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relations between two ancient civilisations. 

India- Iran Relations : Historical Ties 

● Divisions of Aryan Tribe 

● Etymological Basis 

● Rig Veda and Avesta commonality - Soma/homa; Varuna/Ahura Mazda; Manu 

● Persian Invasion - Darius 516 BC , 20/28 , Xerxes  deployed Indians against Greeks 

● Cultural Influence - Kharosthi &  Pillar Architecture 

● Linguistic heritage - Persian - Mirza Abdul Qadir Bedil Dehlavi 

● Shared Demography 
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2025CONTEXT: Article by Ambassador of Iran, commemorating 75 years of Diplomatic 

relations between two ancient civilisations. 

● Political and Diplomatic Relations
● Reflection of India’s Multi Alignment strategy not Bloc Politics 
● Strategic Significance -  once 3rd largest crude oil supplier, South Pars gas field, 

Fertilizers
● Economic Ties : 2.33 bn$ 2022-23; Rupee-Rial 
● Security Cooperation - Northern Alliance, RATS, Drug Trafficking, Sunni Extremism ( 

ISIS-K) 
● Multilateral Cooperation 

Civilizational Connect, Contemporary Context : Significance   
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relations between two ancient civilisations. 

Civilizational Connect, Contemporary Context : Significance   

● Connectivity Cooperation - Mou 2015 - Shahid Beheshti Port at Chabahar  

● INSTC - 40% shorter ,30% more cost efficient  
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relations between two ancient civilisations. 

India- Iran Relations : Key challenges  

● Strategic Balancing in a Polarised West Asian Geopolitical Environment vs GCC, 

Israel 

● Growing Strategic Convergence between Iran, China, and Pakistan

● Erosion of the Energy-Centric Economic Foundation of Bilateral Ties

● Slow Progress in Chabahar Port Operationalisation and Connectivity

● Exit from the Chabahar–Zahedan Rail Corridor Financing Role

● Limited Trade Expansion 

● Divergent Approaches to Afghanistan and Regional Security Architecture

● Diplomatic Sensitivities Arising from Domestic and Religious Issues

Subsequently, its share in India’s crude basket dropped to 7.1% in fiscal year 2012-13, 
5.8% in 2013-14, 5.7% 2014-15 and 6.2% in 2015-16.
slashed its Iranian purchases by 91.8% in 2019-20.
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relations between two ancient civilisations. 

India- Iran Relations : Way forward   

● Strengthen Flexible payment mechanism - managing external vulnerability 

● Diversification of Ties - Technology based cooperation 

● Adopt a “Sanctions-Aware but Not Sanctions-Driven” Policy - issue based 

Engagement. 

● Prepare for a Post-Sanctions Energy Re-Engagement

● Transactional to Innovation Driven Relation 

● Utilise role as Anchor of stability 

Mains Practise Question

Question : Explain the historical significance of India–Iran relations and assess the 

nature of present-day cooperation between the two countries, while analysing the 

key challenges that limit the full realisation of this partnership.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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CONTEXT: Delhi HC’s recent intervention in matters of taxation on Air purifiers is 
veering closely on Legislative Domain.  

When Courts step in : 
Necessary Justice or Judicial 

Overreach? 

Back to Basics : Judicial Review vs Judicial Activism vs Judicial Overreach 

● Judicial Review : the power of courts to examine the constitutionality of legislative 

and executive actions and invalidate them if they violate constitutional provisions.

● Judicial Activism  -   judicial philosophy which motivates judges to depart from 

traditional precedents in favour of progressive and social policies.

● Judicial overreach occurs when courts transgress into domains reserved for the 

legislature or executive, particularly policy formulation and administration.
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CONTEXT: Delhi HC’s recent intervention in matters of taxation on Air purifiers is 
veering closely on Legislative Domain.  

When Courts step in : 
Necessary Justice or Judicial 

Overreach? 

