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Significance of Qatar

● Geoeconomic
○ Bilateral trade - $14 bn
○ Trade imbalance
○ Export destination for Qatar
○ 48% of LNG imports - 3rd 

largest NG reserves
● Geostrategic

○ Defence cooperation 
agreement in 2008

○ DIMDEX Conference
○ Zair Al Bahr

● Geopolitical
○ GCC member
○ Doha agreement
○ Israel Hamas mediation 

talks
● Diaspora

○ Largest expatriate 
community: >8 lac

Significance of Gulf

● Historical
○ Civilizational ties
○ Arabs as conduits to the 

West
● Diaspora

○ Remittances - 40%
○ 9 mn in GCC

● Energy security
○ Geographical proximity
○ Established buyer-seller 

networks
○ 60% ONG

● Economic Relations
○ Gulf Investments

i. $24 bn since 2000
ii. Energy sector

○ 18% of foreign trade

Challenges wrt Qatar

● Arrest of ex-Navy personnel in 
Espionage case

● Islamic Conservatism & 
Derogatory references to Prophet

● Harbouring Terrorism
● Using Soft Power against India - 

Financing Al-Jazeera

Challenges wrt Gulf

● Iran US Tensions
● Balancing Iran and Saudi Arabia
● Israel Palestine
● Proxy conflicts
● Religious & Sectarian Divides

Updates

● Strategic Partnership with a security component - 
already Kuwait, Oman, UAE, Saudi Arabia

● Signed DTAA
● Cooperation Areas: trade, investment, energy, security, 

regional and international fora
● Exploring FTA
● India strategically ambiguous on Trump’s proposal on 

Gaza
● Repatriation of Commander Purnendu Tiwary
● Joint Business Forum
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Suggestions

● Link and Act West Policy
● Economic Diplomacy
● Diversify Energy sources
● Neutral Diplomacy - 

Balancing Regional Ties
● Promoting Stability - 

peace initiatives, regional 
dialogues

● Leverage Soft Power - 
diaspora, cultural ties

UPSC PYQs
2016

Which of the following is not a 
member of ‘Gulf Cooperation 
Council’? 

(a) Iran

(c) Oman

(b) Saudi Arabia

(d) Kuwait

2017

The question of India’s Energy 
Security constitutes the most 
important part of India’s 
economic progress. Analyze 
India’s energy policy cooperation 
with West Asian Countries. 

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
Discuss the significance of the strategic partnership between India and 
Qatar. What are the key challenges in this bilateral relationship, and 
what measures can be taken to further strengthen these ties?



CONTEXT: Protests in Nepal’s Parliament over the alleges suicide by a student of KIIT 

India Nepal

Significance of India for Nepal

● Trade Partner, 1/3rd FDI
● Defence

○ Equipment & Training
○ Joint Exercise - Surya Kiran
○ Gorkha Regiment

● Connectivity
○ Border Infra, Rail Links, ICPs

● Energy
○ Agreement on Power 

Trade, Cross-border 
Transmission 
Interconnection & Grid 
Connectivity

○ Hydroelectric projects - 
Arun-3 run of the river, 
Western Gandak, 
Devighat, Trisuli

○ Petro Pipeline - Motihari to 
Amlekhgunj

● Cultural
○ Treaty of Peace & 

Friendship 1950
○ Sister City Agreements - 

Kathmandu Varanasi, 
Lumbini Bodhgaya

● Developmental Assistance
○ 2015 Nepal EQ
○ Financial Aid

Significance of Nepal for India

● Geopolitical
○ Strategic position - buffer 

state
○ Natural barrier

● Geoeconomic
○ Duty free access to market 

- India-Nepal Treaty of 
Trade, SAFTA

○ Energy - hydro potential
● Geostrategic

○ Regional stability
○ Law enforcement, counter 

terrorism

Challenges
Trade Imbalance

● Border Disputes (Treaty of Sugauli 1816)
○ Kali & Mechi - ‘tri-junction’ & Susta
○ New Map by Nepal in 2019

● 2015 New constitution
● Madhesi Rights
● Economic Blockade Impact
● Calls for revision of Friendship Treaty 1950
● Accusation of Big brotherly attitude, interference
● Delays in projects - Mahakali Treaty 1996
● Open Border concerns - trafficking, fake currency, drugs, 

arms
● Chinese influence

○ Trans-Himalayan Multidimensional Connectivity 
Network

○ Sino-Nepal military exercises
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CONTEXT: Protests in Nepal’s Parliament over the alleges suicide by a student of KIIT 

