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World Malaria Report 2024

Global Findings : Disease Burden
● 263 million malaria cases (2023) → ↑ by 11 

million from 2022
● 597,000 deaths (2023) → decline from 

622,000 (2020)
Geographic Concentration
● WHO African Region:

○ 94% of global cases
○ 95% of global deaths

● Top 5 countries (≈52% of cases):
○ Nigeria (26%), DR Congo (13%), 

Uganda (5%), Ethiopia (4%), 
Mozambique (4%)

Elimination Progress
● Since 2015, 9 countries certified 

malaria-free, Egypt certified in 2024
Interventions
● Rollout of RTS,S and R21 vaccines → 

improved coverage in endemic regions.

India-Specific Findings
Historical Turnaround
● At Independence: 7.5 crore 

cases/year, 8 lakh deaths
● By 2023: >97% reduction in 

cases, deaths down to 83
Recent Trends (2015–2023)
● Cases: 11,69,261 → 2,27,564
● Deaths: 384 → 83 (~80% 

decline)
● ABER: 9.58 → 11.62 (better 

surveillance & early detection)
Global Recognition
● Exited World Health 

Organization High Burden to 
High Impact (HBHI) group in 
2024
○ HBHI = country-led 

global malaria response 
framework

Challenges in Eliminating Malaria

● Drug Resistance : Rising resistance to Artemisinin-based Combination 
Therapies (ACTs). Prolonged infections → higher transmission & mortality.

● Insecticide Resistance : Anopheles mosquitoes developing resistance to 
commonly used insecticides.

● Climate Change & Ecological Factors : Rising temperatures and erratic rainfall 
expand mosquito habitats.

● Weak Health Systems & Surveillance Gaps : Limited diagnostics, 
under-reporting, and low access in remote areas. Delayed detection and 
treatment → sustained transmission.

● Socio-Economic & Behavioral Barriers : Poverty, poor housing, low awareness, 
and migration. Incomplete treatment → relapse and spread.

● Vaccine Limitations :  New vaccines (RTS,S, R21) offer partial protection, require 
multiple doses. Example : RTS,S efficacy ~30–40% in children.
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Government Initiatives to Curb Malaria in India

Initiative / Programme Key Focus

National Framework for Malaria 
Elimination (NFME)

National roadmap to eliminate malaria; 
target zero indigenous cases by 2030

National Vector-Borne Disease Control 
Programme (NVBDCP)

Integrated prevention, surveillance & 
treatment of malaria and other vector-borne 
diseases

National Malaria Control Programme 
(NMCP)

IRS with DDT, case surveillance, and patient 
treatment

High Burden to High Impact (HBHI) 
Initiative

Targeted malaria reduction in high-burden 
states via ITNs

Malaria Elimination Research Alliance – 
India (MERA-India)

Malaria research & evidence-based policy 
support (ICMR-led)



CONTEXT: Urban invasive mosquitoes threaten India’s 2030 malaria goal; asymptomatic 
cases, cross-border spread, and persistent pockets in Odisha and the Northeast remain 
key challenges.

Invasive Mosquito Species and 
India’s Malaria Elimination Target

The 
Analyst 
Handout

27th December 2025

Measures to Address Challenges in Malaria Elimination

● Tackle Drug Resistance
○ Deploy triple ACTs, rotate antimalarials, and strengthen therapeutic 

efficacy surveillance (WHO protocol).
● Overcome Insecticide Resistance

○ Use next-generation ITNs (pyrethroid + PBO), insecticide rotation, and 
integrated vector management.

● Climate-Resilient Malaria Control
○ Climate-based early warning systems; integrate malaria control with 

disaster & climate adaptation plans.
● Strengthen Surveillance & Health Systems

○ Universal rapid diagnostic testing, digital surveillance, higher ABER, and 
last-mile health delivery.