Facts of the matter 

● Air Pollution reduction by Plea on reducing gst on Air 

purifiers 

● Power of taxation -265 

● GST Council : 279 A

● Periodic Erosion - Mohit Minerals Case - GST Council 

decision not Binding 
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CONTEXT: Delhi HC’s recent intervention in matters of taxation on Air purifiers is 
veering closely on Legislative Domain.  

When Courts step in : 
Necessary Justice or Judicial 

Overreach? 

Need of Judicial Activism 

● Legislative Vacuum 

● Conflict of interest 

● Living document amidst 

Legislative hesitation 

● Clogged Grievance 

Redressal Mechanism viz. 

Executive and Legislature  

● Progressive Upholding of 

Individual Rights 

● Innovation in democracy - 

Basic structure 
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CONTEXT: Delhi HC’s recent intervention in matters of taxation on Air purifiers is 
veering closely on Legislative Domain.  

When Courts step in : 
Necessary Justice or Judicial 

Overreach? 

Issues with judicial Overreach 

● Violates Separation of Power doctrine - Montesquieu

● Polycentric issues leads to administrative confusions 

● Tyranny Of the unelected 

● Docket Explosion :  Delays 

● Policy Instability impacting EoDB 

● Undoing Progressive changes

● Undoing Progressive changes 
● Case study  12 Feb 2018 Circular of RBI  
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CONTEXT: Delhi HC’s recent intervention in matters of taxation on Air purifiers is 
veering closely on Legislative Domain.  

● Respect separation of powers by limiting judicial intervention to clear cases of 

constitutional violation, illegality, or arbitrariness- eg. In D.M., Aravali Golf Club v. 

Chander Hass (2007)

● Apply the principle of institutional competence and Social Awareness - EG. 

Supriyo Chakraborty Case 2023 

● Recalibrate Public Interest Litigation to prevent frivolous cases and restore its 

focus on access to justice for the marginalized.

When Courts step in : 
Necessary Justice or Judicial 

Overreach? 

Way Forward : Judicial Restraint 
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CONTEXT: Delhi HC’s recent intervention in matters of taxation on Air purifiers is 
veering closely on Legislative Domain.  

● Prefer broad constitutional guidance over detailed operational directions to 

avoid judicial micro-management of governance.

●  Implement NCRWC Suggestion Strengthen judicial self-restraint through 

adherence to precedent, consistency in judgments, and avoidance of judicial 

populism.

When Courts step in : 
Necessary Justice or Judicial 

Overreach? 



 
Venezuela’s Resource 

Curse

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    29th December  
2025

SYLLABUS : G.S. 1: Distribution of natural Resources across World 
Newspaper : The Hindu  Page No : 7

● Venezuela has the largest proven 
reserves of crude oil in the world at 303 
billion barrels (2023)

● Yet, it ranks much lower in the 
production and refining of oil. 

● Most of its resources are extra-heavy 
crude oil, whose extraction and 
processing require specialised 
technology and refineries.  
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● The US National Security Strategy, released recently, described Trump’s vision 
as one of “flexible realism” and argued that the U.S. should revive the 
19th-century Monroe Doctrine, which declared the Western Hemisphere to be 
Washington’s zone of influence.

● The Monroe Doctrine, articulated by U.S. President James Monroe in 1823, is a 
significant U.S. foreign policy statement aimed at preventing European 
intervention in the Americas.

● Primarily the work of Secretary of State John Quincy Adams, the Monroe 
Doctrine forbade European interference in the American hemisphere but also 
asserted U.S. neutrality in regard to future European conflicts
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● Issues of Capital - Lack of global cooperation and US Sanction 
● Impact - Venezuela’s GDP per capita in recent years has become almost 

similar to what it was three decades ago. No other country’s GDP per 
capita has slid to this extent in this period. 

