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CONTEXT: The northeastern region is at the heart of many key Indian policies — it 
could be ‘neighbourhood’ first, Act East or BIMSTEC.

Northeast Region: Gateway to 

Southeast Asia:
● ‘land of seven sisters’
● Wide Range - Physiographic and 

Climatic Conditions
● 3.8% - 8%
● Dominance - Tribal Groups
● 6th Schedule
● Neighbouring Countries - Siliguri 

Corridor
● Integration - NE India
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CONTEXT: The northeastern region is at the heart of many key Indian policies — it 
could be ‘neighbourhood’ first, Act East or BIMSTEC.

Significance of North East for India

● Strategic Geopolitical Location: 
‘land-bridge’ - Gateway to East; NE 
States - eastward engagement; 
Projects - IMT; Kaladan - ‘More than 
just connectivity’

● Rich Biodiversity and Natural 
Resources: One of BHs - endemic & 
rare; diverse ecosystems; Reserves of 
HCs, HP Potential, “TOT”

● Cultural Diversity: >200 ETs; popular 
festivals; folk dances; sacred groves - 
India's pluralistic identity - cultural 
heritage - CT

● Agricultural and Horticultural 
Potential: diverse agro-climatic - 
significant potential

● Human Resource: high literacy rate - 
demographic dividend

Major Challenges - India’s Northeast 
Region

● Persistent Insurgency and Ethnic 
Conflicts: Despite peace accords - 
Manipur and parts of Nagaland; 
inter-ethnic relations; hinder 
development and investments

● Agricultural Challenges: Sikkim - OF 
-Limited - Various factors

● China's Growing Influence and 
Border Disputes: China's claims - its 
infrastructure development; growing 
economic influence

● Climate Change and Environmental 
Degradation: GW - CC - Weather 
Patterns - Assam Floods
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● Infrastructure Deficit and 
Connectivity Issues: Road & Rail; 
slow progress of key projects - IMT; 
Impacts Social dimensions

● Economic Underdevelopment and 
Unemployment: limited 
industrialization; NEIDS, 2017; High 
youth unemployment -Fuels social 
unrest 

● Drug Trafficking and Cross-border 
Crime: proximity - Golden Triangle 
- surge in drug seizures; drug 
addiction 

● Political Instability and 
Governance Issues: Frequent 
changes in government - Policy 
Paralysis; Controversies - CAA

Ways to Strengthen Integration of 
Northeast India

■ "Northeast to Southwest" 
Cultural Exchange Program: 
Students, Artists, Businessmen - 
Personal & Commercial 

■ "Digital Silk Road" Initiative: 
cutting-edge digital 
infrastructure - digital innovation; 
specialized digital skills - connect 
further to SEA

■ Transnational Indigenous 
Knowledge University: studying 
and preserving indigenous 
cultures, traditional medicine, 
etc. ; “cultural and intellectual 
bridge”

■ Northeast Olympic Training 
Center: sports enthusiasts - NE; 
national and international 
attention.

■ Floating Markets Tourism 
Circuit: unique Indian twist - 
major tourist attraction

■ Bamboo Revolution Program: 
‘cultivation and product 
development’ in the Northeast - 
eco-friendly innovation

■ Himalayan Medicinal Research 
Corridor: specialized R&D 
corridor - traditional Himalayan 
medicine

■ Autonomous Vehicle Testing 
Ground: challenging terrains. - 
attract global auto and tech 
companies

Mains Practise Questions:
“The Northeastern region of India holds 
immense strategic, cultural, and 
economic significance for the country. 
However, it continues to face a range of 
challenges that hamper its full 
integration into the national 
mainstream. Discuss the importance of 
the Northeastern region for India, the 
key challenges it faces, and suggest a 
holistic way forward.”
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Appointment of SC Judges
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CONTEXT: CJI Sanjiv Khanna, who is set to retire on May 13, on Wednesday 
recommended Justice B.R. Gavai to the government for appointment as the 52nd CJI.

