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L-G vs CM: Now ‘double engine’ on parallel
tracks?

Indeed, the BJP’s electoral victory Saturday sets the stage for easing of the prolonged legal tussle over
the state’s “unique constitutional status” between the Centre and the former Aam Aadmi Party-led

government.
Written by Apurva Vishwanath ADVERTISEMENT
o NewsGuard
New Delhi | Updated: February 9, 2025 08:14 IST u G
4 min read f X g <

.
Yexplained.
LA\N_ &POLICY

Celebrations at the party headquarters after the BJP’s win on Saturday. (Photo: Praveen Khanna) Can Kejriwal in defeat be the

Kejriwal on the up and up? Now
comes the test
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One refrain in the BJP’s election campaign in states has been its rhetoric around the
benefits of a “double engine” — the party in power in the state working with the

NDA-ruled Centre. In Delhi, this rhetoric rings closer home to reality.

Indeed, the BJP’s electoral victory Saturday sets the stage for easing of the
prolonged legal tussle over the state’s “unique constitutional status” between the
Centre and the former Aam Aadmi Party-led government.

As it stands now, Article 239AA of the Constitution, keeps services, land, police and
public order out of the control of the elected government. While the pre-eminence
of the Lieutenant Governor (L-G) was accepted in land, police and public order, the
issue of services continued to be a key area of conflict between the Centre and the
state.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Also Read | Can Arvind Kejriwal in defeat be the Arvind Kejriwal on the up
and up? Now comes the test

Two Constitution benches of the Supreme Court had twice, in 2017 and again in

2023, accepted the Delhi government’s position over the Centre’s view and held that
the Delhi government has legislative and executive powers over administrative

services in the national capital.

However, in May 2023, the Centre brought in an amendment to the GNCTD Act
extending the L-G’s powers to transfer and appoint bureaucrats posted to Delhi.
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With 43.57% of vote share, AAP still has a
substantial base in Delhi plus power in
Punjab. However, the challenge now will
be holding its flock together given its
loose structure with Arvind Kejriwal as
fulcrum.
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Under the new law, a body with the Chief Minister of Delhi, the Chief Secretary and
the Principal Home Secretary of the Delhi government would appoint bureaucrats.
If this arrangement continues, it means the CM can, effectively, be vetoed by two

senior bureaucrats on the issue of appointments and transfers of bureaucrats.

While this amendment is under challenge by the Delhi government, it is unlikely
that a BJP-ruled state would pursue litigation against the Central government led by
its own party. Even in a BJP’s double-engine government, the Home Ministry, which

controls the Delhi Police, will play a key role in the state’s governance.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Also Read | Recalling New Delhi, 2013: When Kejriwal was the victor, and
Sheila Dikshit was humiliated

However, it is unlikely that the Centre will hobble its newly elected government. A
synergy between the L-G and the Chief Minister could ease everyday governance in

the national capital.

In 2024, the Delhi government had moved the SC that the L-G had refused to release
Rs 3,000 crore of funds for the Delhi Jal Board and the ‘Farishtey Dilli Ke’ scheme,
facilitating free medical treatment for road accident victims at city hospitals. Even
the issue of sending government school teachers abroad for training had run into
controversy. In the multiple rounds of litigation, lawyers described AAP as “being

in office but not in power” to the Court.

With the BJP’s double-engine, issues of clearance for land for new projects or funds

and approval of schemes becomes easier.

The Supreme Court’s rulings on the governance of Delhi, in accordance with “the
basic structure of federalism,” was to accommodate the political diversity that
Article 239AA envisages.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD
“The spirit and conscience of the Constitution should not be lost in grammar and
the popular will of the people which has its legitimacy in a democratic set up
cannot be allowed to lose its purpose in simple semantics,” the Supreme Court had
said in 2017. The new “popular will,” will test the spirit of the court’s words.

More Premium Stories

B In his G20 salvo, ‘I

who is Marco Rubio
targeting?