● Address Socio-Economic Barriers
○ Target migrants & tribal areas with mobile clinics, community health 

workers, and behaviour change communication.
● Optimize Vaccine Use

○ Scale up RTS,S / R21 as complementary tools alongside vector control and 
case management.

Mains Practise Question

Q : Despite significant progress, malaria continues to pose challenges to 
public health in India and globally.Discuss the major challenges in 
malaria elimination and suggest suitable measures to address them. (10 
Marks, 150 words)
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Pillar 1 : India’s Economic Momentum: Data-Backed and Broad-Based

● Real GDP grew 7.8% in Q1 FY 

2025-26, a five-quarter high.

● Gross Value Added (GVA) is up 

7.6%, with:

● Manufacturing: 7.7%

● Construction: 7.6%

● Services: ~9.3%

● Nominal GDP expanded 8.8%.
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Key Growth Drivers & Challenges

Domestic Demand Revival 
Importance
● Private Final Consumption 

Expenditure (PFCE) ≈ 58–60% of 
GDP.

● Sustained growth requires 
consumption-led momentum.

Current Status
● Urban demand: Gradual 

recovery (services, premium 
consumption)

● Rural demand: Weak due to
○ Stagnant real farm 

incomes
○ Erratic monsoons
○ High food inflation

Constraints

● Food inflation compressing 
discretionary spending

● Uneven wage growth
● Informal sector stress
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Investment & Capital Formation

Positive Trends

● Gross Fixed Capital Formation 
(GFCF) improving.

● Public capex ≈ 3.4% of GDP 
(historically high)

● Driven by:
○ Public capex (roads, 

railways, defence, logistics)
○ CPSE investment

● Government capex acts as 
crowding-in mechanism

Structural Weakness

● Private investment remains 
cautious due to:
○ Global uncertainty
○ Demand visibility issues
○ Geopolitical risks
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External Sector Headwinds

Risks

● Slowing global growth
● Rising protectionism (tariffs, 

trade barriers)
● Volatile crude oil prices
● Capital flow reversals from 

tightening global liquidity

India’s Buffers

● Forex reserves > $600 billion
● Managed exchange rate regime
● Diversifying export markets

Vulnerable Sectors

● Pharmaceuticals
● Auto components
● Engineering goods
● IT services
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Situation

● Formal sector job creation 
improving

● Informal sector remains 
stressed

Structural Issue

● Quality employment 
deficit, especially for 
youth

● Manufacturing share in 
employment still < 15%

Risk

● Failure to harness 
demographic dividend 
may convert it into 
demographic str

Employment & Demographic 
Challenge
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Fiscal–Monetary Policy Trade-off

Fiscal Side
● Commitment to fiscal 

consolidation
● Limited space for 

revenue-heavy welfare 
expansion

● Focus shifting to:
○ Targeted subsidies
○ Asset-creating 

expenditure
Monetary Side
● RBI balancing:

○ Inflation control 
(especially food 
inflation)

○ Growth support
● Likely calibrated stance, not 

aggressive easing

The Path Ahead

Demand Side

● Strengthen rural incomes (MSP reforms, non-farm jobs)
● Control food inflation via supply-side measures
● Expand targeted welfare, not blanket subsidies

Investment Side

● De-risk private investment through policy certainty.
● Accelerate National Infrastructure Pipeline.
● Deepen corporate bond markets.

External Sector

● Export diversification beyond US & China.
● Trade agreements with growth markets.
● Build resilience against oil price shocks.

Employment

● Labour-intensive 
manufacturing 
push.

● Skill-industry 
alignment.

