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● Coal’s share in India’s total energy 
generation rose to 79% in 2023-24.

● This is an increase of 2 percentage 
points compared to the previous 
year.

● Coal has consistently contributed 
over 70% to India’s total energy 
production since 2014-15.

● Coal production grew by 12% in 
2023-24 compared to the previous 
year (2022-23).

● In 2022-23, coal production had 
already seen a decadal high growth 
rate of 15%.
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Reasons for High Coal Reliance

● Abundant Reserves : 5th largest coal 
reserves globally

● Insufficient Integration : 
● Cost Effectiveness: affordable 

compared to imported fuels like gas or 
oil.

● Job and Economic Stability : 4 million 
Indians are directly or indirectly.

● Economic Viability
● Infrastructure and Technological 

Constraints
 

Impacts of High Coal Use

● Environmental Concerns
● Risks associated with Health 
● Economic Vulnerabilities
● Social Disruptions
● High Greenhouse Gas Emissions
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Need for Expanding the Renewables

● Emissions Reduction Commitment
● Global Leadership in Renewables
● Sustainable Energy Transition
● Declining Renewable Energy Costs
● Growth of Renewable Energy 

Industry
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Government Initiatives to Shift 
towards Renewables
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Government Initiatives to Shift 
towards Renewables

Mains Practice Question

Despite global efforts to reduce carbon 
emissions, India’s reliance on coal remains 
persistent. Discuss the reasons behind this 
continued dependence and explain why a 
shift towards cleaner energy sources is 
imperative for India’s sustainable future. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Background
● Maoists/Naxalites 
● Naxalbari village

What they want?
● Overthrow of the government 

through armed revolution

Causes of Rise in LWE

● Jal-Jangal-Jameen
○ Evasion of land ceiling laws
○ Encroachment and 

occupation of Government 
and community lands

○ Disruption of the age old 
tribal-forest relationship

● Development deficit
○ Unemployment
○ Poverty
○ Infrastructure deficit
○ Lack of education
○ Poor health facilities

● Social exclusion
○ Violation of human rights
○ Abuse of dignity of life
○ Disconnect with mainstream 

society
○ Discontent against 

government
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● Governance deficit
○ Incompetent, ill-trained and 

poorly motivated public 
personnel

○ Mismanagement and 
corruption

○ Poor implementation of laws 
and schemes

Government Initiatives
● National Policy and Action Plan 

2015:  multi-pronged strategy in the 
areas of security, development, 
ensuring rights & entitlement of local 
communities etc.

● Scheme for Modernization of Police 
Forces + Fortification of police 
stations in affected districts.

● Assistance to Central Agencies for 
LWE management Scheme like 
CAPFs, Commando Battalion for 
Resolute Action (CoBRA), Indian Air 
Force

● Surrender-cum-Rehabilitation 
policy for Naxalites in affected 
areas

● Focusing on infrastructure creation 
via. Additional Central Assistance 
scheme & Road Requirement Plan 
scheme.

● Universal Service Obligation Fund: 
supported Scheme of Mobile 
Services to increase mobile 
connectivity

● Schemes like Roshni, ‘Skill 
Development, Aspirational to 
improve governance as well as 
provide skills

● Facilities of residential schools to 
children –(e.g. Pota Cabins, Choolo 
Aasman, Nanhe Parinde, Tamannah) 

● Effectively implementing provisions 
of PESA, 1996 on priority.
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What Should be Done?
● Targeted Security Operations: Use 

intelligence to target LWE groups, 
minimizing harm.

● Rehabilitation and Reintegration: 
Support former extremists and bring 
innocent individuals back.

● Empowering Local Peace 
Ambassadors: Identify and support 
peacemakers, foster 
communication, and encourage 
community involvement.

● Socio-Economic Development: 
Invest in infrastructure, jobs, 
education, and healthcare.

● Ecological and Sustainable 
Development: Focus on sustainable 
development and community 
involvement.

● Comprehensive Approach: 
Combine security, development, and 
community initiatives.

UPSC Mains PYQ
● Q. The persisting drives of the 

government for development of 
large industries in backward areas 
have resulted in isolating the tribal 
population and the farmers who 
face multiple displacements. With 
Malkangiri and Naxalbari foci, 
discuss the corrective strategies 
needed to win the Left-Wing 
Extremism (LWE) doctrine that 
affected citizens back into the 
mainstream of social and economic 
growth. (2015) 

● Q. Article 244 of the Indian 
Constitution relates to 
administration of scheduled areas 
and tribal areas. Analyze the impact 
of non-implementation of the 
provisions of the Fifth schedule on 
the growth of Left-wing extremism. 
(2018)

● Q. What are the determinants of 
left-wing extremism in the Eastern 
part of India? What strategy should 
the Government of India, civil 
administration and security forces 
adopt to counter the threat in the 
affected areas? (2020) 

Mains Practice Question

What are the factors contributing to 
the persistence of left-wing 
extremism in India. Suggest 
comprehensive solutions for its 
long-term eradication. (10 Marks, 150 
words)
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What is Operation Brahma ?
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Syllabus: GS Paper 2: India and its Neighbourhood, Effect of Policies & Politics of Countries 
on India's Interests
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No. 1



What are the rules on judicial 
transfers?
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Syllabus: GS Paper 2: Structure, organization and functioning of the Judiciary
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page 12



Is a revamped GST 2.0 on the cards?
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Syllabus: GS Paper 3: Growth & Development
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page 12



Gold Monetization Scheme
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Syllabus: GS Paper 3: Banking Sector & NBFCs, Fiscal Policy
Newspaper : Indian Express , Page No. 13



Government e Marketplace (GeM)
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Q1. Regarding India's climate commitments, 
consider the following statements:

1. India has pledged to achieve net-zero 
carbon emissions by 2050.

2. India aims to reduce the emissions 
intensity of its GDP by 45% by 2030, 
compared to 2005.

3. India aims to achieve 50% of its 
cumulative electric power installed 
capacity from non-fossil fuel sources by 
2030.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: b

Q2.   Regarding Left Wing Extremism (LWE) in 
India, consider the following statements:

1. The term "Red Corridor" refers to regions 
in India affected by Maoist insurgency.

2. The central government raised the 
Greyhounds, an elite commando force, 
to combat LWE.

3. ‘SAMADHAN’ strategy is a comprehensive 
policy adopted by the Government of 
India to counter LWE.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3.  Consider the following statements 
regarding 'Operation Brahma': 

1. It was launched by India to provide 
humanitarian assistance to Myanmar 
following a devastating earthquake in 
2025. 

2. Under this operation, India deployed 
naval ships, airlifted medical personnel, 
and sent relief materials to Myanmar.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Government e-Marketplace 
(GeM):

1. GeM is an online platform for the 
procurement of goods and services by 
both Central and State Governments.

2. It functions under the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry.

3. Private businesses and individuals can 
also purchase goods from GeM.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

 Answer: a

Q5.  Regarding the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. GST is a destination-based tax levied at 
the point of consumption.

2. The GST Council is a constitutional body 
chaired by the Prime Minister of India.

3. Alcohol for human consumption is 
included under the purview of GST.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a
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