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CONTEXT: The SC considered the question “whether a Constitutional court was 
so powerless that it cannot direct a Constitutional authority like the Speaker to 
perform his mandate under the Constitution”.

Ending Speaker’s Inaction on 
Disqualification
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Anti Defection Law
● 52nd Amendment Act of 1985 as part 

of 10th Schedule.
● Grounds for Defection:

○ Voluntary Give Up: If an elected 
member voluntarily gives up 
his membership of a political 
party.

○ Violation of Instructions: If he 
votes or abstains from voting in 
such House contrary to any 
direction issued by his political 
party or anyone authorized to 
do so, without obtaining prior 
permission.

○ Elected Member: If any 
independently elected member 
joins any political party.

○ Nominated Member: If any 
nominated member joins any 
political party after the expiry of 
six months.

● Exceptions: 
○ Merger: when two-thirds of the 

members of the party have 
agreed Presiding Officer

● Deciding Authority:
○ Kihoto Hollohan Case, 1992

● Rule making Power:
○ Committee of Privileges

Advantages:
● Prevention of ‘Aya Ram – Gaya Ram’ 

Politics
● Curbing money power
● Ensuring cohesion
● Constitutional recognition to 

political parties

Issues with adjudicating power of 
the Speaker
● Partisan role of presiding officer:

○ e.g. In 2017, the main Opposition 
party in Andhra Pradesh 
boycotted the Assembly, angry 
that 20 of their MLAs, who had 
defected a year and a half ago, 
had still not had their petitions 
heard by the speaker.

● Lacking legal expertise: 
○ Rabi ray and Shivraj Patil

● Time Limit for Presiding Officer:
○ K. M. Singh versus Speaker of 

Manipur (2020)
● Courts intervention only at a later 

stage

Way Forward
● Ensure impartiality of Speaker
● Set time limit to decide petition for 

disqualification
● Adjudicating role to an independent 

tribunal
● Allow expression of Dissent: 

● Law Commission 170th report, 
1999

● Constitution Review Commission 
(2002)

● Promoting intra-party democracy

Mains Practise Question

"Entrusting the Speaker with the role of the 
adjudicating authority under the Tenth 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution undermines 
the principle of impartiality and 
objectivity."Discuss

(15 Marks, 250 words)



CONTEXT: Bill Gates highlighted that on account of AI revolution we are heading 
towards a “post-labour world” altogether.

Labour in the AI Era: Crisis or 
Catalyst?
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Opportunities
● Boosting Productivity Across 

Sectors:
○ NITI Aayog estimates AI has the 

potential to add $957 billion to 
India’s GDP by 2035.

●  Creation of New High-Skilled Jobs:
○ WEF generate 12 million more 

jobs than it displaces by 2025.
● Serves as a force multiplier
● Catalyzing the Startup Ecosystem:

○ Unicorns like Fractal Analytics
● Enhancing agricultural productivity: 

○ Gramophone

Challenges
● Job displacement:

● By 2025, 85 million jobs - 
Future of Jobs report, WEF

● Impact on White-Collars v/s 
Blue-collar Jobs

● Stagnation in real wages: 
● ILO - World Employment and 

Social Outlook, 2024
● fell by 0.6 percentage points 

from 2019 to 2022

● Skill Gap: NASSCOM, nearly 40% of 
the workforce

● Income Inequality:
● Oxfam: 1% - 22% of income & 

40% of wealth
● Gendered Impact
● Psychological Impact:

● “New structures of 
meanings,Community & 
Contribution”

Way Forward
● Capacity Building:

○ #AIforAll campaign of Niti Ayog 
, NASSCOM’s ‘Future Skills’ 
initiative

● Fostering Industry academia 
linkage:  
○ "Professors of Practice" 

program
● Promote Indigenous AI Research 

and Innovation
● Ethical framework

Mains Practise Question
Examine the challenges and opportunities 
presented by AI in the Indian labor market. 
Also, suggest policy measures to ensure a 
balanced and inclusive workforce 
transition.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Context: The Rajya Sabha passed the 
Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 
2024 by a voice vote on Tuesday.