R

~ 3

Apurva Vishwanath is the National Legal Editor of The Indian Express in New Delhi. She
... Read More

@ Apurva Vishwanath X

graduated with a B.A., LL. B (Hons) from Dr Ram Manohar Lohiya Nation

L-G vs CM: Now ‘double engine’ on parallel tracks? | Explained News - The Indian Express

. ENTERTAINMENT

Anjana Sukhani recalls 'mean’
Nikkhil Advani ambushing her with
a kissing scene during Salaam-e-
Ishq: T wanted to cry’

TRENDING
PETA India, Anoushka Shankar gift
mechanical elephant to Kerala
temple to promote cruelty-free
traditions

TRENDING

‘Baby Muffler Man’: Young AAP
supporter dressed as Arvind
Kejriwal goes viral amid election
results

SPORTS
Rohit Sharma’s strengths have
become weaknesses; can he turn it
around at Cuttack in second ODI
against England?

India's junior athletes will no longer
get cash prizes for international
medals after government amends
policy

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-politics/I-g-vs-cm-now-double-engine-on-parallel-tracks-9825627/ 3/6


https://indianexpress.com/article/political-pulse/arvind-kejriwal-aap-bjp-delhi-results-9825195/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-politics/new-delhi-2013-kejriwal-sheila-dikshit-9824997/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-politics/new-delhi-2013-kejriwal-sheila-dikshit-9824997/
https://indianexpress.com/article/political-pulse/what-aaps-delhi-win-map-tells-us-about-where-the-party-is-left-standing-9825502/
https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/apurva-vishwanath/
https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/apurva-vishwanath/
https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/apurva-vishwanath/
https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/apurva-vishwanath/
https://x.com/apurva_hv
https://x.com/apurva_hv
https://indianexpress.com/about/express-premium/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/g20-marco-rubio-signals-for-india-9821165/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/g20-marco-rubio-signals-for-india-9821165/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/g20-marco-rubio-signals-for-india-9821165/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/g20-marco-rubio-signals-for-india-9821165/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/g20-marco-rubio-signals-for-india-9821165/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-economics/rbi-repo-rate-cut-interest-rates-consumption-investment-9822404/
https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/apurva-vishwanath/
https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/bollywood/anjana-sukhani-mean-nikkhil-advani-ambushing-her-with-a-kissing-scene-during-salaam-e-ishq-wanted-to-cry-9825053/
https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/bollywood/anjana-sukhani-mean-nikkhil-advani-ambushing-her-with-a-kissing-scene-during-salaam-e-ishq-wanted-to-cry-9825053/
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/bollywood/anjana-sukhani-mean-nikkhil-advani-ambushing-her-with-a-kissing-scene-during-salaam-e-ishq-wanted-to-cry-9825053/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-in-india/peta-india-anoushka-shankar-gift-mechanical-elephant-to-kerala-temple-viral-9825052/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-in-india/peta-india-anoushka-shankar-gift-mechanical-elephant-to-kerala-temple-viral-9825052/
https://indianexpress.com/section/trending/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-in-india/peta-india-anoushka-shankar-gift-mechanical-elephant-to-kerala-temple-viral-9825052/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-in-india/baby-muffler-man-young-aap-supporter-dressed-as-arvind-kejriwal-viral-9824972/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-in-india/baby-muffler-man-young-aap-supporter-dressed-as-arvind-kejriwal-viral-9824972/
https://indianexpress.com/section/trending/
https://indianexpress.com/article/trending/trending-in-india/baby-muffler-man-young-aap-supporter-dressed-as-arvind-kejriwal-viral-9824972/
https://indianexpress.com/article/sports/cricket/rohit-sharma-ind-vs-eng-cuttack-2nd-odi-virat-kohli-9825275/
https://indianexpress.com/article/sports/cricket/rohit-sharma-ind-vs-eng-cuttack-2nd-odi-virat-kohli-9825275/
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/
https://indianexpress.com/article/sports/cricket/rohit-sharma-ind-vs-eng-cuttack-2nd-odi-virat-kohli-9825275/
https://indianexpress.com/article/sports/sport-others/govt-ends-cash-awards-for-junior-athletes-to-curb-doping-age-fraud-9823902/
https://indianexpress.com/article/sports/sport-others/govt-ends-cash-awards-for-junior-athletes-to-curb-doping-age-fraud-9823902/
https://indianexpress.com/article/sports/sport-others/govt-ends-cash-awards-for-junior-athletes-to-curb-doping-age-fraud-9823902/
PRASHANT
Highlight

PRASHANT
Highlight




