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Issues with SIR 2.0:
● Issue of Timing: 

○ Between 2003 and 2024, there 
have been five general 
elections to the Lok Sabha 
and many elections in the 
States and Union Territories.

○ done right before elections in 
Bihar, and now in Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala & West bengal.

● Legal Challenge:
○ Section 21 of the 

Representation of the People 
Act, 1950 outlines four types 
of electoral roll revisions:
■ Before Lok Sabha or 

Assembly elections; 
Before by-elections; On 
ECI’s annual direction, 
and Special revision for 
a constituency or part 
of it (with the ECI 
recording reasons for 
doing so.

○ Revisions under points (1) to 
(3) must use January 1 as the 
qualifying date, per Section 
14 (b).

○ Only special revisions (point 
4) can be conducted 
anytime, but only for a 
constituency or part thereof, 
not an entire state.

● Inexplicable Document list:
○ list of documents that could 

be submitted as proof of 
identity.

○  Countrywide, there is no 
single piece of evidence that 
proves Indian citizenship — a 
document that has the status 
of being evidence of 
citizenship status.

● Power to determine Citizenship:
○ ECI has no power to determine 

citizenship, and only the Home 
Ministry has.

○ Or by quasi-judicial bodies such 
as Foreigners Tribunals 
constituted under the Foreigners 
Act, 1946.

● Disenfranchisement of Voters: In 
Bihar After 1st phase 

■ 65 lakh voters deleted in 
Bihar’s draft voter 

■ average deletion of about 
27,000 voters per 
constituency.

● Competing for backwardness:
○ large swathes of rural areas in 

Tamil Nadu with almost zero 
Internet connectivity. 

● Lack of machine readable voter 
list: 2003 electoral roll - to verify the 
presence
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Way Ahead:
● Use de-duplication software : to 

identify duplicate names in the 

electoral roll.

● Involvement of Local bodies: to 

identify voters who had migrated or 

were dead.

● Participatory approach: a 

mandatory social audit for electoral 

roll revision and verification.

● Electoral roll in machine readable 

formats

○ convert all State/UT rolls into a 

fully searchable digital format, 

using English as the standard 

for searchable data and 

metadata.

● Data integration: fuse old records 

with reliable datasets — Aadhaar, 

PAN/Income Tax, driving licence, and 

local body records. 

○ Aadhaar must be strengthened 

as the anchor for identity 

verification.

● Submission of EFs online: supported 

by mobile digital kiosks operated by 

trained personnel, while electoral 

officials handle ground verification.

● Enable seamless integration of all 

processes through ECINet: complete 

document verification, uploads, and 

post-validation checks entirely online, 

with transparent workflows.

Mains Practise Question:
“Accurate electoral rolls are essential for 

ensuring universal adult suffrage. In this 

context, evaluate the challenges posed by 

SIR 2.0. Critically analyse the way forward 

to ensure that the exercise remains 

inclusive, transparent, and free from 

exclusion errors.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Stats:
● National Annual Report 

& Index on Women’s 
Safety (NARI) 2025:
○ By NCW - 

perception-based 
reality check on 
urban safety in India.

○ Least Safe Cities: 
Patna, Jaipur, 
Faridabad, Delhi, 
Kolkata, Srinagar, 
and Ranchi.

○ Harassment Trends: 
■ 7% of women 

reported 
harassment in 
2024, rising to 
14% for women 
under 24. 
Verbal 
harassment 
(58%) was 
most common, 
with 
neighborhoods 
(38%) and 
public 
transport (29%) 
as key 
hotspots.

○ Low trust: 75% of 
women lack trust in 
police and legal 
systems.

○ Reporting Gaps: Only 
20% of victims 
reported incidents to 
authorities, with just 
22% of complaints 
registered and 16% 
acted upon.

● National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5):

○  30% of women in India between 15-49 

years of age have experienced physical, 

sexual or domestic violence.

● Women, Peace and Security Index 2025/26:

○ ranks 181 countries globally based on 

women’s status across three key 

dimensions: inclusion, justice, and 

security.

