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CONTEXT: Recently the Electronics & IT Minister that highlighted that our next target is 
to design software in India so that we can transform India from a “Manufacturing hub” 
into a full-fledged electronics design & manufacturing centre.
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Manufacturing landscape
● China leads with 28.4% of global 

output, followed by the USA (16.6%).
● India - 3.3% of the global share.

Significance:
● Economic Contribution: 

○ 13 - 17.7% to GDP.
○ Global electronics finished 

goods market is projected to 
grow at a 5% CAGR, USD 3.5 
trillion by the 2030.

● Supply Chain Shift
● India’s Potential
● Boosting Exports:

○ electronics production nearly 
doubled from USD 48 billion in 
FY17 to USD 101 billion in FY23.

○ expected to reach $120 Bn by 
FY26.

Challenges  
● Low participation in GVCs
● Relatively high import tariffs:

○ 7.5% (compared to China’s 4%, 
Malaysia’s 3.5%, and Mexico’s 
2.7%)

● Lack of Robust Electronics 
Component Ecosystem

● Low R&D
● Skill Gap
● Environmental Sustainability

Government Initiatives
● PLI Schemes: Large Scale Electronics 

Manufacturing and  IT Hardware
● Modified Electronics Manufacturing 

Clusters (EMC 2.0)
● 100% FDI is allowed under the 

automatic route
● Setting up of Semiconductor Fabs
● Scheme for Promotion of 

Manufacturing of Electronic 
Components and Semiconductors 
(SPECS).
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Way forward
● Increasing Scalability
● Industry academia collaborations
● Increasing Flexibility
● Public-private partnership
● Need to rationalize the import tariffs

Mains Practise Question
"Despite various policy initiatives, India’s 
electronics manufacturing sector 
continues to face significant challenges. 
Analyze the key obstacles and suggest 
measures to enhance the sector's global 
competitiveness."

(15 Marks, 250 words)



CONTEXT: In his recent Mann ki Baat episode PM highlighted that how languages 
& regions  differ but festival show unity in Diversity.

Unity in Diversity
The 

Analyst 
Handout

31st March, 2025

What it implies ? 
● The term ‘diversity’ emphasizes 

differences rather than inequalities.
● Unity means integration.
● “unity without uniformity” and 

“diversity without fragmentation”.
●

Forms of diversity:
● Geographical Diversity: 8% of all 

recorded species.
● Religious Diversity: 

○ Hindus (82.41%), Muslims (11.6%), 
Christians (2.32%), Sikhs (1.99%), 
Buddhists (0.77%) and Jains 
(0.41%).

● Caste Diversity: 3,000 Jatis in India
● Language Diversity:

○ Austric family– Santhal, 
Munda, Ho, etc.

○ Dravidian family -Telugu, 
Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam, 
etc.

○ Sino-Tibetan family– 
Sikkimese, Sikkimese, Bodo, etc.

○ Indo-European family– Hindi, 
Punjabi, Sindhi, Marathi, etc

● Racial Diversity: Indo-Aryans, 
Dravidians, and Mongoloids.

Factors that threaten India’s Unity
● Geographical isolation
● Regionalism: Son of soil
● Inter-state conflicts
● Communalism
● Language related issues
● Forced assimilation and cultural 

homogenization

 Factors Leading to Unity amidst 
Diversity  
● Climatic integration via monsoon
● Constitutional identity
● Dual-language framework
● Culture of pluralism and mutual 

respect
● Economic Integration
● Sports and Cinema

Mains Practise Question
"India's unity in diversity is both its strength 
and its challenge." Discuss with suitable 
examples.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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About AIJS:
● Article 312(1) - Rajya Sabha is 

required to pass a resolution 
supported by not less than 
two-thirds of its members present 
and voting.

● Thereafter, Parliament can by 
simple majority amend Article 
233 to create an AIJS .

● Article 312 (3) - The all-India 
judicial service referred to in 
clause (1) shall not include any 
post inferior to that of a district 
judge as defined in article 236.

● A district judge can include a city 
civil court judge, additional district 
judge, joint district judge, assistant 
district judge, chief judge of a 
small cause court, chief 
presidency magistrate, additional 
chief presidency magistrate, 
sessions judge, additional 
sessions judge, and assistant 
sessions judge.

● The recruitment and conditions 
which are put forward for persons 
appointed to All India services can 
be regulated by the Parliament 
as it enacted the All India Service 
Act, 1951.

● It does not require an 
amendment of the Constitution, 
under Article 368.
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Context: Study - “Long-term impact & 
biological recovery in a deep -sea mining 
track” published in journal Nature.

Findings of Study:
● A strip of Pacific Ocean seabed 

mined in 1979 for polymetallic 
nodules has still not recovered.

● Long term sediment changes
● Impact on biodiversity

Previous Studies:
● Mining below 200 metres - harmful 

noise, light pollution.
● 2023 - Journal “Current Biology”

Significance of Study:
● Onshore reserves depleted
● Last week, 36 countries, attended 

council meeting - International 
Seabed Authority - Jamaica - 
“mining companies should be 
allowed to extract metals”

About Deep Sea Mining?
● involves removing mineral deposits 

and metals from the ocean’s seabed.
● Three types:

○ Taking deposit-rich 
polymetallic nodules off the 
ocean floor

○ Mining massive seafloor sulfide 
deposits

○ Stripping cobalt crusts from 
rock.

● contain materials, such as nickel, 
rare earths, cobalt and more, that 
are needed for batteries and other 
materials used in tapping Renewable 
Energy and also for everyday 
technology like cellphones and 
computers.

