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About CBI
● Premier Investigating Agency
● Assists - CVC & Lokpal
● Under - DoPT 
● For Corruption (PCA, 1988) - CVC
● NCB - INTERPOL
● High Conviction Rate - 65%-75%

Historical Background
● During WWII - Supplies & 

Procurements
● Inv. - Corruption & Bribery - 1941 -  SPE 

under DIG - DoW
● 1942 - Railways inc. 
● Need - Central Investigation Agency 

- DSPE, 1946
● By 1961 - SPE : 91 - IPC, 16 Central Acts, 

PCA, 1947
● 1963 - Exe. Resolution - CBI
● DIVISIONS - 

Types of Cases 

● Anti-Corruption: Public officials - PCA, 
1988

● Economic Crimes: Financial scams, 
bank frauds, FICN, etc.

● Special Crimes: OC, terrorism, 
kidnapping, mafia cases, etc.

● Suo Moto Cases:
○ CBI can act independently - 

only in UTs
○ Needs State Government’s 

consent - investigations in a 
state

○ SC & HCs - can order CBI 
investigations.

Consent of State
● Entry 1 & 2 - State List
● CBI  - Cannot ‘automatically’ operate 
● ‘Consent’ - required
● Types: 

- General Consent 
- Special Consent

● Withdrawal of General Consent - 
‘Political Misuse’

● Kazi Lendhup Dorji v. CBI, 1994
● Advance Insurance Co. Ltd Case 

(1970)

Appointment of CBI Director
● Till 2014: Under DSPE Act, 1946
● Post 2003 (Vineet Narain case): 

Appointment by committee including 
CVC, Home Secretary, & DoPT 
Secretary.

CONTEXT: Framework for direct recruitment in CBI, law to probe national security cases 
without general consent from states: House Panel

“The Caged Parrot Debate”: 
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● Post 2014 (Lokpal Act):
○ Committee includes PM 

(Chair), LoP, CJI.
○ Tenure: 2 years (CVC Act, 

2003), can be extended up to 5 
years (2021 ordinance).

Challenges Faced by CBI
● Political Interference – "caged 

parrot" - SC - government influence.
● Delays in Investigations – Example: 

Jain Hawala case.
● Credibility Issues – Criticized for 

mismanaging cases - Aarushi Talwar 
case, Bhopal Gas Tragedy, etc. 

● Lack of Accountability – Exempt from 
RTI Act.

● Manpower Shortage – Inefficient 
recruitment policies.

● Limited Powers – State consent 
required for investigation.

Challenges - House Panel
● Struggles to receive nominations 

from state police - Manpower 
shortages, Delays in processing 
documents, Unsuitable skill sets & 
Lack of incentives for lending 
departments.

● Lack of Domain Expertise - 
Cybercrime, Forensics, Finance & 
Legal

● Dependence - State consent - 
restricting its ability 

SC Judgements - CBI
● Vineet Narain v Union of India, 1997 - 

1969 “Single Directive” - Prior Sanction 
● Subramanian Swamy vs Union of 

India, 2014 - Section 6A

● Common Cause vs. Union of India, 
2018

● Dr Jaya Thakur v Union of India, 2023

Recommendations for Improvement
● Delink - government control
● Independence - CAG
● Parliamentary Standing Committee 

(24th Report) Recommendations:
○ Increase HRs & finance
○ Strengthen infrastructure & 

accountability.
○ Enact separate legislation 

(Central Bureau of Intelligence 
& Investigation Act).

● L.P. Singh Committee (1978) & 2nd 
ARC (2007) - comprehensive central 
legislation for CBI.

Recommendations - House Panel
● Permanent cadre with structured 

career progression; In-house 
expertise team; Limited deputation

● Lateral entry - Cybercrime, 
Forensics, etc. 

● New law - national security and 
integrity cases; timely and unbiased 
investigations

Mains Practise Question
“The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
has often been criticized as a "caged parrot" 
due to political interference and limitations 
in its functioning. Discuss the major 
challenges faced by the CBI in maintaining 
its autonomy and efficiency. Suggest 
structural and legal reforms to enhance its 
credibility and effectiveness.”
(15 Marks, 250 words)

CONTEXT: Framework for direct recruitment in CBI, law to probe national security cases 
without general consent from states: House Panel
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CBI
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Suicide 
● Tragic and untimely loss - human life
● Highest number of suicides - World - 

NCRB
● Suicide Rate - Increased 
● Figures - Underestimated
● Grave Concern - 41% of all suicides
● Suicide - leading cause of mortality - 

young women in India.
● Huge & Irreparable  loss to family, 

society, the economy and future of 
the country.

