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● 7500 km coastline
● Logistics cost as a % of GDP
● India’s external trade handled by 

Ports
● Indian Ocean - ~80% of global 

maritime oil  trade
● 13 Major ports & 212 Non- Major ports
● Service Port Model & Landlord Port 

Model
● Capacity Utilisation - 55%

Logistics
● World Bank’s Logistic Performance 

Index (LPI) Report 2023 - India 22nd 
on the “International Shipments” 
category

● Improved Performance
○ Dwell TIme
○ Port Operational Efficiency
○ Connectivity to Hinterland
○ Investments in infra

Budget 2025-26

Maritime India Vision, 2030

● A 10-year blueprint
● latest venture of the Sagarmala 

Programme
● investment of Rs. 3.4 lakh crore - to 

increase cargo volumes
○ creation of additional jobs
○ sources of revenue for 

state-owned major ports.

Ports & Shipping Sector

The 
Analyst 
Handout

28th February 2025

CONTEXT: Ministry of Shipping unveiled “One Nation One Port Process” and “Sagar 
Ankalan”



Institutional Framework

Policies & Legislative Reforms

● Major Port Authorities Act, 2021 
a. Major Port Authorities Boards
b. Adjudicatory Board - replace 

TAMP
● Marine Aids to Navigation Act, 2021

a. safety and efficiency in vessel 
traffic services

b. training and certification
● The Indian Vessels Act, 2021
● Draft Indian Ports Bill, 2022
● FDI
● Decarbonisation in the Maritime 

Sector - Panchamrit commitments
a. Renewable energy
b. Harit Sagar Green Port 

guidelines
c. Regulation of the discharges 

and effluents in the harbour 
water

d. Construction of Multi-Modal 
Terminal -  Jogighopa 
(Assam)

Draft Indian Ports Bill, 2022
● Environmental compliance
● Institutional changes
● Dispute resolution
● National council
● Maritime State Development Fund.

● Significance: 
○ optimum utilisation of the 

coastline
○ address logistics bottlenecks 
○ India as a major trading hub

● Concerns
○ Maritime State Development 

Council
○ Unbridled powers
○ Centralising Tendency

Why Invest in Maritime Infra?

● Economic Security
a. Red Sea Crisis
b. Dependence on Foreign 

Vessels - 95% of International 
cargo

c. Geopolitical turmoil - supply 
chain disruptions

d. Forex savings
● Geostrategic imperative in Indo 

Pacific
a. SAGAR
b. IMEC

● Environmental Goals
a. COP 28
b. IMO’s Net Zero Target

● Economic growth
a. Employment generation e.g. 

seafarers

Ports & Shipping Sector
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Suggestions

● Domestic Shipbuilding
a. National Shipbuilding Mission
b. PLI Scheme
c. Long term financing
d. Tax incentives to increase fleet 

size
e. PPP

● Coastal Shipping & Inland 
waterways

a. Multimodal logistics hub 
u/Gati Shakti

b. Last mile connectivity to 
industrial hubs

● Green Shipping
a. Solar powered ports
b. Hydrogen powered ships
c. Electric ferry fleet

● Automation, AI, IoT for Port Efficiency

Mains Practice Question

Examine the significance of the ports 
and shipping sector in India’s 
economic growth. Analyze the key 
government initiatives undertaken to 
bolster this sector and suggest 
measures to enhance its efficiency, 
sustainability, and global 
competitiveness.
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Significance

● Geostrategic
○ Bridge to SE Asia
○ Regional security & peace

● Economic
○ 5th export destination
○ Energy - Maitree Power Plant, 

India-Bangladesh Friendship 
Pipeline

● Security
○ BNP (alleged links to ISI), 

Jamaat hostile
○ Deteriorating Myanmar
○ Joint Exercises: Sampriti, Bongo 

Sagar
● Geopolitical

○ Natural pillar to Act East policy
○ Regional fora - BIMSTEC, 

SAARC, BBIN, IORA
● Connectivity

○ Land route, inland waterways 
to NE

○ IBP Route - Maia port to 
Sultanganj port

○ Agartala-Akhaura, Chittagong, 
Mongla ports

● P-P ties
○ Historical & cultural, Tourism

Challenges

Challenges due exit of Sheikh Hasina

● Attacks on minorities - Bangla 
speaking Hindus

● Anti India groups voice under 
Jamaat-e-Islami

● Stagnated potential FTA
● NE & Chicken’s Neck vulnerability
● Geopolitical

○ Anti India militant groups 
refuge

○ Rohingyas
● Geoeconomic

○ $8bn LoC threatened by unrest
○ India owned textile 

manufacturing units
● Geostrategic

○ Growing Chinese influence
○ Border disputes - Assam & 

Tripura
● Security

○ Armed dacoity, Drug 
smuggling

○ Cattle smuggling
○ Trafficking & prostitution

● Transboundary River waters - 
Teesta, Farakka barrage

Suggestions

● New Alliances
○ Wait & watch, engage with the 

entire spectrum
○ Beyond ‘71 liberation narrative

● Border security - Joint Task Force
● Trade & Commerce

○ FTA
○ Focus on energy, 

infrastructure, and SEZs
○ Ensure investment protection 

frameworks
○ Digital connectivity corridor

India Bangladesh
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● Geopolitical maneuvering
○ Collab with US, EU to counter 