○ India ranks at the 131st position with a 

0.607 score.
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Reasons:
● Patriarchal Societal Norms: women 

as subordinate 

○ Khap Panchayats often 

enforce rigid gender norms.

○ Prevalence of ‘Ladka hai Galti 

ho jaati hai mindset‘ in India.

● Inadequate safety in public places: 

○ For ex- Nirbhaya Rape in a 

public transportation and 

Kolkata rape in a public 

hospital highlights the lack of 

public safe spaces for women.

● Increased objectification of 

sexuality in movies

● Underreporting of crime: cultural 
stigma 
○ ex- Brushing off the child 

molestation issues under the 
carpet.

● Feminization of Poverty:
○ Periodic Labour Force Survey 

2023-24 - about 85.9% of 
employed women in India are 
in the informal sector.

○ Agriculture Census 2015-16, 
about 11.72% of the total 
operated area in the country 
was operated by female 
operational holders.

● Lack of Awareness and Education: 
○ As per NARI, 2025: 53% were 

unaware of mandatory 
Prevention of Sexual 
Harassment (POSH) policies.

● Weak Law Enforcement:
○ NCRB data shows the 

conviction rate for rape ranged 
from 27 to 28% in the 2018-2022 
period.

Government Initiatives for Women's 
Safety:
● Nirbhaya Fund
● SHe-Box Portal: register workplace 

sexual harassment complaints. It is 
accessible to all women, regardless of 
their work sector 
(organized/unorganized, public/private).

● Mission Shakti: 
○ UP government to make 

improvements to women’s safety, 
and reduce the consequent 
violence and exploitation faced by 
them.

● Police pink booths:
○  Launched by the Delhi 

government, these booths are 
dedicated to addressing the 
grievances of women passersby.

● Online Movements and campaigns:
○  #CallItOut because 

#ItsNotOK campaign, #MeToo 
movement, have been 
launched to facilitate 
knowledge transfer.
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Way Ahead:
● Fast-Track Courts: recommended 

by Justice Verma Committee. 
Increase women's representation in 
the judiciary.

● Comprehensive gender 
sensitization programs

● Enhanced Police Training: 
specialized police units like SHE 
Teams, a division of Telangana Police

● Improved Survivor Support Systems
○ Rape Crisis Centres like in 

countries like Australia, 
Canada, America, United 
Kingdom, etc, can be set up in 
India.

● Media Responsibility: responsible 
reporting of crimes
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What is neurotechnology?
➔ Use of mechanical tools to talk 

directly to the brain.
➔ It includes systems that can record, 

monitor, or even influence neural 
activity, opening up new ways to 
understand how the mind works and, 
consequently, how it might be 
repaired or enhanced.

➔ Brain-Computer Interface - a 
technology that blends neuroscience 
and computing to translate thoughts 
into action. 
◆ Can turn brain signals into 

digital commands that control 
a computer cursor, a 
wheelchair, or even a robotic 
arm.

◆ Uses: A BCI essentially listens to 
the brain, decodes its signals, 
and can turn them into 
instructions for a prosthetic to 
follow.
● stimulating certain brain 

regions to treat 
depression or 
Parkinson’s disease.

➔ Why does India need it?
◆ Significant neurological 

disease burden:
● from strokes and spinal 

cord injuries to 
Parkinson’s disease and 
depression.

● Between 1990 and 2019, 
the share of 
non-communicable and 
injury-related 
neurological disorders in 
India’s overall disease 
load rose steadily, with 
stroke emerging as the 
largest contributor.

◆ Making life easier: 
● For those living with 

paralysis, 
neuroprosthetics could 
restore mobility and 
communication. 

● For mental health 
patients, targeted neural 
stimulation offers the 
possibility of reducing 
long-term dependence 
on medication.

◆ Developing global 
competence:
● Neurotechnology sits at 

the intersection of 
biotechnology, 
engineering, and AI, 
sectors where India is 
rapidly developing 
global competence.

How can India benefit from 
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Where does India stand today?
➔ Creating academic and private 

sector strengths:

◆ IIT Kanpur unveiled a 

BCI-based robotic hand that 

could be useful for stroke 

patients.