Appointment of SC Judges

How are Supreme Court Judges 
Appointed?
■ Composition and Strength of the 

Supreme Court:
○ Originally -SC -  eight judges 

(one CJ and seven others).
○ The Parliament - increased 

the number of judges 
○ The current strength -  34 

judges (one CJ and 33 
others)

■ Qualifications for Appointment as 
a Judge:
○ According to Article 124(3), a 

person can be appointed as 
a judge of the Supreme Court 
if he or she:
● A person must be a 

citizen of India.
● Must have served as a 

judge of a HC for at 
least five years or two 
such courts in 
succession.

● Alternatively, must 
have been an 
advocate of a High 
Court for at least ten 
years or two or more 
such courts in 
succession.

● Must be a 
distinguished jurist in 
the opinion of the 
president.

■ Appointment:
○ The Judges of the SC are 

appointed by the President 
under clause (2) of Article 124 
of the Constitution.
● The President consults 

with judges of the SC & 
HCs  to make informed 
appointments.

■ Oath of Office:
○ Every appointed judge must make 

and subscribe to an oath before the 
President or an appointed person.

○ The oath includes commitments to 
uphold the Constitution, 
sovereignty and integrity of India, 
and perform duties without fear or 
favor.

■ Tenure and Resignation:
○ There is no prescribed minimum 

age limit for a judge's appointment.
○ A judge of the SC serves until they 

reach the age of 65 years.
● However, a judge may resign 

before reaching the age of 65 
years by tendering their 
resignation 

● to the President.
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recommended Justice B.R. Gavai to the government for appointment as the 52nd CJI.

Appointment of SC Judges

■ Collegium System for Judicial 
Appointments:
○ Judges of the higher judiciary 

are appointed through the 
collegium system.
● The collegium, consisting 

of the Chief Justice of 
India and the four 
senior-most judges of 
the Supreme Court, 
decides on 
appointments, 
elevations, and transfers 
of Judges.

● The term "collegium" is 
not mentioned in the 
Indian Constitution but 
has been established 
through judicial 
pronouncements.

Evolution of Collegium System:
■ First Judges Case (1981): “primacy” of 

the CJI’s recommendation - refused 
for “cogent reasons.” - Primacy to 
Executive 

■ Second Judges Case (1993): SC 
introduced - Collegium system - 
“consultation” = “concurrence”; not 
the CJI’s individual opinion - 
consultation with the two senior-most 
judges SC

■ Third Judges Case (1998): SC - 
President's reference - expanded the 
Collegium - five-member body

■ Fourth Judges Case (2015): The 99th 
CAA, 2014 and JAC Act, 2014 - 
replaced collegium system - NJAC; 
SC - Unconstitutional

Memorandum of Procedure (MoP): 
❖ The MoP is the list of rules and 

procedures for the appointment of 
judges to the SC & HCs. It is a 
document framed by the 
government and the judiciary 
together.

❖ The Union government framed an 
MoP on 30 June 1999.

❖ It states that all appointments of 
judges to the Supreme Court must be 
recommended by the Collegium, 
composed of the Chief Justice of 
India and the four senior-most 
judges of the Supreme Court. This 
recommendation is then sent to the 
central government. The law minister 
will forward it to the prime minister, 
who is to advise the President on the 
appointment.

Revised MoP: In 2015, the Supreme Court 
instructed the central government to 
develop a new MoP to ensure transparency 
in the collegium’s proceedings. In 2017, 
although the MoP was finalized, the 
government did not adopt it, citing a need 
to reconsider the matter.

Mains Practise Question:
“What do you mean by “Collegium 
System? Elaborate upon the various 
cases which led to the evolution of 
Collegium System?”

(10 Marks, 150 words)

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/n-v-ramana-48th-chief-justice-of-india
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World Trade Organization: 

■ About: WTO is an international 
institution formed to regulate the 
rules for global trade among nations.  
○ It was formed under the 

Marrakesh Agreement signed 
on 15th April 1994 by 123 
countries after the Uruguay 
Round negotiations (1986-94) 
of the GATT, leading to the birth 
of WTO in 1995. 