About Bill:

● Preparation of  plan: executive 
committees to  NDMA and SDMA.

● Additional Functions of NDMA and 
SDMA: Assess disaster risks, Provide 
technical assistance, Recommend 
relief guidelines etc.

● State and national disaster 
database: severity of disaster risks, 
Allocation of funds etc.

● Appointments to NDMA: NDMA to 
specify its own staffing needs and 
appoint experts with central 
government approval.

● Urban DM authorities: state 
government to constitute a separate 
Urban Disaster Management 
Authority for state capitals and 
cities with a municipal corporation.
○ Municipal Commissioner as the 

chairperson, the District 
Collector as the vice 
chairperson

● Formation of State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF): Bill 
empowers state government to 
constitute a SDRF and define its 
functions and terms of service.

● National Crisis Management 
Committee and the High Level 
Committee Bill provides statutory 
status.
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➔ Context: The CJI has constituted an 
in-house committee to conduct an 
inquiry into allegations of misconduct 
against Justice Yashwant Varma 
( Delhi High Court judge ).

● Chief Justice of Delhi High Court 
conducted the preliminary inquiry 
and reported to the CJI that deeper 
probe is needed.

What is an in-house procedure?
● adopted in 1999 and made public in 

2014.
● When a complaint is received 

against a judge of a High Court, the 
CJI will decide.

● judge’s initial response along with 
comments of the Chief Justice of the 
concerned High Court are taken on 
record.

● CJI form a three-member 
committee:
○ two Chief Justices from other 

High Courts
○ one High Court judge.
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● Against CJ of HC:  SC Judge & 2 CJ of 
other HCs

● Against SC Judge: 3 SC Judges

Reforms needed:
● Disclosure of key findings of inquiry
● Adequate criminal punishment
● Autonomous & permanent body: b

○ UK - “‘Judicial Conduct 
Investigations Office”

● NJAC: Veto power to CJI & senior 
judges

Removal of Judges
● Under Articles 124(4) and 218 of the 

Indian Constitution, a Supreme Court 
or High Court judge can be removed 
by the President on grounds of 
‘proved misbehaviour’ or 
‘incapacity’. The motion must be 
passed in both Houses of Parliament: 
(special majority)
○ By a majority of the total 

membership of the House, 
and

○ By a two-thirds majority of 
the members present and 
voting in the same session.

● Detailed Procedure Under the Judges 
(Inquiry) Act, 1968
○ A motion for removal is to be 

signed by at least 50 
members in the Rajya Sabha 
or 100 members in the Lok 
Sabha.

○ Presiding officers has the 
discretion to admit or reject 
the motion after consultation.

● If admitted, a three-member 
committee is constituted, 
comprising:
○ A Supreme Court Judge,
○ A High Court Judge, and
○ A distinguished jurist.

● The committee investigates the 
allegations. If the judge is cleared of 
misconduct or incapacity, the 
motion is dropped and not pursued 
further.

● If the committee finds the judge 
guilty of misbehaviour or incapacity, 
the report is tabled in both Houses 
of Parliament, where the motion 
must be passed by a special 
majority.

Q. Consider the following statements: (2019)
1. The motion to impeach a Judge of the 

Supreme Court of India cannot be rejected 
by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha as per the 
Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

2. The Constitution of India defines and gives 
details of what constitutes incapacity and 
proved misbehaviour’ of the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of India.

3. The details of the process of impeachment of 
the Judges of the Supreme Court of India are 
given in the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

4. If the motion for the impeachment of a 
Judge is taken up for voting, the law requires 
the motion to be backed by each House of 
the Parliament and supported by a majority 
of total membership of that House and by 
not less than two-thirds of total members of 
that House present and voting.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4
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Context: Central government has 
proposed to abolish the 
Equalisation Levy, or digital tax, on 
online advertisements, aiming to 
benefit advertisers on platforms like 
Google and Meta.

Why this move?
● Discriminatory against US 

companies: 
○ 2020 India introduced 

additional 2% 
equalisation levy on 
e-commerce offering 
digital services 
(including online sale of 
goods and provision of 
services) in India, 
repealed in 2024

● Principles of International 
Taxation

Significance:
● Ease trade tensions b/w India 

& USA
● Softening of USA stance
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About Equalisation Levy

● Equalisation levy at 6% has been in 
force since 2016 on payment 
exceeding Rs 1 lakh a year to a 
non-resident service provider for 
online advertisements.

