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● ‘evolving development needs of India’
● Overhaul of the Education System
● Replaced National Policy on 

Education, 1986 (modified in 1992)
● Salient features-

- Universal Access
- Shift to a 5+3+3+4 system
- Multilingualism
- Inclusive Education
- GER Enhancement
- Research Focus
- Language Preservation
- Internationalization
- Enhanced Funding
- PARAKH Assessment Center
- Technology Integration
- Gender Inclusion Fund
- Special Education Zones

Prospects
● Holistic Development - beyond Rote 

Learning; 
‘complexities’ of the 21st century
● Improved Equity and Inclusion-

- ECCE
- Focus on Mother-Tongue 

Instruction
- Seeks to expand RTE, 2009

● Skill Development for Employability - 
WB data

● Empowering Teachers - four-year 
integrated B.Ed. degree program

Challenges
● Implementation Hurdles - Funding, 

Political Will, Collaboration
● Emphasis on Privatization
● Centralization of Power
● Digital Divide
● Teacher Training and Recruitment - 

NCTE
● Shifting Mindsets - from a 

rote-learning focused system
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Present Context
● The Union Government has withheld 

₹2,152 crore meant for TN under the 
Samagra Shiksha scheme.

● The reason: TN’s refusal to join the PM 
SHRI scheme due to its opposition to the 
NEP 2020.

● Key point of contention - 
three-language formula in NEP 2020, 
which TN strongly opposes.

What Does NEP 2020 State?
● Retains - three-language formula; 1968 

NEP.
● The NEP 1968 - Hindi compulsory in 

non-Hindi speaking States, while the 2020 
version - allows flexibility.

● NEP 2020 states that:
○ Two of the three languages must 

be Indian languages.
○ Students can choose languages, 

and Hindi is not mandatory.
○ Bilingual teaching (mother tongue 

+ English) is encouraged.
○ Sanskrit - special emphasis as an 

optional subject.

Tamil Nadu’s Opposition to the NEP 2020

● Long-standing resistance to Hindi 
imposition - 1937.

● Major anti-Hindi protests 
occurred in 1965 - violent 
agitations and casualties.

● In 1968 - first DMK government - 
passed a resolution to scrap the 
three-language formula - remove 
Hindi from schools.

● TN - two-language policy (Tamil 
and English)

● Both - DMK and AIADMK - 
historically opposed - 
three-language formula.

● In 2019, TN - Kasturirangan 
Committee - drop the mandatory 
Hindi clause from the draft NEP.
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Why the Three-Language Formula is Seen 
as a Hindi Imposition?
● Political parties, activists - TN - 

“backdoor” method to impose Hindi.
● They argue that:

○ Practical implementation of 
three languages - inevitably 
lead to Hindi being pushed.

○ The Centre - ₹50 crore (2019) to 
appoint Hindi teachers in 
non-Hindi speaking States - 
not provided similar support for 
regional languages in North 
India.

○ KVs lack sufficient regional 
language teachers, reflecting a 
bias towards Hindi.

● Union Education Minister’s stance:
○ Mr. Pradhan has stated that the 

three-language policy is 
non-negotiable; criticized TN 
for its "myopic vision" towards 
NEP 2020.

● Tamil Nadu’s Response:
○ CM - Centre attempting to 

impose Hindi under the guise of 
NEP

○ He has vowed that TN’s 
interests will not be 
compromised as long as the 
his party is in power

Way Forward

● Constructive dialogue - Centre and 
TN - essential.

● Education - Concurrent List (moved 
from State List during Emergency) - 
both Centre and State must 
cooperate.

● TN’s two-language policy has proven 
successful, with:
○ High Gross Enrolment Ratio
○ Low dropout rates

● The Samagra Shiksha scheme - 
crucial for education, and disputes 
over a third language should not 
hinder funding for students.

Mains Practice Question
“"The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims 
to promote multilingualism through the 
three-language formula, yet it has faced strong 
resistance from certain states, particularly Tamil 
Nadu. Critically analyze the merits and 
challenges of the three-language policy in the 
context of India's linguistic diversity and 
federalism. Also, suggest a way forward to 
balance national integration with regional 
linguistic aspirations.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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● ‘struggles that emerge when the presence or 
behaviour of wildlife poses a threat to human 
interests’ - negative impacts on people and/or 
wildlife.

● Usually occurs in areas - wildlife and human 
populations overlap.

● Management of HWC is the primary responsibility 
of the respective State/ UT Government.
○ Recently, Kerala has also declared HWC as 

a state-specific disaster, shifting the 
responsibility to the State Disaster 
Management Authority.

