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What is Delimitation?

- Constituency - Particular Area - 
Representative

- Process of fixing ‘the number of seats’ & 
‘boundaries’ of territorial constituencies 
- each State for the LS and LAs

- Article 82 & 170(3)
- Reserved Seats - STs & SCs - 330; 332
- Why in News? 

● Delimitation - First Census - 2026; 
Census - 2021

Who performs Delimitation?

- Delimitation Commission
- Act of the Parliament
- 4 times - 1952, 1962, 1972, 2002
- Article 81 - “the ratio between that 

number and the population of the state 
is, so far as practicable, the same for all 
States”

- Disincentivised - Population control 
measures

- 42nd CAA - FROZE - till 2000, 1971 Census
- 84th CAA - till 2026; H/e 

‘Readjustment & Rationalisation’ -
1991 Census

- 87th CAA - ‘R & R’ - 2001 Census
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“Lines of Power”: Understanding 
Delimitation
What is the Significance of Delimitation?
● Fair Representation - Population Change - 

"one citizen-one vote-one value."
● Equity - equitable distribution of seats; 

prevents underrepresentation or 
overrepresentation

● Reserved Seats for SC/ST - political 
representation for marginalized communities

● Federalism - distribution of political power 
among states; harmony among diverse 
regions

● Population Control Measures -  impending 
delimitation exercise - raises questions about 
the effectiveness and implications - policy

What are the Concerns Related to 
Delimitation?

● Disparity in Representation - b/w northern 
and southern part of India - population; 
disregards the progress made by the 
southern states; Federalism; Share in 
Country’s GDP; Disproportionate benefit to 
Northern states

● Inadequate Funding - Finance Commission - 
Census - Devolution of Funds - disparity

● Affecting the Reservations for SCs/ STs - 
Shift of Power - North - Also affect distribution 
of seats reserved

What are the International Practices 
Related to Delimitation?

● US - House of Representatives -capped at 
435; population of the country - increased 
almost 4 times - seats among the States are 
redistributed after every Census through - 
‘method of equal proportion’ - does not result 
in any significant gain or loss for any of the 
States.

● EU - EU Parliament - 720 members - seats 
divided between 27 member countries - 
the principle of ‘degressive 
proportionality’.

Way forward
● Extend the freeze on delimitation
● Permanently freeze seat redistribution
● Balance delimitation with decentralization
● Increase the number of seats in each 

state.
MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
“The upcoming delimitation exercise in India 
is expected to address demographic shifts 
but also raises concerns over federal 
balance and representation. Critically 
examine the key issues and challenges 
associated with delimitation, and suggest 
measures to ensure equitable 
representation while maintaining political 
stability.” (15 Marks, 250 words)
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● ‘no particular definition’ & ‘their own 
criteria’

● These(metallic or non-metallic) have 
two characteristics

- Essentiality
- Supply Chain Risks

● 'criticality' of minerals - changes with 
time

● Examples: antimony, beryllium, 
bismuth, cobalt, copper, gallium, 
germanium, lithium, vanadium, etc.

● Applications:
○ Used to manufacture 

advanced technologies
○ Used in low-emission 

technologies
○ Some also crucial for common 

products

● Top Producers: Chile, Indonesia, 
Congo, China, Australia, and South 
Africa.

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTIONS:
"Critical minerals are essential for India's 
economic security and technological 
advancement. Discuss the significance of 
critical minerals in the context of India's 
energy transition and industrial growth. 
Also, examine the challenges associated 
with their availability and suggest 
measures to ensure a sustainable supply."
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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United Nations (UN) Peacekeeping

● All decisions about establishing, maintaining or 
expanding a peacekeeping operation are taken by the 
UNSC. This is outlined in Chapter VII of the UN Charter, 
which grants the Security Council the primary 
responsibility for maintaining international peace and 
security. 

● The financing of UN Peacekeeping operations is the 
collective responsibility of all UN Member States. Every 
Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective 
share towards peacekeeping. This is under the 
provisions of Article 17 of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

● The contribution of 
Member countries to the 
UN peacekeeping force 
has no effect on their 
voting power in the UN 
General Assembly. Each 
of the 193 Member States 
in the Assembly has one 
vote. 

● In 2007, India became the 
first country to deploy an 
all-women contingent to 
a UN peacekeeping 
mission. India has been 
one of the largest troop 
contributors to UN 
missions since its 
inception.
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● The Directorate of Enforcement or the ED is a 
multi-disciplinary organization mandated 
with investigation of economic crimes and 
violations of foreign exchange laws. The origin 
of this Directorate goes back to 1st May, 1956, 
when an ‘Enforcement Unit’ was formed in the 
Department of Economic Affairs for handling 
Exchange Control Laws violations under FERA 
’47. In the year 1957, this Unit was renamed as 
‘Enforcement Directorate’.
● The prime objective of the ED is the 

enforcement of three key Acts of the 
Government of India namely:
○ FEMA, 1999,
○ PMLA, 2002 and
○ FEOA, 2018

● Whenever any offence is registered by a local 
police station, which has generated proceeds 
of crime over and above ₹1 crore, the IO 
forwards the details to the ED. Alternatively, if 
the offence comes under the knowledge of the 
Central agency, they can then call for the FIR.
● In 1960, the administrative control of the 
Directorate was transferred from the DoEA to 
the DoR. For a short period of 04 years (1973 – 
1977), the Directorate remained under the 
administrative jurisdiction of the DoPT. 
Presently, the Directorate is under the 
administrative control of the DoR, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of India.
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Q1: Consider the following statements 
regarding delimitation:

1. Delimitation is fixing the number of seats 
and boundaries of territorial 
constituencies for the Lok Sabha and 
State Legislative Assemblies.

2. Article 82 and Article 170(3) of the Indian 
Constitution deal with the delimitation 
process.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b)  2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d)  Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q2: Consider the following statements 
regarding Critical Minerals in India:

1. The Ministry of Mines has identified 30 
critical minerals, including Antimony, 
Beryllium, Bismuth, Cobalt, and Lithium.

2. Critical minerals are essential for 
economic development, national 
security, and environmental 
sustainability.

3. India is self-sufficient in critical minerals 
and does not rely on imports to meet the 
demand.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a)  1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q3: Consider the following statements 
regarding UN Peacekeeping operations:

1. Decisions about establishing, 
maintaining, or expanding 
peacekeeping operations are taken by 
the UN Security Council (UNSC) under 
Chapter VII of the UN Charter.

2. The financing of UN Peacekeeping 
operations is the collective responsibility 
of all UN Member States, per Article 17 of 
the UN Charter.

3. India became the first country to deploy an 
all-women contingent to a UN peacekeeping 
mission in 2007.
How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q4: Consider the following statements regarding 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED):

1. The ED was originally established in 1956 as 
the 'Enforcement Unit' to handle violations of 
the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act (FERA), 
1947.

2. The ED is currently under the administrative 
control of the Department of Revenue (DoR), 
Ministry of Finance.

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d

Q5. Consider the following statements regarding 
the National Assessment and Accreditation 
Council (NAAC):

1. It is a government organization in India 
established in 1994 is response to 
recommendations of the National 
Education Policy (1986)

2. It is funded by the UGC and evaluates the 
institutions in terms of their performance 
related to the teaching-learning processes, 
faculty, etc.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
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