1. Consent is considered vitiated if given 
under fear of injury, misconception of 
fact, intoxication, unsoundness of mind.

2. The false promise of marriage is covered 
under the generic term “misconception 
of fact”.

3. Consent obtained from a minor (below 
12) is considered valid.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a
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Type Definition

A. Secessionism 1. Demand for separate statehood 
within the Indian Union

B. Separatism 2. Shared interests among people 
residing in multiple states

C. Intra-State 
Regionalism

3. Region within a state seeks 
greater autonomy

D. Supra-State 
Regionalism

4. Militant groups advocating for 
separation from India