China
○ Work with Gulf allies to counter 

extremist influence
○ UN platform to highlight 

minorities plight
● Principled stand

○ Democracy but no direct 
political influence

○ Rohingya refugees

Mains Practice Question

Evaluate the significance of 
India-Bangladesh relations in the 
context of regional stability and 
economic cooperation. Identify the 
key challenges facing bilateral ties 
and suggest measures to 
strengthen this partnership in the 
future.
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Background

Anticipatory Bail: GST & Customs 
Acts
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Anticipatory Bail: Judicial Opinions

● Gurbaksh Singh Sibbia v. the State 
of Punjab, 1980

○ ‘reasons to believe’ that he 
may be arrested

○ filing of an FIR
○ No blanket anticipatory bail
○ conditions as per the situations 

and the seriousness of the 
reason

● State of MP v. Rama Krishna 
Balothia, 1995

○ Not a fundamental right
● Sushila Aggarwal v. State (NCT of 

Delhi), 2020
○ not strictly bound by time
○ lower Courts can  limit the 

validity - special 
circumstances 

● M. C. Abraham v. the State of 
Maharashtra, 2002

○ rejection of bail ≠ necessary 
arrest

● Bhadresh Bipinbhai Sheth v. State of 
Gujarat, 2015

○ rejection without proper 
justification = violation of A-21

● State of Maharashtra v. Vishwas, 
1978

○ can recall or cancel bail
○ special privilege - not be 

misused

Anticipatory Bail: GST & Customs 
Acts
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Background

● Waqf Act, 1995 - regulates waqf 
property

● Waqf - endowment of movable or 
immovable property for purposes 
considered pious, religious, or 
charitable under Muslim law.  

● Waqf Boards - every state

Waqf Bill

● Formation of waqf
○ Declaration 
○ recognition based on 

long-term use (waqf by user)
○ endowment when the line of 

succession ends 
(waqf-alal-aulad)

● Government property as waqf
● Power to determine if a property is 

waqf:  Not Waqf Board
● Survey of waqf:  Collector
● Central Waqf Council

○ to advise the central and state 
governments and Waqf Boards

○ Union Minister in-charge of 
Waqf is the ex-officio 
chairperson

○ 2 must be non-Muslims
○ MPs, former judges, and 

eminent persons need not be
○ Of the Muslim members, two 

must be women
● Waqf Boards: 

○ state government to nominate, 
need not be Muslims

○ 2 non-Muslim members
○ At least 1 Shias, Sunnis, and 

Backward classes + Bohra and 
Agakhani if they have waqf in 
the state.

● Composition of Tribunals:
○ to address disputes over waqf.
○ a current or former District 

Court judge as its chairman
○ a current or former officer of 

the rank joint secretary to the 
state government. 

● Appeal on orders of Tribunals: - High 
Court within 90 days.

● Powers of the central government:
○ make rules regarding: (i) 

registration, (ii) publication of 
accounts of waqf, and (iii) 
publication of proceedings of 
waqf Boards + audited by the 
CAG or a designated officer. 

● Waqf Boards for Bohra and 
Agakhani

Changes

● 2 Muslim women - members of both 
the State Waqf Boards (Section 14) 
and the Central Waqf Council (Section 
9)

● 1 member from the Muslim OBC 
community - in the State Waqf Boards

● State govt separate Waqf Boards for 
the Aghakhani and Bohra 
communities

● In family waqfs (Waqf Alal Aulad), 
woman’s inheritance rights to be 
protected - waqif can only dedicate 
property if female heirs get their 
rightful share

Waqf Amendment Bill
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● SEC invoked Article 5(a) of the 
Convention - Adani case

● Requests MoL&J to serve summons.
● Exploring alternative service under 

U.S. Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.
Hague Service Convention

● Adopted in 1965 (India joined in 
2006)

● cross-border litigation and service of 
documents

● 84 signatory states, including India, 
U.S.

● Primary service method: Designated 
central authorities; alternative 
channels available.