● Declining share - Venezuela formed over 4% of the global oil exports in the 
1990s, second only to Saudi Arabia’s share. However, this dwindled to 
around 0.35% in 2023

● Other issues - 
a. Highest General debt as percentage of GDP amongst all OPEC 

member. 
b. Lack of diversification of Export 
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About Venezuela 

● Location: It is located on the northern coast of South America.

● Bordering Countries: It is bounded by Guyana to the east, Brazil to the south, 

and Colombia to the southwest and west. 

● Maritime boundaries: It shares a border with the Caribbean Sea and the 

Atlantic Ocean to the north.

● Capital: Caracas

● Venezuela - Guyana Conflict The bone of contention lies in the densely 

forested Essequibo region of Guyana, which Venezuela claims as its 

territory. 

● Venezuela’s claim along the Essequibo River extends for 1,034 kilometers 

before reaching Brazilian territory. 

● At stake is approximately 142,795 square kilometers that is currently 

administered by Guyana. 
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● India has 17.5% of the world’s population but produces only ~3% of global 

research output.

● This reveals a weak conversion of demographic advantage into high-value 

R&D.

● India ranked 6th globally in patent filings (2023) with 64,480 applications.

● Patent filings grew by 15.7%, among the fastest in the top 20 countries.

● Despite growth, India’s global patent share is only ~1.8%.

● India ranks 47th in resident patent filings per million population, indicating low 

innovation intensity.

India’s Research Landscape 
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● India’s global ambitions are limited by low investment in research and 

innovation -  India 0.6% vs 5.4% Israel

● Research funding is government-dominated, with weak private sector 

participation . Huawei vs India - CNY 164.7 billion (approximately $23.4 billion) 

● Poor linkage between universities, research institutions, and industry

● Research output often lacks commercial and societal application

● Quantity of graduates high, but quality of research exposure remains limited

● Brain drain reflects better opportunities and infrastructure abroad

● WIPO's GII 2025: India Ranked 38th ; Switzerland Topped. 

● National Research Foundation (NRF)
 Proposed outlay of 1 Lakh crore over 5 years to strengthen university research, 
fund peer-reviewed projects, and deepen academia–industry collaboration.

● Atal Innovation Mission (AIM)
 Establishes Atal Tinkering Labs (10,000+ schools) and Atal Incubation Centres 
to foster innovation culture from school to startup level.

● Startup India & DPIIT Recognition
 Enables tax exemptions, easier compliance, and access to government 
funding, supporting 100,000+ recognised startups, many in deep-tech 
domains.

● Digital India & Data Governance Initiatives
 Builds digital public infrastructure (DPI), open data platforms, and high-speed 
connectivity to support data-driven research and AI innovation.

● Make in India (R&D Focus) 

Challenges in Research 

Government Steps taken 
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Impact of DPDP Rules on Healthcare:

● Formally recognises health data as sensitive personal data, making hospitals, 

labs, insurers, and digital health platforms legally responsible for protecting 

patient information.

● collect health data only for clear and specific purposes

● Patient consent becomes central, meaning hospitals and health apps must 

clearly inform individuals about how their data is used, stored, and shared.

● Digital health systems such as electronic health records, health IDs, 

telemedicine platforms, and insurance databases will face stricter compliance 

and security requirements.

● Data breaches in the healthcare sector can now attract penalties, 

●  Increase compliance costs and operational complexity for smaller hospitals 

and startups

DPDP Act 2023, Provisions:

Key Definitions

● Personal Data: Any data relating to an identifiable individual

● Data Processing: Automated or partly automated operations on digital personal 
data (collection, storage, use, sharing)

Core Provisions

● Consent-based processing with clear purpose limitation

● Rights of Data Principal: access information, seek correction/erasure, grievance 
redressal

● Duties of Data Principal: provide accurate data, avoid false complaints

● Obligations of Data Fiduciary: ensure reasonable safeguards, prevent data 
breaches
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Institutional Framework

● Data Protection Board of India

○ Monitors compliance and enforces penalties

○ Penalties up to ₹250 crore for data breaches

○ Powers to inquire, direct remedial action

Exemptions & Issues

● Exemptions for State in interests of security, public order, and sovereignty

● Allows non-consensual processing in certain cases

● Concerns: broad exemptions, weak checks on State, limited clarity on 

cross-border data transfer
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Salient Features of PRAGATI:
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● By June 2023, the platform had reviewed 340 projects valued at ₹17.05 lakh 

crore ($205 billion), significantly expediting their implementation. 