Impact of the Human-Animal Conflict 
● Impact on Wildlife: threatens survival of species - 

retaliation or pre-emptive killings 
● Impact on Ecosystems: damage to crops and 

livestock population - predator-prey balance
● Impact on Social Dynamics: Discord - farmers & 

conservationists
● Impact on Local Communities: vulnerable, poor 

and marginalised communities
● Impact on Commodity Production: affect 

businesses - agricultural produce - decrease in 
their productivity and profitability. 

● Other Impacts: Livelihood 
insecurity; food insecurity; 
translocation of animals; 
etc.

Initiatives taken for mitigation 
of HWC
● Creation of Protected 

Areas Networks
● Species specific 

Guidelines
● Centrally Sponsored 

Schemes: 'Project Tiger' 
and 'Project Elephant' 

● National Wildlife Action 
Plan 2017-2035 (NWAP)

● National Human-Wildlife 
Conflict Mitigation 
Strategy and Action Plan 
(2021-26): ‘harmonious 
co-existence and overall 
well-being’ 

Way Forward
● Shifting focus - ‘Conflict 

to Coexistence’ - holistic 
and integrated approach; 
Ex. The Wild Life 
(Protection) Act of India, 
1972

● Holistic understanding 
the conflict

● Building Barriers
● Enabling Policy 

Frameworks: WWF 
suggested for inclusion of 
HWC management plan 
within the SDGs or UN CBD

CONTEXT: Human-Animal conflicts are on rise. In Wayanad, 7 people have lost their life in 
the last 2 months. 
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CONTEXT: Human-Animal conflicts are on rise. In Wayanad, 7 people have lost their life in 
the last 2 months. 

● Role of Community: 
Community-based volunteers or RRTs 
- 'friends of wild animals'

Mains Practice Question
“Human-animal conflict has emerged as a 
significant challenge in India's conservation 
efforts, leading to ecological, economic, 
and social repercussions." Discuss the 
causes of human-animal conflict in India 
and suggest viable strategies for mitigation 
while ensuring both wildlife conservation 
and human well-being.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Prelims Booster
The Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister 
of India is the administrative head of the 
PMO. The officeholder is generally a retired 
civil servant, mostly commonly from the IAS 
and occasionally from the IFS.

Since 2019, the officeholder has been 
accorded with the status of a cabinet 
minister.The office holder ranks 7th in the 
Order of Precedence of India.

The main functions of the officeholder 
often include, but are not limited to:

● Advising the prime minister on 
domestic and foreign policy matters

● Overseeing the affairs of ministries 
and departments assigned by the 
prime minister

● Coordinating activities in the PMO
● Dealing with official, governmental, 

important paperwork in the PMO
● Preparing notes on issues to be 

discussed by the prime minister with 
senior politicians, bureaucrats, and 
other dignitaries.

● Placing before the PM critical files of 
importance for approval and 
instructions

The Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister 
is generally considered the latter's most 
crucial aide

SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2 : Governance
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 8
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Eklavya Model Residential 
Schools
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the language policy under NEP 
2020:

1. Students must compulsorily learn Hindi 
as one of the three languages.

2. Two of the three languages chosen by 
students must be Indian languages.

3. NEP 2020 promotes bilingual teaching, 
using the mother tongue along with 
English.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Which of the following are drivers of 
Human-Wildlife Conflict:

1. Melting sea ice in the Arctic
2. Changes in Land use causing expansion 

of agriculture
3. Linear infrastructure development in 

forest areas
Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: d

Q3. Match the following key events with their 
significance in the evolution of the European 
Union (EU):

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) A-2, B-1, C-3
b) A-1, B-2, C-3
c) A-3, B-1, C-2
d) A-2, B-3, C-1

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding Ekalavya Model Residential Schools 
(EMRS):

1. These schools provide free education 
and follow the CBSE curriculum.

2. Only Scheduled Tribe (ST) students are 
allowed admission to EMRS.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q5. Which of the following statements is/are 
correct regarding the Principal Secretary to 
the Prime Minister of India?

1. The Principal Secretary to the PM is the 
administrative head of the PMO.

2. Since 2019, the Principal Secretary has 
been given the status of a Cabinet 
Minister.

3. The Principal Secretary holds the 7th rank 
in the Order of Precedence in India.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c
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Events Significance

(A) Treaty of 
Rome (1957)

(1) Transformed EC into EU, 
expanded the scope beyond 
economic integration

(B) Maastricht 
Treaty (1993)

(2) Established the European 
Economic Community (EEC)

(C) Lisbon Treaty 
(2007)

(3) Aimed to make EU more 
democratic and efficient