India Nepal

Suggestions

● Backdoor diplomacy/ Track II 
diplomacy

● Joint Technical Boundary 
Committee

● Not losing the Perception Battle 
- mutual respect, sovereignty, 
non-interference

● High Impact Community 
Development Projects

● Timely completion of projects
● Economic diplomacy
● Leveraging cultural ties & soft 

power

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION

India-Nepal relations have historically 
been marked by strong cultural, 
economic, and geopolitical ties. 
However, recent tensions have affected 
this bilateral relationship. Analyze the 
significance of India-Nepal relations, 
identify the key challenges faced, and 
suggest measures to enhance 
cooperation and resolve existing issues.
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Rarest of Rare Doctrine

● Debate of Rarest of Rare
● Kolkata Murder case vs Sharon Murder case

Origins of the Doctrine

● 1972 (Jagmohan Singh v. State of U.P.)
a. upheld death penalty’s constitutionality
b. no clear guidelines for its application

● Rajendra Prasad vs. State of UP, 1979
a. 2 things must - record special reason, only in 

extraordinary circumstances
● 1980 (Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab)

a. introduced ‘rarest of rare’ doctrine
b. didn’t define it clearly

● 1983 (Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab)
a. framework with 5 categories

Categories for Rarest of Rare
● Manner of committing 

the murder: Brutal and 
dastardly crimes

● Motive of the murder: 
Committed with total 
depravity

● Socially abhorrent 
nature: Hate or bias 
crimes

● Magnitude of the crime: 
Large-scale impact

● Personality of the 
offender: Crimes 
against vulnerable 
victims (children, elderly, 
etc.)

Revisions to Death Penalty 
Application
● Mithu v. State of Punjab 

(1983):
a. Struck down 

Section 303 of IPC 
- Violated Articles 
14 and 21

● September 2022:
a. referred to a 

Constitution 
Bench - 
application of 
mitigating 
circumstances 
before declaring a 
crime as "rarest of 
rare."
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SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2: Governance
Newspaper : Indian Express Page No: 18  

Allahbadia Bail & Free Speech

● Interim Protection from arrest
● Conditions Imposed:

a. cannot air any content on social media until 
further orders

b. Passport Deposit
● Vacuum in online content regulation

Petitioner’s Plea
● Request for Clubbing of FIRs
● Article 32: safeguarding against arbitrary police 

action
● Pattern of Multiple FIRs: different jurisdictions for the 

same offence, restrictions on liberty

SC’s Gag Order
● FIRs Stayed: any future 

FIRs on similar 
allegations

● Allowed to approach 
the police for 
protection against 
threats.

● Unusual Condition: 
prohibiting speech 
before it occurs
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Allahbadia Bail & Free Speech

Bail Conditions
● Section 438(2) CrPC: Allows 

conditional bail
● Common Bail Conditions: passport 

deposit, monetary value, periodic 
appearances

● Onerous Conditions: SC earlier 
criticisms - excessive, "selling bail"

● Gag Order: restricts free speech, 
considered a prior restraint

Previous SC Ruling on Free Speech
● 2022 Zubair Case:

○ rejected an order preventing 
social media use while granting 
bail

○ blanket gag order violates FoSE
○ disproportionate and 

unjustified for bail conditions
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SYLLABUS GS Paper 3: Economy:
Newspaper : Indian Express  Page No: 17  

Imploding Crypto meme coins

● Promotion of Libra Coin:
a. Javier Milei promoted Libra, 

a crypto meme coin, on 
social media

b. linked to a Solana contract 
address

c. later deleted after 
backlash

● Meme Coin Characteristics:
a. Highly volatile, inspired by 

internet/cultural trends
b. No intrinsic value but 

dramatic price changes
c. Indicator of retail 

investors' risk appetite in 
crypto markets

Implosion of Libra Coin
● Initial Success:

○ Market cap $4.5 billion 
shortly after launch

● Rapid Decline:
○ Within hours, $87 million 

cashed out by insiders
○ $4.4 billion erased in value 

- retail 
● Legal Action:

○ Lawyers filed fraud 
complaints

○ Alleged illicit association 
and fraud in the promotion

Global Crypto Landscape and 
Prominent Figures
● Crypto market surged after 

Trump win
● Trump and Melania meme coins, 

raising regulatory concerns
● SEC lead Paul Atkins, Advisor Elon 

Musk also supporters
● signals towards a favorable 

crypto regulatory environment
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Marriages in China: Learning 
for India