◆ National Brain Research 

Centre in Manesar, and the 

Brain Research Centre at 

IISc, Bangalore are leading 

research centres for 

neuroscience. 

◆ Dognosis, a startup: is using 

neurotechnology to study 

brain signals in dogs, aiming 

to detect the neural patterns 

that occur when they 

recognise the scent of 

cancer in human breath 

samples.

● potential to 

revolutionise cancer 

screening in humans.
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PYQs :
Q. Consider the following statements in 
respect of the digital rupee: ( 2024 )

1. It is a sovereign currency issued by 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in 
alignment with its monetary policy.

2. It appears as a liability on the RBI’s 
balance sheet.

3. It is insured against inflation by its 
very design.

4. It is freely convertible against 
commercial bank money and cash.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct ?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 4 only

(d) 1, 2 and 4

Crypto transactions 
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  Issues with monopolies : About the Index:
● It measures the size of companies 

relative to the size of the industry 
they're in.

● How it is calculated:
○ we take the percentage 

market share of each firm in 
an industry, square that 
number, and then add all the 
squares together.

● Range: ranges from 1 (least 
concentrated) to 10,000 (most 
concentrated). 
○ The 10,000 figure comes from a 

theoretical scenario where 
there is only one company 
operating in the industry, with 
100% of the market share.
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About AI Preparedness Index  :
➔ It assesses the level of AI 

preparedness across 174 countries.
➔ Released by: IMF
➔ The rating for each country is given 

based on the assessment of 
readiness in four key areas – digital 
infrastructure, human capital and 
labour market policies, innovation and 
economic integration, and regulation 
and Ethics.

➔ The Index has categorised each 
country into Advanced Economy, 
Emerging Market Economy , and 
Low-Income Country.
◆ India categorised as an 

Emerging Market Economy.

About IMF :
● Genesis: formed in 1944 at the 

Bretton Woods Conference with the 
goal of reconstructing the 
international monetary system.

● Membership:
○ 191 member countries
○ To become a member of the 

World Bank, a country must 
first join the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).

● Three critical missions: 
○ furthering international 

monetary cooperation
○ encouraging the expansion of 

trade and economic growth
○ discouraging policies that 

would harm prosperity.
● Important Reports: 

○ World Economic Outlook and 
Global Financial Stability 
Report

● Headquarters: Washington, DC, USA.
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● It is an occupational disease 
frequently found in people who work 
in the fields and are in the habit of 
gardening.

● No vaccines are available as of now. 
● What to do then?

○ Using residual insecticides to 
spray the infested areas help 
in decreasing and eliminating 
mite population. 
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Scrub Typhus: 

1. It is caused by a virus called Orientia 
tsutsugamushi.

2. It is carried by a mite called 
Leptotrombidium.

3. There exists no vaccine for scrub 
typhus as of now. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 2 only

Answer: c

Q2. Which of the following is the most 
suitable definition for an “Oligopoly” type of 
market? 
a) The competition is price-based 

competition with low barriers to entry.
b) The competition is primarily non-price 

competition with medium barriers to 
entry.

c) The competition is primarily non-price 
competition with no barriers to entry.

d) There exists no competition at all, with 
entry into the market being completely 
denied.

Answer: b

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Herfindahl-Hirschman Index: 

1. It is a measure of the size of firms in 
relation to the industry they are in and 
is an indicator of the amount of 
competition among them. 

2. It aims primarily to evaluate and 
understand how mergers will affect 
their associated markets.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c

Q4.  Which of the following statements 
regarding the  “AI Preparedness Index” 
is NOT correct? 
a) It assesses the level of AI 

preparedness across 174 countries.
b) It is released by the World Bank.
c) The rating for each country is given 

based on the assessment of 
readiness in digital infrastructure.

d) India is categorised as an Emerging 
Market Economy.

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements :
1. As per the National Family Health 

Survey-5, more than one-third of 
the women in India aged between 
15-49 years have experienced 
sexual & domestic violence.

2. India ranks at 150th position in the 
Women, Peace & Security Index 
2025.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: d
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