U.S. Pause on FCPA Enforcement
● Trump administration paused 

Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) 
enforcement for 180 days

● SEC's filing - pause does not apply 
retroactively.

India's Take
● Rejects alternative service methods 

under Article 10 (e.g., diplomatic or 
consular channels).

● Service must go through MoL&J

Hague Service Convention
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Service Process in India
● Documents must be in English or 

with an English translation.
● Ministry may reject requests - 

security, sovereignty
● Service completion usually takes 6-8 

months.
● Can’t reject merely because 

exclusive jurisdiction under domestic 
law

Judicial Precedents
● Conflicting rulings on service through 

alternative channels (email/social 
media).

○ FTC v. PCCare247 (2013): U.S. 
court allowed email/Facebook 
service.

○ PNB (2019): English court 
rejected alternative service.

● Parties sometimes waive Hague 
Convention provisions in contracts 
(e.g., Rockefeller Tech v. Changzhou 
SinoType, 2020).

Default Judgment
● allowed if foreign government 

refuses to cooperate.
● Article 15 (as a safety valve) - 

Conditions:
○ Document transmitted through 

Convention methods.
○ 6 months have passed since 

transmission.
○ No service certificate despite 

reasonable efforts.
● India permits even without service 

certificates
● Duong v. DDG BIM Services LLC 

(2023): U.S. court considered default 
judgment

Hague Service Convention
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● smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles
● unique mass nesting -Arribada - thousands of females come together on the 

same beach to lay eggs
● Distribution:

○ warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian oceans
○ Odisha’s Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary

● Features:
○ 70 cm in length, 35-45 kg 
○ 1 or 2 visible claws on each paddle-like flippers
○ omnivorous
○ migrate thousands of kilometers between feeding and mating grounds

● Conservation Status:
○ IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
○ Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule 1
○ CITES: Appendix I

Olive Ridley Turtle
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● Allegation: judge had ties to a private company involved in the cases
● Lokpal’s order focus - authority to hear cases against judges, not on case merits
● SC stayed Lokpal's order

SC's Rationale for Stay
● judicial independence
● possible executive overreach
● Lokpal is an executive body

Legal Protection for Judges
● Section 77 of IPC (Section 15 BNS)- charges related to official duties
● K Veeraswami case, 1991

a. CJ Madras HC disproportionate assets, investigation u/PoCA
b. presidential sanction for criminal cases against judges after consulting CJI

● Judicial protection to avoid frivolous prosecution and harassment
Procedure for Charging Judges

● No Parliamentary approval, unlike Impeachment

Lokpal Order on HC Judge
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Lokpal Act and Definition of Public Servant:
● Section 14: Public servant - not explicitly judges but officers of body established by 

an Act of Parliament
● HC judges might fall under this category based on historical Acts (e.g., High Courts 

Act, 1861, GoI Act, 1935) - using General Clauses Act, 1987

Lokpal’s Application of Definition:
● can’t hear cases against SC judges (per previous case in January 2025).
● to forward the complaint to the CJI for guidance before proceeding
● Acknowledged need for careful handling of cases involving judicial figures

Lokpal Order on HC Judge
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the World Bank's Logistics 
Performance Index (LPI):

1. The LPI is published annually by the 
World Bank to assess the logistics 
performance of countries worldwide.

2. It ranks countries based on parameters 
such as customs efficiency, 
infrastructure quality, and timeliness of 
shipments.

3. In the latest LPI rankings, India has 
consistently ranked among the top 10 
globally.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements:
1. India and Bangladesh share the longest 

land border among all of India’s 
neighboring countries.

2. The Ganga Waters Treaty of 1996 
governs the sharing of waters of the 
Teesta River.

3. The Maitree Express connects Kolkata 
with Dhaka.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3.  Consider the following statements 
regarding the Central Waqf Council (CWC):

1. It is a statutory body under the Ministry 
of Minority Affairs.

2. The Council advises the Central 
Government on matters concerning the 
administration of Waqf properties in 
India.

3. The Chairperson of the Council is appointed 
by the Chief Justice of India.
Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q4.   Consider the following statements 
regarding the Olive Ridley turtle:

1. Olive Ridley turtles are the smallest and 
most abundant of all sea turtles found in 
the world.

2. They are known for their unique mass 
nesting behavior called "Arribada."

3. India has no major nesting sites for Olive 
Ridley turtles.

4. They are classified as "Critically 
Endangered" under the IUCN Red List.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2, and 3 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, and 4 only

Answer: a

Q5.  Regarding the Hague Service Convention, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is an international treaty that facilitates 
the service of legal documents between 
member countries.

2. India is a signatory to the Hague Service 
Convention.

3. The convention applies only to civil and 
commercial matters, excluding criminal 
cases.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b
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