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Background
● FICCI-KPMG study, ‘Global Mobility 

of Indian Workforce’,  2030- talent 
shortage of over 85.2  million people. 

● Shortage - approx  $8.45 trillion in 
unrealised annual revenue by 2030.

● Equivalent- GDPs of Germany and 
Japan,” 
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Prelims PYQ 2017. ‘Recognition of Prior 
Learning Scheme’ is sometimes 
mentioned in the news with reference to 

(a) Certifying the skills acquired by 
construction workers through traditional 
channels.

(b) Enrolling the persons in Universities for 
distance learning programmes.

(c) Reserving some skilled jobs to rural and 
urban poor in some public sector 
undertakings.

(d) Certifying the skills acquired by trainees 
under the National Skill Development 
Programme.
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Mains Practise Question

Question : "India stands at a critical 
juncture where the future of work presents 
both significant challenges and 
unprecedented opportunities”. Discuss.
(10 Marks, 150 words)

Q. With reference to Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana, consider the 
following statements:

1. It is the flagship scheme of the 
Ministry of Labour and Employment.

2. It, among other things, will also impart 
training in soft skills, entrepreneurship, 
financial and digital literacy.

3. It aims to align the competencies of 
the unregulated workforce of the 
country to the National Skill 
Qualification Framework.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3
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● ‘Community estimate of global 
glacier mass changes from 2000 to 
2023’, published, journal “Nature”

● Loss- 273 billion tonnes of ice each 
year

● Mumbai,-rise of 4.44 cm between 
1987 and 2021,  worst Indian.

● Every centimetre of sea level rise 
exposes another 2 million people to 
annual flooding somewhere on our 
planet.”
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What Should be done?
● Strengthening Coastal 

Infrastructure: Build Resilient 
Structures, Construct seawalls, flood 
barriers, and elevated buildings.  

● Nature-Based Solutions : Restore 
mangroves, coral reefs, and wetlands

● Policy and Governance: Integrated 
Coastal Zone Management (ICZM)

● Strict Regulations: Enforce building 
codes and restrict construction in 
vulnerable zones.  

● Climate Adaptation Measures: Early 
Warning Systems

● Community Preparedness : Train 
coastal communities in disaster 
response and evacuation., 
Sustainable Livelihoods

● Global and Regional Cooperation: 
International Agreements, Strengthen 
commitments under the Paris 
Agreement and other frameworks.  

● Public Awareness and Education: 
Community Engagement,  Educate 
coastal populations about risks and 
adaptation strategies.  

Mains Practise Question
Question : Discuss the major reasons for 
sea level rise and evaluate its far-reaching 
impacts on ecosystems, economies, and 
human populations
(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Prelims Booster
● Establishment: Formed on December 

28, 1953, as UGC.
● Statutory Status: Became a statutory 

body through 1956 Act.
● Primary Role: Coordinates and 

maintains university education 
standards.

● Regulation: Monitors fake universities, 
autonomous colleges, and deemed 
universities.

● Distance Education: Regulates 
distance education institutions in 
India.

● Head Office: UGC's head office is 
located in New Delhi.
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Feature
National 
Emergency Martial Law

Concept Origin
German 
Constitution

English Common 
Law

Scope of Impact

Fundamental 
Rights, 
Centre-State 
relations, legislative 
powers, Parliament 
tenure

Fundamental 
Rights

Government & 
Courts Continue Suspended

Grounds for 
Imposition

War, external 
aggression, armed 
rebellion

Breakdown of law 
and order

Geographical 
Scope

Entire country or 
part of it Specific area

Constitutional 
Provision Explicit (Article 352)

Implicit (not 
directly 
mentioned)

Prelims PYQ 2022. Which of 
the following is/are the 
exclusive power(s) of Lok 
Sabha?

1. To ratify the 
declaration of 
Emergency

2. To pass a motion of 
no-confidence 
against the Council 
of Ministers

3. To impeach the 
President of India

Select the correct answer 
using the code given 
below:

(a) 1 and 2

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3

(d) 3 only
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Feature Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI)

Foreign Portfolio 
Investment (FPI)

Investment Type Direct ownership of a 
business or assets

Purchase of financial 
assets

Control Investor seeks significant 
control over the company 

or asset

Investor has little or no 
control over the company 

or asset

Time Horizon Typically long-term 
(years to decades)

Typically shorter-term 
(months to years)

Risk Generally considered 
higher risk due to 

involvement in the local 
economy

Generally considered 
lower risk as investments 

are spread across 
companies and countries

Impact on Host 
Country

Can create jobs, transfer 
technology, and boost 

economic growth

Can provide capital for 
companies and 

contribute to market 
liquidity

Regulation Often subject to 
government approval 

and restrictions

Generally less regulated 
than FDI

Examples Building a factory in 
another country, 

acquiring a foreign 
company

Buying stocks or bonds of 
foreign companies, 

investing in mutual funds 
or ETFs that hold foreign 

assets

Q. With reference to 
Foreign Direct 
Investment in India, 
which one of the 
following is considered 
its major 
characteristic? 

(a) It is the investment 
through capital 
instruments essentially 
in a listed company.

(b) It is a largely 
non-debt creating 
capital flow.

(c) It is the investment 
which involves 
debt-servicing.

(d) It is the investment 
made by foreign 
institutional investors in 
Government securities.
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Q1. Consider the following statements:

1. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY) 4.0 aims to provide skill training 
aligned with Industry 4.0 demands.

2. The scheme is implemented by the 
Ministry of Education.

3. It includes on-the-job training and 
linkage with MSMEs

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)  1 and 3 only
(b)  2 only
(c)  1, 2, and 3 
(d)  None

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements: 
1. Melting of Antarctic ice sheets has a 

lesser impact on sea-level rise than 
Greenland ice sheets.

2. Increased freshwater influx from melting 
glaciers can disrupt oceanic circulation 
patterns.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding Open Market Operations: 

1. OMO involves the buying and selling of 
government securities by the RBI to 
regulate liquidity.

2. OMO directly affects the repo rate in the 
monetary policy framework.

3. OMO can be used to both inject and 
absorb liquidity from the banking 
system.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding the levels of economic integration: 

1. A Customs Union allows free movement 
of goods and services but maintains 
independent external tariffs for member 
countries.

2. A Common Market includes factor 
mobility along with a unified trade policy.

3. An Economic Union is the first stage of 
economic integration.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to the Martial Law, consider 
the following statements:

1. Fundamental rights maybe suspended 
temporarily.

2. Martial Law has no specific constitutional 
provision.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 & 2
(d) None of the above

Answer: a