○ WTO succeeded the GATT 
which had regulated world 
trade since 1948. 
● GATT focused on trade in 

goods, while WTO covers 
trade in goods, services, 
and intellectual property, 
including creations, 
designs, and inventions. 

■ Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland. 
■ Members: 166 countries, representing 

98% of global trade. 
■ Key Bodies: 

○ MC: Highest decision-making 
authority. 

○ DSB: Resolves trade disputes.

Key WTO Agreements: 
○ TRIMS: Prohibits measures that 

discriminate against foreign 
products, e.g., local content 
requirements. 

○ TRIPS: Resolves disputes over 
intellectual property rights. 

○ AoA: Promotes agricultural 
trade liberalization, focusing on 
market access and domestic 
support. 

○ Other Agreements: 
● SPS
● GATS
● GATT



              

                 
              Type 5 Diabetes

The 
Analyst 
Handout

17th April 2025

SYLLABUS :  GS 2: Health
Newspaper : Indian Express  Page Number : 11



NCERT
The 

Analyst 
Handout

17th April 2025

SYLLABUS :  GS  Paper 2: Education
Newspaper : Indian Express   Page Number : 8

About NCERT:

● The NCERT is an autonomous organisation set up in 1961 under the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860 by the Government of India to assist and advise the Central 
and State Governments on policies and programmes for qualitative improvement 
in school education. 

● The major objectives of NCERT and its constituent units include:
● undertake, promote and coordinate research in areas related to school 

education;
● prepare and publish model textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, 

journals and develops educational kits, multimedia digital materials, etc.
● organise pre-service and in-service training of teachers; develop and 

disseminate innovative educational techniques and practices;
● collaborate and network with state educational departments, universities, 

NGOs and other educational institutions;
● act as a clearing house for ideas and information in matters related to 

school education; and act as a nodal agency for achieving the goals of 
Universalisation of Elementary Education.

● As per the NEP 2020, it acts as the nodal agency to develop National 
Curriculum Frameworks NCFs for ECCE.

● The NCERT has been granted the status of deemed to be university by the Central 
Government recently for its excellence in a new or emerging area of knowledge. 

● NCERT is an implementation agency for bilateral cultural exchange programmes 
with other countries in the field of school education.



Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the 
appointment of Supreme Court judges:

1. As per the Constitution, a person must be a 
distinguished jurist, in the president's opinion, 
to be appointed as an SC Judge.

2. Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed 
through the collegium system, which consists 
of four members.

3. The term "collegium" is explicitly mentioned in 
the Indian Constitution.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
the National Commission for Women:

1. It is an autonomous and statutory body 
established in 1992.

2. The Chairperson and every Member hold the 
office for five years.

3. The Central Government can remove the 
Chairperson or any Member, but only after 
giving them a fair opportunity to be heard.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 Only
b) 1 and 3 Only
c) 2 Only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q3. Which of the following statements regarding 
the NCERT is NOT correct?

a) It was established in 1961 under the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860.

b) It conducts and promotes research in school 
education.

c) It has recently been granted 'deemed to be a 
university' status by the UGC.

d) It provides both pre-service and in-service 
teacher training.

Answer: c

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 
languages listed in the 8th Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution:

1. Languages in the Eighth Schedule are 
automatically recognised by the Sahitya 
Akademi as eligible for literary honours and 
support.

2. These languages are also used in various 
all-India level competitive examinations for 
admission to higher and technical 
education.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q5. Consider the following statement regarding 
the WTO:

1. It succeeded the GATT, which had regulated 
world trade since 1948. 

2. Its headquarters are located in The Hague, 
Netherlands.

3. TRIPS Agreement recognises that certain 
investment measures can restrict and 
distort trade.

How many of the above statements is/are NOT 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b
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