Numerous Factors 
● Suicide - Complex Human Behaviour 
● Suicide in young people - 

Multidetermined
● The most commonly reported risk 

factors - mental health problems 
(54%), traumatic family issues (36%), 
academic stress (23%), social and 
lifestyle factors (20%), violence (22%), 
economic distress (9.1%) and 
relationship factors (9%)

● Physical and sexual abuse
● Specific sociocultural factors - young 

girls and women
● Failure in examinations - flaws in 

education system
● Enormous competition - months of 

pent-up pressures and emotions
● Alcohol and substance use
● Overconsumption of Internet - Cyber 

Bullied
● Sensational reporting - Media

Solutions
● Notion - Suicides cannot be 

prevented
● Young people - taught problem 

solving, impulse control
● Early identification - mental distress 

and provision of care

● Adopting a healthy lifestyle  - 
improves mental health

● Improving family environment - 
providing economic assistance

● Educational reforms 
● Societal changes - reduce stigma
● Political will, intersectoral 

collaboration
● National Suicide Prevention Strategy 

for India
- recognised - collaboration 

between the Ministries of Health, 
Education, Information and 
Broadcasting, and Social 
Welfare as essential

- Focuses on - need to leverage 
educational institutions & youth 
organisations

Mains Practise Question

"Youth suicides in India are a growing 
concern, reflecting deep-rooted 
socio-economic, psychological, and 
systemic challenges. Discuss the major 
causes behind the rising trend of youth 
suicides in India. How can policy 
interventions and societal efforts help in 
addressing this issue?"

(15 Marks, 250 words)

CONTEXT: The Supreme Court’s decision this week to set up a task force to address the 
alarmingly high rate of student suicides in the country is an acknowledgement of a crisis.

Rising Tide of Youth 
Suicides in India
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The BARC is India's premier nuclear research facility, headquartered in Trombay, Mumbai, Maharashtra, 
India. It was founded by Homi Jehangir Bhabha as the Atomic Energy Establishment, Trombay (AEET) in 
January 1954 as a multidisciplinary research program essential for India's nuclear program. It operates 
under the DAE, which is directly overseen by the PM.

BARC is a multi-disciplinary research centre with extensive infrastructure for advanced research and 
development covering the entire spectrum of nuclear science, chemical engineering, material sciences 
and metallurgy, electronic instrumentation, biology and medicine, supercomputing, high-energy physics 
and plasma physics and associated research for Indian nuclear programme and related areas.
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Q1. Regarding  the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI), consider the following 
statements:

1. It was established in 1963 through an 
executive resolution.

2. It assists the Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC) and Lokpal and 
functions under the Department of 
Personnel and Training (DoPT).

3. It does not require permission from state 
governments to investigate cases within 
any Indian state.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q2. Regarding the Deep Ocean Mission, 
consider the following statements:

1. It was launched by the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences.

2. Matsya-6000, a manned submersible, is 
being developed as part of this mission.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d

Q3. Regarding the Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC), consider the following 
statements:

1. It was initially founded as the Atomic 
Energy Establishment, Trombay in 1954.

2. It operates under the Department of 
Atomic Energy, which functions under 
the Ministry of Science and Technology.

3. Homi Jehangir Bhabha was the key 
figure behind the establishment of BARC.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Which one of the following Space Agencies 
launched the space observatory mission 
"Gaia"?
a) JAXA
b) NASA
c) ESA
d) CSA

Answer: c

Q5. Match the following Indian military 
exercises with their respective partner 
countries:

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4
b) A-3, B-1, C-2, D-4
c) A-4, B-3, C-1, D-2
d) A-2, B-4, C-3, D-1

Answer: a
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Military Exercises Partner Countries

A. Vajra Prahar 1. USA

B. Nomadic Elephant 2. Mongolia

C. Maitree 3. Thailand

D. Shakti 4. France




