
19th December 2025



Maoism – The Ideology
● Mao Zedong - Chinese Communist 

Revolution
● Evolved from Marxism–Leninism; 

emphasised agrarian peasant-led 
revolution

Core Features
● Class Struggle
● Protracted People’s War
● Armed Struggle
● Rejection of Parliamentary Democracy

In India
● Maoist insurgency - Naxalite Movement - 

LWE
● Believe - overthrowing - Indian state - 

"people’s government"
● CPI (Maoist), 2004 - PWG & MCC
● Active in parts of Central and Eastern 

India

CONTEXT: It appears that the four-decade old insurgency is nearing its end.

Maoist Movement at its 
Lowest
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Why the Maoist movement weakened?

● Leadership Vacuum and Ageing Cadre: Ethnic Divide
● Tribal Disillusionment: Locals initially - inspired by cultural propaganda, Salwa 

Judum (2005-07) - alienated local communities
● Strategic & Ideological Weakness: Political Mobilisation - Educated Youths
● Security operations modernised - CoBRA, DRG
● Decapitation operations & targeted strikes
● Mass Surrenders and Arrests
● Successful civil society–led democratic movements

Reasons for the Rise of Naxal Movement in India

● Historical and Structural Factors: Colonial legacy, Unfinished land reforms -post 
independence, Alienation of tribal communities

● Socio-Economic Inequalities: Poverty & deprivation in tribal belts, Inequitable 
development, Exploitation by landlords and contractors

● Governance Deficit: Weak presence - state in remote areas, Corruption & failure 
in delivery of welfare schemes, Human rights abuses - local elites or security 
forces

● Political Factors: Factionalism within Left parties, Perceived state repression
● Immediate Triggers: Naxalbari uprising (1967), Spread to other regions

From Corridor to Pockets: The Decline of Naxal Movement

● Organisational Decline: Central Committee, Politburo, Cadre 
● Recent security operations & outcomes: Killed, Surrendered, Senior Leaders 

Killed
● Waning influence in different Geographies: once a declared ‘Liberated Zone’

What is CPI(M) then?
● Split from CPI in 1964 - Ideological Differences
● Registered Political Party - RPA
● Ideology: Marxism–Leninism - Parliamentary 

Democracy
● CPI (Maoist) - UAPA

CONTEXT: It appears that the four-decade old insurgency is nearing its end.
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How to Sustain Security Gains: The Way Forward

● Sustain Tactical & Security Gains
● Robust Rehabilitation & Reintegration Schemes
● Local Governance & Development
● Trust with Tribal Communities
● Political Engagement & Grievance Redressal
● Prevent Ideological Vacuum
● Deradicalisation

Mains Practise Question

The Maoist movement in India which was a result of many factors, is now in 
decline. Analyse the reasons for this decline and suggest measures to 
permanently end left-wing extremism.

(15 Marks, 250 words)



CONTEXT: How Oman trade deal adds heft to India’s West Asia Strategy

Context
● It is Oman’s first bilateral trade 

agreement in nearly two decades. 
● For India, this is part of a broader 

push to expand FTAs with key 
partners (including the UK earlier in 
2025). 

● The agreement covers goods, 
services and investment, making it 
broader than a simple tariff reduction 
treaty.

Key Features of the 
India-Oman CEPA

Trade Liberalisation
● Oman will provide zero-duty access 

- > 98% of its tariff lines, covering ~ 
99% of Indian exports by value. 

● India will reduce tariffs on ~  77.8% of 
its tariff lines, covering ~ 94.8% of 
imports from Oman by value. 

● Both sides have kept sensitive sectors 
out of concessions or applied 
tariff-rate quotas to balance 
protection with liberalisation. 

Sectoral Opportunities: The pact unlocks 
major opportunities in sectors such as:

● Textiles and apparel
● Automobiles and auto components
● Food processing, engineering goods, 

plastics, furniture
● Gems and jewellery, leather
● Pharmaceuticals and medical 

devices
● Agrochemicals and renewable energy
● Services, including IT, professional 

services, healthcare and education

Services, Investment & Mobility

● The CEPA includes liberalised 
conditions for services trade and FDI

● It expands opportunities for 
professionals in key sectors and 
increases quotas for intra-corporate 
transferees, enabling easier 
movement of skilled personnel.

Strategic and Non-Tariff Provisions

● The pact also incorporates 
cooperation in maritime, 
infrastructure, energy transition, 
food security and logistics. 

● MoUs have been agreed on 
agriculture, higher education and 
maritime cooperation.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/india/oman-india-sign-comprehensive-economic-partnership-agreement-omans-state-news-2025-12-18/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apnews.com/article/296e663446bbdac5aef49935e91e4287?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.livemint.com/economy/india-oman-free-trade-agreement-de-risk-exports-global-tariff-wars/amp-11766053912276.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.livemint.com/economy/india-oman-free-trade-agreement-de-risk-exports-global-tariff-wars/amp-11766053912276.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.livemint.com/economy/india-oman-free-trade-agreement-de-risk-exports-global-tariff-wars/amp-11766053912276.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ianslive.in/india-oman-free-trade-pact-to-unlock-opportunities-in-key-sectors-piyush-goyal--20251217174504?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Importance for India

A. Boost Exports and Market 
Diversification: The CEPA - Indian 
exporters predictable and preferential 
access & helps de-risk exports; Indian 
labour-intensive sectors - textiles and 
jewellery — significant competitive edge.

