
 17th December 2025



CONTEXT: The Union government’s decision under the proposed Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025 to 
separate funding from regulation by establishing distinct regulatory, accreditation, and standards bodies is 
a deliberate step aligned with NEP 2020, aimed at minimising conflicts of interest in higher education 
governance.
.

 

Overhauling the Higher 
Education in India  

The 
Analyst 
Handout

17th December  2025

Higher Education In India – Status  

• India is one of the youngest nations in the world with a median age of 28.2 
years (World Population Prospects, 2022). 

• Youth in the age group of 15-29 years - 27.2% of the population in 2021, 
which is expected to decrease to 22.7% by 2036, but will still remain large in 
absolute numbers at 34.5 crores.

Higher Education Expansion in India (AISHE)
• Overall HEIs: Increased by 13.8%, from 51,534 (2014–15) to 70,018 (June 

2025)
• Universities: Grew from 760 (2014–15) to 1,338 (June 2025), reflecting a push 

towards expanding higher education capacity and global competitiveness.
• Colleges: Rose from 38,498 (2014–15) to 52,081 (June 2025) to meet rising 

enrolment demand.
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1. Politicisation and Erosion of Academic Autonomy – Location - Naming - 
Appointments Centre – State tussle 

2. Asymmetric and Inadequate Public Financing – NEP – 6%;  State universities 
- 60-70 % - 35% of UGC grant 

3. No existence of dedicated infrastructure financing for state universities  -  
Higher education financing agency (HEFA) , National medical commission 

4. Over-reliance on Traditional Revenue Streams – Fees, Grants, affiliation fees
5. Acute Faculty Shortages and Adhocism – UGC -35% professor; 46% 

associate professor; 26% assistant professor
6. Weak Accountability and Performance Evaluation – Seniority based 

promotion ; teaching vs research  
7. Outdated Curriculum and Low Employability - Only ~45–50% are 

employable
8. Poor Research Ecosystem –  Infrastructure ; collaboration ; grants; enrolment 

; journals etc
9. Excessive Regulation and Lack of Institutional Autonomy – Multi tier 

regulation
10. Limited internationalisation of Higher education – Limited to few institutes 

of eminence 

Higher Education In India – Issues  

Regulatory landscape in Higher Education 

• The University Grants Commission (UGC) oversees higher 
education

• The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) regulates 
technical and professional education

• The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) governs 
teacher education
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.

 NEP 2020 outlines four specialised bodies within HECI:
• National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC): Regulates 

all higher education except medical and legal fields.
• National Accreditation Council (NAC)
• General Education Council (GEC): Frames academic learning 

outcomes and standards.
• Higher Education Grants Council (HEGC): Handles funding and 

grants
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 Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) – Prospect and 
challenges

Prospect: 
•Separation of Functions - Reduce conflict of interest, Promote 
transparency and efficiency
•Light but Tight Regulation - Focus on outcomes rather than 
inputs, encouraging innovation 
•Uniform Academic Standards - Enhance portability and 
interdisciplinarity.
•Performance-Linked Funding - can incentivize institutional 
excellence.
•Greater Institutional Autonomy - Empowering universities to 
design courses, hire faculty, and collaborate globally without 
excessive bureaucratic control.

Concern: 
1. Centralisation of Power- Concurrent List subject – dilution of 
federal principles and marginalise state universities.
2. Threat to Institutional Autonomy -Autonomy may remain 
nominal rather than substantive.
3. Transition and Capacity Challenges - Regulatory uncertainty.
4. Risk of Bureaucratisation - HECI could replicate the same 
control-oriented culture it seeks to replace.
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Way Forward 

Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss the major structural and governance-related challenges facing 
higher education in India and suggest a comprehensive way forward to 
make the system more inclusive, autonomous, and globally competitive. 
(250 words, 15 Marks)
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Present Status of Energy Generation in India 



CONTEXT: India is moving towards liberalising its traditionally state-controlled nuclear power 
sector by enabling private and potentially foreign investment through the proposed SHANTI Bill, 
2025, in order to accelerate nuclear energy expansion and support clean energy transition goals.

Nuclear Energy – prospects 

� As of 2025, India operates about 25 nuclear reactors at seven nuclear power stations
� The installed nuclear power capacity is approximately 8,880 MW (8.88 GW)
� Nuclear energy accounts for around 3 per cent of India’s total electricity generation. 

� Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) 
• Advanced nuclear reactors with a power generation capacity ranging from less than 30 

MWe to 300+ Mwe
•  Provide a flexible, scalable, and cost-effective alternative to conventional large nuclear 

reactors.
• Their modular design allows for factory-based manufacturing - reducing construction 

timelines and costs
•  They are suitable deployment in remote locations.
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CONTEXT: India is moving towards liberalising its traditionally state-controlled nuclear power 
sector by enabling private and potentially foreign investment through the proposed SHANTI Bill, 
2025, in order to accelerate nuclear energy expansion and support clean energy transition goals.

Nuclear Energy – A promising future
•Low-carbon footprint & clean power: Large amounts of uninterrupted electricity 
with very low lifecycle GHGs emissions 

•Energy security and diversity: Reduced dependence on fossil fuels and imported 
hydrocarbons.

•High energy density and long life: Require small area ; small quantity of fuel ( 25 
Tonnes vs 5 million Tonnes) 

•Economic and industrial benefits: Drives domestic manufacturing of heavy 
components, create high-skill employment, and can catalyse domestic supply 
chains
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The Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear 
Energy for Transforming India - SHANTI Bill 2025 

Aspect Atomic Energy Act, 1962 & 
CLNDA, 2010 SHANTI Bill, 2025

Sector Control
Complete government 
monopoly over nuclear 

energy

Government control 
retained, with limited 
private participation

Private Participation No role for private 
companies

Private firms permitted up 
to 49% minority equity

Foreign Involvement Effectively restricted due to 
legal and policy barriers

Foreign participation 
allowed through 

partnerships

Liability Framework Strict supplier liability under 
CLNDA

Risk-sharing and liability 
management mechanisms 

proposed

Technology Focus Large, indigenous nuclear 
reactors

Emphasis on Small 
Modular Reactors (SMRs)

Investment Environment Closed and high-risk for 
investors

More investment-friendly 
and aligned with global 

practices
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Nuclear Energy – Challenges  

� Safety Perception and Public Opposition: 
Accidents & Protests

� Regulatory and Institutional Ambiguity: 
Fragmented regulatory framework under the 
Atomic Energy Act and AERB 

� Liability and Commercial Risk: Stringent 
supplier liability provisions under the CLNDA, 
2010

�  High Capital Intensity and Financing 
Constraints: Large upfront costs and long 
gestation periods

� Waste Management: Absence of a clearly 
articulated long-term strategy for nuclear 
waste disposal

� Limited Technology Diversification: From 
PHWR to LWRs, SMRs, and other advanced 
reactor technologies

Mains Practice Question
Q. With growing energy needs should India keep on expanding its nuclear energy 
programme? Discuss the facts and fears associated with nuclear energy. ( 15 marks, 
250 words) – CSE 2018
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Prelims Pointer 

About Strait of Malacca
• It connects the Andaman Sea (Indian Ocean) and the South China Sea 

(Pacific Ocean).
• It runs between the Indonesian island of Sumatra to the west and 

peninsular (West) Malaysia and extreme southern Thailand to the east. 
• The Strait of Malacca’s name was derived from the Malacca Sultanate, who 

governed the archipelago from 1400 until 1511.
• Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia control the joint patrolling of the 

Malacca Strait.

Significance:
• Roughly 60% of India’s seaborne trade and almost all of its LNG imports 

pass through the Malacca Strait.
• Approximately 60 percent of the world’s maritime transport passes through 

the Strait of Malacca
• Approximately 25 percent of the oil transported between the Middle East 

and Asia.
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Prelims Pointers 

QUAD -  Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
• Strategic forum comprising four countries
• The Quad is aimed at promoting regional security and economic 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region.
• Focus area - maritime security, infrastructure development, and 

supply chain resilience.

Quad Evolution
2007: Concept - Japan’s PM Shinzo Abe - on the sidelines of ASEAN 
meetings.

2012: Idea of a “Democratic Security Diamond” linking India, 
Japan, the US, and Australia to uphold stability in the Indo-Pacific.
2017: Quad revived amid growing concerns over China’s 
assertiveness; first official Quad officials’ meeting held in Manila on 
the margins of the ASEAN Summit.

2020: Australia joined the Malabar naval exercise, completing 
Quad participation and marking the first joint military drills of all 
four members in over a decade.

