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A mineral is critical when the risk of supply 

shortage and associated impact on the economy is 

(relatively) higher than other raw materials.
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Key Recommendations
● Address implementation bottlenecks
● Invest in Grid-Scale Battery Storage
● Promote Domestic Manufacturing
● Africa’s Role
● Just and Equitable CM Framework

Premils PYQs

Q.1 Consider the following minerals:
1. Bentonite
2. Chromite
3. Kyanite
4. Sillimanite

In India, which of the above is/are officially 
designated as major minerals?

a. 1 and 2 only
b. 4 only
c. 1 and 3 only
d. 2, 3 and 4 only

Q.2 Recently, there has been a concern over the 
short supply of a group of elements called ‘rare 
earth metals’. Why?

1. China, which is the largest producer of these 
elements, has imposed some restrictions on 
their export.

2. Other than China, Australia, Canada and 
Chile, these elements are not found in any 
country.

3. Rare earth metals are essential for the 
manufacture of various kinds of electronic 
items and there is a growing demand for 
these elements.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 and 3 only
c. 1 and 3 only
d. 1, 2 and 3

Mains PYQs
While significant progress has been made, there 
are still hurdles to overcome, particularly in scaling 
up renewable energy deployment and developing 
a robust critical minerals framework. Explain.
(15 Marks, 250 words)



CONTEXT:  Once passed, Rajasthan will join 11 other states in having an anti-conversion 
law.

Anti-Conversion laws

● Pre-independence
● Indian Conversion (Regulation and 

Registration) Bill, 1954
○ enforce "missionary licensing and 

conversion registration with 
government officials."

○ Main issues: Opposition + State list
● Constitutional Provision of “Conversion”?
● 1st: Orissa Freedom of Religion Act, 1967

The 
Analyst 
Handout

4th February, 2025



CONTEXT:  Once passed, Rajasthan will join 11 other states in having an anti-conversion 
law.

Anti-Conversion laws

Related SC Judgements:
Rev. Stanislaus v. State of Madhya 
Pradesh and Orissa (1977)

● Upheld constitutionality, No 
right to convert u/right to 
propagate religion; forced 
conversions can disrupt 
public order

Sarla Mudgal v. Union of India 
(1995)

● Right to marry a person of 
one's choice; UCC need; 
“ulterior motives”

Lata Singh v. State of Uttar 
Pradesh (2006)

● Upheld the right to marry a 
partner of choice: No 
interference

‘Right to Privacy' Judgment (2017)
Hadiya vs. Ashokan K.M. (2018)

● Individual's right to 
conversion through 
marriage

Way Forward
● Thorough review of existing 

anti-conversion
● No Discrimination
● Coercive or fraudulent 

conversions
● Multi-Stakeholder 

Involvement
● Individual freedom

MAINS PYQ
Critics argue that 
anti-conversion laws violate 
religious freedom, can be 
misused to harass minorities and 
infringe on personal choice in 
marriages. Do you agree? 
Comment. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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SYLLABUS: GS-3: Conservation
Newspaper : The Hindu  Page No: 12  

Definition of ‘Forest’

A particular State in India has the following 
characteristics:

1. It is located on the same latitude which 
passes through northern Rajasthan.

2. It has over 80% of its area under forest 
cover.

3. Over 12% of forest cover constitutes the 
Protected Area Network in this State.

Which one among the following States has all 
the above characteristics?

a. Arunachal Pradesh
b. Assam
c. Himachal Pradesh
d. Uttarakhand
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Shipping Industry overview
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SYLLABUS: GS3: Indian Economy and issues
Newspaper : The Hindu  Page No: 1  

Trade war & Rupee 
depreciation
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Daily Quiz

Q.1 Consider the following statements regarding the National 
Critical Minerals Mission:

1. The National Critical Minerals Mission aims to ensure 
the secure and sustainable supply of critical minerals 
essential for India's economic and strategic needs.

2. The mission focuses exclusively on domestic exploration 
and mining, without any provisions for international 
collaborations or acquisitions.

3. Critical minerals identified under the mission include 
lithium, cobalt, and rare earth elements that are vital for 
renewable energy, electronics, and defense industries.

4. The government has allocated ₹16,300 crore for the 
mission to boost exploration, processing, and recycling 
of critical minerals.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding the 
PM-KUSUM scheme:

1. PM-KUSUM aims to promote solar energy use among 
farmers by providing subsidies for solar pumps and 
grid-connected solar power plants.

2. The government has allocated ₹34,422 crore for the 
implementation of PM-KUSUM to achieve its renewable 
energy and agricultural sustainability goals.

3. The scheme covers 100% of the capital cost of solar 
pumps for all farmers to encourage widespread 
adoption.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding the 
constitutional provisions for religious freedom in India:

1. Article 25 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the 
freedom of conscience and the right to freely profess, 
practice, convert and propagate religion.

2. Article 26 grants religious denominations the right to 
establish and manage religious institutions.

3. Article 27 prohibits the state from compelling any person 
to pay taxes for the promotion or maintenance of any 
particular religion or religious institution.

      4. Article 28 allows religious instruction in all educational 
institutions, including those maintained wholly by the state.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All four

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding Biofuels:

1. First-generation biofuels are derived from food crops like 
corn, sugarcane, and wheat, and include ethanol and 
biodiesel.

2. Second-generation biofuels are produced from non-food 
feedstocks such as agricultural waste, wood, and 
grasses, which do not compete with food production.

3. Third-generation biofuels focus on advanced techniques 
like genetic engineering and synthetic biology to create 
biofuels with a significantly reduced carbon footprint.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q5. Consider the following statements regarding cotton 
cultivation in India:

1. India is the largest producer of cotton in the world, with 
its major cotton-growing regions located in the states of 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh.

2. Cotton in India grows well in areas with warm 
temperatures, adequate sunlight, and a moderate 
amount of rainfall, with the best productivity in regions 
with irrigated fields.

3. Cotton productivity in India has remained stagnant for 
the past decade, with little to no improvements in yield 
per hectare.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a
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