● Development of 50,000 kilometres of National Highways

● Doubling the country’s airports, reflecting a decade of unparalleled progress.

● These 340 'wicked' projects, often considered the most daunting in terms of 

execution.

● By 

a. directly reviewing progress, 

b. setting deadlines, and 

c. breaking bureaucratic bottlenecks, his leadership has revived numerous 

stalled initiatives and created a culture of accountability. 

For instance, the Pakri-Barwadih Coal Mine in Jharkhand, delayed since 2006, saw 

swift progress after PM Modi’s intervention in 2016, leading to its completion in 2019.

                  Impact Pragati  : Oxford Study 
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About INS Vagsheer :

● It is the sixth submarine of the first batch of six Kalvari-class submarines 

for the Indian Navy. 

● Launched under Project 75 

● It is named after the sand fish, a deadly deep-sea predator of the Indian 

Ocean. 

● It was launched in April 2022 and underwent extensive trials, testing its 

endurance, stealth features, and combat efficiency. 

● Other five submarines of Kalvari class are Kalvari, Khanderi, Karanj, Vela, 

Vagir.

● Features:

a. It boasts advanced stealth technologies, including reduced radiated 

noise levels and sophisticated hydrodynamic design, making it one of 

the quietest submarines in the world.

b. Its combat capabilities include the use of precision-guided weapons such 

as torpedoes and tube-launched anti-ship missiles, further solidifying its 

role in both offensive and defensive naval operations.

c. It is designed for a wide range of missions, from anti-submarine warfare 

to intelligence gathering, and is fully capable of operating in diverse 

maritime environments.

d. It consists of indigenously developed systems like the air-conditioning 

plant, internal communication network, and the Ku-Band SATCOM system.



Q 1. Which of the following countries shares 
their land border with Iran?

1. Armenia
2. Azerbaijan
3. Turkmenistan
4. Tajikistan
5. Pakistan

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 

a) 1, 2, 3 and 5
b) 1, 2, 4 and 5
c) 2, 3, and 4
d) 1, 3, 4 and 5

Answer: a

Q2. With reference to Venezuela, consider the 
following statements:

1. Venezuela is located on the northern 
coast of South America and borders the 
Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.

2. Venezuela shares land borders with 
Guyana, Brazil, and Argentina.

3. The territorial dispute between Venezuela 
and Guyana relates to the Essequibo 
region.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to the Global Innovation 
Index (GII) 2025, consider the following 
statements:

1. The GII is published by the United Nations 
Development Programme.

2. India secured the 38th position in the 
Global Innovation Index 2025.

3. 3. Switzerland emerged as the top-ranked 
country in the Global Innovation Index 
2025.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to the Digital Personal 
Data Protection Act, 2023, consider the 
following statements:

1. Personal data under the Act means any 
data relating to an identifiable 
individual.

2. The Act provides for consent-based 
processing of personal data with 
purpose limitation.

3. The Act completely prohibits the 
processing of personal data without the 
explicit consent of the Data Principal 
under all circumstances.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to INS Vagsheer, consider 
the following statements:

1. INS Vagsheer is the sixth submarine of 
the Kalvari-class under Project 75.

2. INS Vagsheer is named after a sand 
fish, a deep-sea predator of the Indian 
Ocean.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
 a) 1 only
 b) 2 only
 c) Both 1 and 2
 d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
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