B. Strategic Gateway to Gulf and 
Beyond: Oman’s strategic location - 
Strait of Hormuz - broader access to the 
GCC region, Africa and Central Asia; 
Indian companies - Oman as a regional 
export hub and integrate into Gulf 
supply chains

C. Services, Investment and Skills: The 
pact supports services trade - Indian 
professionals and firms to expand in 
various sectors; Indian investments in 
Oman ~ more than tripled since 2020, 
reaching around USD 5 billion, spanning 
green steel, green ammonia, aluminium 
and logistics.

D. Strategic and Energy Cooperation: 
Oman is a key partner for maritime 
security and strategic cooperation ~ 
enhancing India’s geopolitical reach.

Importance in the Context of the GCC

● India already has a CEPA with the 
UAE (effective May 2022) and now 
a CEPA with Oman — marking 
deepening economic ties with GCC 
members.

Way Forward for India

A. Leverage Oman as a Regional Hub: Indian 
firms should use Oman as an export and 
re-export base for the wider GCC, Africa and 
Central Asia. 

B. Deepen Services and Investment 
Integration: Focus on sectors such as IT, 
healthcare, education, professional services 
and digital infrastructure to expand India’s 
footprint. 

C. Strengthen MSMEs and Export 
Competitiveness: Provide support to MSMEs 
(credit, logistics, standards compliance) to 
maximise benefits from duty-free market 
access.

D. Complementary Infrastructure and 
Connectivity: Enhance port linkages, 
multimodal logistics and direct shipping 
routes between India and Oman to reduce 
trade costs and delivery times

CONTEXT: How Oman trade deal adds heft to India’s West Asia Strategy
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https://auto.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/india-oman-free-trade-agreement-unlocking-opportunities-in-key-sectors/126049032?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/looking-to-expand-market-access-india-inks-free-trade-pact-with-oman-10427804/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


CONTEXT: How Oman trade deal adds heft to India’s West Asia Strategy

E. Negotiating with Other GCC Members: 
India should accelerate negotiations with 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain to build a 
cohesive set of bilateral agreements that 
cumulatively benefit India’s GCC 
engagement. 

F. Monitor and Revise Sensitive Sector 
Safeguards: Ensure adequate protection for 
sensitive domestic sectors while 
progressively widening liberalisation to 
boost mutual gains.

Mains Practice Question

The India-Oman deal comprehensively 
covers wide domains of trade & 
investments. Discuss how this deal would 
add heft in India’s broader West Asia 
Strategy and also suggest a robust 
roadmap. 

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/india-oman-to-sign-free-trade-agreement-tomorrow-in-muscat/126037234?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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SYLLABUS: GS 2: Fundamental Rights
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 14

Euthanasia refers to the act of deliberately ending a person’s life to 
relieve them of suffering. It can be classified based on the method 
employed and the nature of consent 

Types of Euthanasia

A. Classification Based on Method

- Active Euthanasia - direct action to cause the patient's death; 
e.g. administering a lethal injection; More controversial; less 
widely accepted

- Passive Euthanasia - Allowing death by withdrawing or 
withholding life-sustaining treatment; e.g. turning off a 
ventilator; legally recognised in many countries

B. Classification Based on Consent

- Voluntary Euthanasia - Explicit request; Netherlands, Belgium, 
etc.

- Non-Voluntary Euthanasia - patient is unable to provide 
consent; e.g. Coma; family members or legal representatives

- Involuntary Euthanasia - against the will of the patient; 
Unethical; equated to murder

Euthanasia
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Q1. With reference to the India–USA Foundational 
Defence Agreements, consider the following 
statements:

1. LEMOA, signed in 2002, ensures the protection of 
classified military information shared between 
India and the US.

2. GSOMIA, signed in 2016, allows mutual access to 
military bases for logistics, supplies, spare parts 
and services on a reimbursable basis.

3. COMCASA enables secure, encrypted 
communication between Indian and US military 
platforms.

4. BECA provides India access to real-time 
American geospatial intelligence to enhance the 
accuracy of missiles and armed drones.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: b

Q2. With reference to the Sahitya Akademi, consider 
the following statements:

1. It is an autonomous body functioning under the 
Ministry of Culture.

2. It was established before independence.
3. The Akademi recognises 24 Indian languages, 

including the 22 languages in the Constitution, 
along with English and Rajasthani.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q3. With reference to the National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribes (NCST), consider the following 
statements:

1. It consists of a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson 
and three other members appointed by the 
President of India.

2. At least one member of the Commission must be 
a woman.

3. Members are appointed for a tenure of three 
years and can be reappointed without any limit.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI), consider the 
following statements:

1. The Commission consists of a 
Chairperson and not less than two 
and not more than six other 
members.

2. The Commission aims to eliminate 
practices that have an adverse 
effect on competition and protect 
consumer interests.

3. Members of the CCI are appointed 
by the President of India under his 
warrant and seal.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q5. Oman shares land borders with how 
many of the following countries?

1. UAE
2. Saudi Arabia
3. Yemen
4. Kuwait
5. Qatar

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) Only Two
b) Only Three
c) Only Four
d) All Five

Answer: b
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