2021: First Quad Leaders’ Summit (virtual) held; joint statement 
“The Spirit of the Quad” released, formalising strategic 
cooperation.
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Decoding The news 

Prelims Pointers 

Microplastics
• Microplastics are small pieces of plastics, 

usually smaller than 5 mm.
• They are persistent, very mobile and hard to 

remove from nature. 
• Categories : Primary and Secondary.
� Primary microplastics - designed for 

commercial use, such as cosmetics, as well 
as microfibers, clothing and other textiles

� They enter the environment directly - 
product use, unintentional loss from spills 
during manufacturing or transport, or 
abrasion during washing.

� Secondary microplastics are particles that 
result from the breakdown of larger plastic 
items

� This breakdown is caused by exposure to 
environmental factors, mainly the sun’s 
radiation and ocean waves
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Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of 
Insurance Laws) Bill, 2025

• Amending the Insurance Act, 1938, LIC Act, 
1956, and IRDAI Act, 1999, - Modernisation, 
expanded insurance coverage, and stronger 
regulatory oversight.

• 100% FDI in insurance - Enhance insurance 
penetration, promote technology transfer, 
and support the goal of ‘Insurance for All by 
2047’

• Allows LIC to set up new zonal offices without 
prior government approval - enabling faster 
expansion and administrative efficiency.

• Permits restructuring of overseas operations 
in line with host-country laws - 
strengthening LIC’s global footprint

• No Composite License: A Major Miss
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Prelims Pointer 

Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India
• It is a statutory body formed under an 

Act of Parliament - The Insurance 
Regulatory and Development Authority 
Act, 1999 (IRDAI Act 1999)

• overall supervision and development of 
the insurance sector in India.

• It acts as an autonomous authority 
under the Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India.

The main goals of IRDAI are:
• To safeguard the interest of the 

policyholders by fair business conduct 
and settlement of claims within time.

• Developing and nurturing the Indian 
insurance industry.

• To regulate the business of insurance 
with transparency, fairness, and honest 
practice.

• Facilitating financial prudence of the 
insurers through solvency and stability 
checks of insurers.

• To regulate premium 
charges and policy terms for 
preventing unscrupulous 
pricing and unaffordability.

• It is responsible for 
registering and/or licensing 
insurance, reinsurance 
companies, and 
intermediaries according to 
the regulations. 

• It sets the eligibility criteria, 
qualifications, and capital 
requirements for obtaining 
licenses in the insurance 
business.

• Head Office: Hyderabad
• Composition: It consists of a 

Chairman, five full-time 
members, and four part-time 
members, all appointed by 
the Government of India.
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Q1. With reference to the regulation of higher 
education in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. UGC, AICTE and NCTE regulate different 
segments of higher education.

2. NEP 2020 proposes the Higher Education 
Commission of India (HECI) as a single 
umbrella regulator.

3. NHERC under HECI regulates all higher 
education, including medical and legal 
education.

4. The General Education Council (GEC) frames 
academic standards and learning outcomes.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 4 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

 Answer: b

Q2. With reference to India’s installed power 
capacity, consider the following statements:

1. Thermal power accounts for the largest share 
of India’s total installed electricity capacity.

2. Installed solar power capacity in India 
exceeds installed hydro power capacity.

3. India’s renewable energy capacity increased 
from about 76 GW in 2014 to about 227 GW by 
2025.

4. India’s installed nuclear power capacity 
nearly tripled between 2014 and 2025.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c) 2, 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer:  b

Q3. The Strait of Malacca lies between or is directly 
bordered by which of the following countries?

a) Indonesia and Malaysia
b) Indonesia and Vietnam
c) Malaysia and Cambodia
d) Thailand and Indonesia

Answer: a

Q4. With reference to the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue (QUAD), consider the following 
statements:

1. The QUAD is a strategic grouping of four 
countries aimed at promoting security and 
economic cooperation in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

2. The concept of a “Democratic Security 
Diamond” linking India, Japan, the United 
States and Australia was articulated in 2012.

3. Australia’s participation in the Malabar naval 
exercise in 2019 marked the completion of 
QUAD participation in joint military drills.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only

Answer: d

Q5. With reference to the Sabka Bima Sabki 
Raksha (Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill, 2025, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Bill amends the Insurance Act, 1938, the 
LIC Act, 1956 and the IRDAI Act, 1999.

2. It allows up to 100% FDI in the insurance 
sector to improve penetration and promote 
technology transfer.

3. It permits LIC to open new zonal offices 
without prior government approval.

4. It introduces a composite licence for 
insurers.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c 
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