● Options explored:
○ Massive pumps
○ Developing AI - Tech robots - 

pluck nodules
○ Advanced machines mine 

minerals offside huge 
underwater mountain & 
Volcanoes.

About International Seabed 
Authority
● Autonomous organization within the 

United Nations.
● Headquarters - Kingston, Jamaica.
● All States parties to the 1982 UNCLOS 

are members of the Authority, 
amounting to 168 members, 
including the European Union.

● It is one of the three international 
institutions established by UNCLOS.

● Primary function is to regulate 
exploration for, and exploitation of 
deep seabed minerals found in 'the 
Area', which is defined by the 
Convention as the seabed and 
subsoil beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction.
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PYQ. Consider the following statements: (2021)

1. The Global Ocean Commission grants licences for seabed exploration and mining 
in international waters.

2. India has received licences for seabed mineral exploration in international waters

3. ‘Rare earth minerals’ are present on the seafloor in international waters.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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Context: A week before Environment 
Ministry notified the Green Credit Rules on 
12th October, 2023 the Law Ministry  has 
cautioned that the EPA, 1986 did not 
support the “business - model” for 
exchange of green credits for 
compensatory afforestation.

About Green Credit Programme:
● To take ahead the 'LiFE', 2023.
● Innovative market-based 

mechanism designed to incentivize 
voluntary environmental positive 
actions -  like individuals, 
communities, private sector 
industries.

● Administrator - Indian Council of 
Forestry Research and Education

● Credits can be traded on a domestic 
platform to meet legal obligations 
such as Compensatory afforestation.

● Green Credit Registry and trading 
platform, being developed by ICFRE .

● Concerns - Green Deserts

➔ Environment Ministry pointed out 
“Extended Producer Responsibility”.

➔ Law Ministry Concerns:
◆ EPR - obligatory v/s GCP - 

Voluntary
◆ Amending EPA following all due 

process - Like Energy 
Conservation Act amended in 
2023.
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About Mahabodhi Temple Complex
● It is one of the four holy sites related 

to the life of the Lord Buddha, and 
particularly to the attainment of 
Enlightenment (Bodhi).

● The other three are: 
○ Lumbini (Birth) in Nepal 
○ Sarnath 

(Dharma-Chakra-Pravartana - 
1st Sermon) 

○ Kushinagar 
(Mahaparinirvana- death) in 
Uttar Pradesh.

● The first temple was built by 
Emperor Asoka in the 3rd century 
B.C., and the present temple dates 
from the 5th or 6th centuries.
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● It is one of the earliest Buddhist 
temples built entirely in brick, still 
standing from the late Gupta period, 
and it is considered to have had a 
significant influence in the 
development of brick architecture.

● Ashoka’s stone slab purporting to 
mark the exact position where the 
Buddha sat is traditionally called the 
Buddha’s vajrasana (literally 
“diamond throne” or “thunder seat”).

● Recognized as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 2002.

Context: Beginning February, nearly 100 
Buddhist monks under the All India 
Buddhist Forum are protesting and are 
demanding a repeal of the Bodh Gaya 
Temple Act , 1949.

Timeline:
● 3rd Century - Ashoka built it
● 629 AD - Hiuen Tsang visited during 

reign of Harshavardhana.
● 13th Century - Invasion of Bakhtiyar 

Khilji - ended Pala rule

● 1590 - Akbar’s reign - Hindu monk 
established “Bodh Gaya mutt”.

● 1949 - BTA passed by Bihar Assembly:
○ Control: Transferred from 

Hindu’s to New Management 
Committee.

○ Equal number of Buddhists 
and Hindus. 

○ Local district magistrate an 
ex-officio chairperson of the 
committee.

● As the district magistrate hailed from 
the majority community, it translated 
to a Hindu majority on the 
committee.

● 2012 - writ petition in SC
● 2013 - Changes in BTA:

○ Then - District magistrate could 
assume leadership if from 
hindu Community.

○ Now - Any faith
● Nov, 2023 - Memorandum to Centre 

& state 
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Q1. Regarding the global manufacturing 
landscape, consider the following statements:

1. China contributes over one-fourth of the 
world's total manufacturing output.

2. India’s electronics production is 
expected to surpass USD 1,500 billion by 
FY26.

3. India’s manufacturing sector contributes 
more than 20% to its GDP.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1, 2, and 3 
d) None

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements:
1. To initiate the All India Judicial Service 

(AIJS), the Rajya Sabha has to pass a 
resolution with at least a two-thirds 
majority of its members present and 
voting.

2. Once the resolution is passed, 
Parliament can amend Article 233 by a 
simple majority to create AIJS.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d

Q3. Consider the following statements: 
1. Uttar Pradesh shares the longest border 

with Nepal among Indian states.
2. Nepal shares a border with only four 

Indian states.
3. The Sharda River forms part of the 

India-Nepal boundary.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements: 
1. The International Seabed Authority 

regulates Deep-sea mining (DSM) 
beyond national jurisdictions.

2. Polymetallic nodules, rich in manganese, 
nickel, and cobalt, are commonly 
extracted in DSM.

3. India holds an exploration contract for 
DSM in the Atlantic Ocean under ISA.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Regarding the Green Credit Programme 
(GCP), consider the following statements:

1. The Indian Council of Forestry Research 
and Education administers the 
programme and develops the Green 
Credit trading platform.

2. Green Credits cannot be used to fulfill 
Compensatory Afforestation obligations.

3. A major concern associated with the 
programme is the creation of "Green 
Deserts."

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: d