● Marriage Registrations Drop: 20% 
from 2023

● Lowest Since 1986
● High living costs, rising urban 

unemployment
● Women's Reluctance: 44% of urban 

women choosing not to marry

Demographic Challenge

● Declining Population: last 3 years, 
deaths > births (2022)

● One-Child Policy: 1980s, long-term 
population imbalances

● Policy Changes:
○ 2-child policy (2016) 3-child 

policy (2021)
○ failed to increase birth rates

● Sex Ratio Imbalance: Desire for male 
children
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Marriages in China: Learning 
for India

Aging Population
● 22% over 60, expected 50% 

by 2050
● Declining Working Age 

Population
● Pension fund may deplete 

by 2035
● Retirement Age: 60 to 63 

for men, 55 for women

Social and Economic Impact
● Economic future and government stability
● Child Rearing Costs: deterrent
● Decreased Care Services: kindergartens 

shutting down

Government Response
● Top-Down Policies
● Xi Jinping’s Call: women to actively cultivate a 

culture of marriage and childbearing
● Disconnect with Society: Policies serving party 

interests
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SYLLABUS: GS Paper 3: Indian Economy
Newspaper : The Hindu  Page No: 7  

Agricultural Protectionism

● India’s Import Tariffs:
a. Average duty in India: 17% 

(2023) - U.S. 3.3%
b. Highest among 

comparable - BRICS
● Tariff Comparison:

a. Comparable number of 
products

b. High tariffs largely on 
agricultural products - 
protect domestic producers

● Reasons for High Agricultural 
Tariffs:
○ Protects food security and 

livelihoods
○ Low investment in 

agriculture (6% of total 
investment in India)

○ Difficulty in reducing tariffs 
due to subsidized U.S. 
agricultural products 
flooding the market
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Agricultural Protectionism

Product-Specific Tariffs
● High Tariffs:

○ Agricultural products, 
dairy, beverages, and 
tobacco: Duty > 30%.

● Decreasing Tariffs:
○ Transport equipment, 

cotton, and textiles
● Increasing Tariffs:

○ Electrical machinery, 
leather/footwear, 
some manufactured 
goods

U.S. Response to Tariffs
● Trump’s Comments:

○ Unclear details on the 
reciprocal tariffs, 
causing unease in 
India.

● India’s Counteraction:
○ Reduced tariffs on 

bourbon whiskey from 
150% to 100%

India-U.S. Trade Dynamics
● India’s Exports to the U.S.:

○ $53 billion in FY25 
(April-November)

○ 18% of India’s total 
exports (15% in’15)

● Impact of Reciprocal Tariffs:
○ Pressure on India to 

reduce agricultural 
tariffs

○ push India to import 
more from US

● India’s Position:
○ India opposes tariff 

negotiations on 
agricultural products 
for FTAs..
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Daily Quiz

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 
India-Qatar relations:

1. The bilateral trade is primarily driven by India’s 
exports of crude oil and natural gas to Qatar.

2. The two countries have signed a defence 
cooperation agreement that allows the 
deployment of Indian military forces in Qatar 
during regional conflicts.

3. Qatar is a major supplier of Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) to India, and the two nations have a 
long-term LNG supply agreement.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
India-Nepal relations:

1. India is Nepal’s largest trading partner, and 
Nepal imports the majority of its petroleum 
products from India.

2. Both nations conduct the joint military 
exercise ‘Surya Kiran’ regularly.

3. The Treaty of Peace and Friendship (1950) 
between India and Nepal facilitates free 
movement of people and trade between the 
two countries.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding 
Libra Coin, the digital currency project initially 
proposed by Meta (formerly Facebook):

1. Libra was designed as a global stablecoin 
backed by a basket of fiat currencies to 
minimize volatility.

2. The project faced regulatory opposition from 
multiple governments, leading to its 
rebranding as Diem before being ultimately 
discontinued.

3. Libra was officially launched in 2022 and is 
currently used in cross-border transactions 
across multiple countries.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 
the demographic challenges faced by China:

1. China’s population has been declining due 
to a falling birth rate and an aging 
population, leading to concerns over 
economic growth and labor shortages.

2. The Chinese government has completely 
abolished all restrictions on family size, 
allowing families to have as many children 
as they wish.

3. More than 22% of China’s population is 
aged 60 and above, creating challenges for 
healthcare, pensions, and workforce 
sustainability.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q5. Consider the following statements regarding 
India-U.S. trade dynamics :

1. India’s exports to the U.S. stood at $53 
billion in FY25 (April–November), 
accounting for 18% of India’s total exports.

2. India has agreed to include agricultural 
tariff reductions in Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) negotiations with the U.S. to boost 
trade relations.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1  only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
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