● It is now applicable for 
e-commerce companies that are 
sourcing revenue from Indian 
customers without having 
tangible presence here in the 
country.

● The two conditions to be met to be 
liable to equalisation levy:

● The payment should be 
made to a non-resident 
service provider;

● The annual payment made 
to one service provider 
exceeds Rs.1,00,000 in one 
financial year.

● The tax rate under the equalisation 
levy depends on the type of service 
or transaction.

○ For online advertising, 
the rate is 6% of the 
gross consideration.

○ For e-commerce 
transactions, such as 
online sale of goods or 
services, the rate is 2% 
of the gross 
consideration.
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Why FPI is exiting Indian equity 
markets?

● Sebi 2023 - threshold ₹25,000 
Crore

Difference between FDI & FPI
➔ Definition
➔ Investment horizon
➔ Control
➔ Risk
➔ Impact on host economy
➔ Regulation

Q. With reference to Foreign Direct 
Investment in India, which one of the 
following is considered its major 
characteristic? ( 2020 )
(a) It is the investment through capital 
instruments essentially in a listed 
company.
(b) It is a largely non-debt creating 
capital flow.
(c) It is the investment which involves 
debt-servicing.
(d) It is the investment made by foreign 
institutional investors in the Government 
securities.
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● Russia has the longest coastline 
(2,300 km), followed by Turkey (1,329 
km) and Ukraine (1,282 km).

● The Black Sea has lower salinity 
than the world’s oceans due to 
isolation from the Mediterranean.

● Major rivers flowing into it include the 
Danube, Dnieper, Southern Bug, 
Rioni, and Dniester.

● Environmental Importance:
○ World’s Largest Meromictic 

Basin: The movement of water 
between upper and lower 
layers is rare, leading to 
unique ecological conditions.

○ Anoxic zones: One of the 
largest anoxic basins, 
meaning low dissolved 
oxygen in deeper layers, 
affecting marine biodiversity.

● Strategic Importance:
○ Crucial for global trade, 

particularly for Russia and 
Ukraine’s grain and energy 
exports.

○ NATO and Russia frequently 
conduct naval operations in 
the region.

 Q. Turkey is located between (2014)

 (a) Black Sea and Caspian Sea

 (b) Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea

 (c) Gulf of Suez and Mediterranean Sea

 (d) Gulf of Aqaba and Dead Sea
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Anti-Defection Law in India:

1. A legislator is disqualified if they 
voluntarily give up party membership.

2. The Presiding Officer’s decision on 
disqualification is final and cannot be 
reviewed by the courts.

3. It applies to both the Parliament and the 
State Legislatures.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1, 2, and 3 
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Regarding the In-House Procedure for 
complaints against a High Court judge, 
consider the following statements: 

1. A three-member committee is formed 
by the CJI, including two Chief Justices 
from other High Courts and one 
Supreme Court judge.

2. The judge’s response and the Chief 
Justice of the concerned High Court’s 
comments are considered in the 
process.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Equalisation Levy in India: 

1. It applies only to foreign e-commerce 
companies that have a physical 
presence in India.

2. The levy on online advertising is 2%, 
whereas for e-commerce transactions, it 
is 6%.

3. It is applicable only when the annual 
payment to a single non-resident 
service provider exceeds ₹1,00,000 in a 
financial year.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Regarding Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
and Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI), 
consider the following statements: 

1. FDI involves a lasting interest and 
significant control in a foreign enterprise, 
whereas FPI focuses on short-term 
financial gains.

2. FPI is less volatile than FDI.
3. In India, FDI is regulated by SEBI, while FPI 

is regulated by the RBI.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements:
1. The Black Sea is connected to the 

Mediterranean Sea through the Bosporus 
Strait and the Dardanelles Strait.

2. It shares its coastline with exactly three 
countries.

3. The Danube, Dniester, and Southern Bug 
rivers drain into the Black Sea.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: d