● MSME credit and 
formalisation 
support.
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Mains Practise Question

Question : What are the major challenges plaguing the Indian 
economy? Discuss the measures required to address them. (10 Marks, 
150 words)
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UPSC Prelims PYQ 2022

Q: In India, what is the role of the Coal Controller’s Organization (CCO)?
1. CCO is the major source of Coal Statistics in Government of India.
2. It monitors progress of development of Captive Coal/Lignite blocks.
3. It hears any objection to the Government’s notification relating to acquisition of 

coal-bearing areas.
4. It ensures that coal mining companies deliver the coal to end users in the 

prescribed time.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) 3 and 4 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 4
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Prelims PYQ (2018)

Q. Consider the following statements: 
1. Aadhaar card can be used as a proof of citizenship or domicile.
2. Once issued, Aadhaar number cannot be deactivated or omitted by the Issuing 

Authority.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims PYQ 2020

Q. Consider the following statements:
1.Aadhaar metadata cannot be stored for more than three months.
2.State cannot enter into any contract with private corporations for sharing of Aadhaar 
data.
3.Aadhaar is mandatory for obtaining insurance products.
4.Aadhaar is mandatory for getting benefits funded out of the Consolidated Fund of 
India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a)  1 and 4 only
b) 2 and 4 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3 only
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Types of ADR Mechanism

Arbitration

● Neutral tribunal gives a final, binding 
award.

● Less formal than court; relaxed rules; 
limited judicial role.

● No appeal (except rare cases).
● Common in commercial, 

international, and infrastructure 
disputes.

Conciliation

● Third party proposes solutions; 
parties may accept or reject.

● Settlement is binding only if both 
parties accept it.

● Used in employment, consumer, and 
commercial matters.

● Less formal than arbitration.

Mediation

● Facilitator helps parties 
communicate and reach 
agreement.

● Outcome is non-binding unless 
both agree.

● SC accreditation: 40 hrs training, 10 
settlements, 20 mediations.

● Common in family, business, and 
community disputes.

Negotiation

● Parties settle disputes themselves 
through discussion.

● Most basic and widely used 
method.

● Used in business, legal, diplomatic, 
and everyday scenarios.
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● Key Provisions of the Indus Water Treaty
● Allocation of Eastern and Western Rivers

○ Eastern Rivers: India -Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej. consumption, irrigation, and 
hydroelectric projects without restriction.

○ Western Rivers: Pakistan—Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab.India retained some 
limited rights for specific uses, the primary usage rights of these rivers are 
allocated to Pakistan.

● India's Limited Rights on Western Rivers
○ For non-consumptive purposes, such as hydroelectric projects, storage, 

and limited irrigation. 
● Establishment of the Permanent Indus Commission

○ comprising representatives from both India and Pakistan. 
○ meets regularly to exchange data, address disputes, and ensure 

compliance with treaty obligations.



Q1. With reference to Anopheles stephensi, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is a mosquito species known to transmit 
malaria parasites to humans.

2. It has infested nearly the entire Northern 
Kenya.

3. It is reported to be resistant to all classes of 
insecticides used against adult malaria 
vectors.

4. It was first detected in Brazil in the year 2015.
How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c

Q2. With reference to recent trends in the Indian 
economy, consider the following statements:

1. India’s real GDP grew by 7.8% in the first 
quarter of FY 2025–26, a five-quarter high.

2. Private Final Consumption Expenditure 
(PFCE) accounts for about 58–60% of India’s 
GDP.

3. Public capital expenditure stands at 
approximately 3.4% of GDP, marking a 
historic high.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q3. With reference to the Coal Controller 
Organisation (CCO), consider the following 
statements:

1.  It functions as a subordinate office under 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

2. Its core mandate includes coal and lignite 
data management, production monitoring, 
and quality surveillance.

3. It is responsible for approving mining plans 
and overseeing mine closure activities.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to Aadhaar, consider the 
following statements:

1. It can be obtained by all residents of 
India, including children, transgender 
persons and persons with disabilities.

2. It serves as a valid proof of identity and 
address across India.

3. It serves as proof of Indian citizenship.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA), consider the 
following statements:

1. It is a statutory body under the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change.

2. It frames policy guidelines, oversees 
compliance, and conducts tiger 
population assessments.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c
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