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Need for changes 

During 2023-24, 

●  Earning  = ₹2,56,093 cr
●  Revenue expenditure = ₹2,52,834 cr. 
● net Revenue =  3,260 crore in 2023-24. 

Major expenditure is done on Staff cost, Pension, energy consumption etc.

To increase the profit, Indian Railways (IR) has adopted two-pronged approach 
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CAG (2023) flagged ₹68,269 crore losses in passenger services, offset by freight revenues.

Challenges with Freights:

Decoding the News

Objective

● Reduce dependence on bulk goods freight
● Cut carbon emissions by shifting automobiles from road to rail

Key Developments

● Share of passenger vehicles transported by Railways increased to ~20% of national car 
production (FY25)
 (up from ~1.7% in FY15)

Automobile Freight Data

● 10.41 lakh cars transported in FY25
● Expected to rise to 15 lakh cars in FY26
● Most cars transported are for domestic markets (~80%)
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● Maruti Suzuki: ~50% share of 
rail-transported cars

● Followed by Hyundai and Tata 
Motors

Policy Support

● Automobile Freight Train Operator 
(AFTO) Scheme
○ Registration fee reduced from 

₹5 crore → ₹0
○ Minimum wagon requirement 

reduced (3 rakes → 1 rake)

Infrastructure

● 133 railway sidings across the 
country for car loading & unloading

Other Policy steps  
●  Modern rail freight terminals under 

‘Gati Shakti Multimodal Cargo 
Terminal (GCT)’ policy 

● Incentives for  commodity focused 
specialized wagons such as wagons 
for cement, oil, steel, fly-ash, 
automobiles etc.

● “Cargo Aggregator Transportation 
Product” and “Joint Parcel 
Product-Rapid Cargo Services”.

● Liberalized Automatic Freight Rebate 
scheme for traffic loaded in empty 
flow direction, 

Way forward to improve Revenue

● Ads & Branding across 
stations/trains

● NINFRIS Policy: innovative 
commercial use of railway premises
○ Retail & livelihood: Khadi, 

handicrafts, jewellery kiosks
○ Tech & utilities: Online 

education kiosks, EV charging

🔹 Asset Monetisation (E-Auction)

● Assets: Parcel space, parking lots, 
ATMs, commercial areas

🔹 Passenger Revenue

● Special trains during peak demand
● Higher on-board capacity
● New premium trains with better 

facilities & rational fares

Mains Practice Question

Cross-subsidisation of passenger services 
by freight earnings has long been a 
feature of Indian Railways’ 
finances.Discuss its implications for 
efficiency and competitiveness. Suggest 
reforms to reduce over-dependence on 
freight revenues.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Mains Practice Question

Freedom of speech is a cornerstone of democratic governance, but it is not 
absolute.In this context, critically examine the challenges posed by broad and 
vaguely worded hate speech laws in India. How can the State balance the need to 
curb hate speech with the constitutional guarantee of free expression?
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Fire count

● Counts how many fires are seen at a given time.
● Can be misleading if:

○ Fires happen at night
○ Small fires merge into larger burns
○ Satellite resolution differs

Burnt area

● Measures actual land area burned (in sq. km).
● Much harder to manipulate.
● Better indicator of real stubble burning.

What are mass spectrograph measures? 

A mass spectrograph is a scientific instrument used to identify what substances are 
present in air by measuring their chemical fingerprint.

In the context of air pollution, mass spectrograph measures mean:

Using advanced instruments to analyse the exact chemical composition of air 
pollutants and trace where they come from.
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Decoding the News : President’s Rule  

 WHY ? 
 
Article 355: Obligation of the Union to safeguard states from external aggression and 
internal disturbances.  & ensure governance as per constitution 
Article 356: It allows the President to take over the functions of the state government when 
the constitutional machinery fails.
Article 357: Empowers the President to legislate for the state by ordinance, if necessary.
Article 365: Consequences of failing to comply with or implement directions issued by the 
Union. 

● The President assumes the functions of the state government and executive powers 
vested in the Governor or other authorities.

● State Legislature's powers are exercised by Parliament, with the Council of Ministers 
being dissolved.

● The State Legislative Assembly may be suspended or dissolved.
● The President can issue ordinances for the state when Parliament is not in session.
● Parliament may delegate the authority to legislate for the state to the President or 

another authority
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Duration of President’s Rule

Past instances of President’s rule 
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SC Judgement on President’s rule. 

S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994): The Court ruled that the President’s Rule is subject to 
judicial review, meaning it can be challenged in court if deemed arbitrary.
Rameshwar Prasad Case (2006): The Supreme Court held that the recommendation for 
the President’s Rule should be based on objective criteria and not solely on the subjective 
opinion of the central government.
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 “Maharashtra Advanced Research and Vigilance for Enforcement of Reformed Laws 
(MARVEL)” to enable the State Police Force to perform law enforcement more effectively 
using “Artificial Intelligence”,

What is  Maha Crime OS AI ?

● An AI-based investigation platform for cyber and financial crimes.
●  developed by MARVEL,  CyberEye and powered by Microsoft Azure & Foundry.
● Integrates advanced analytics, AI models, and open-source intelligence.

Accepts complaints in multiple formats (PDFs, audio, handwritten notes). Translates content 
from any language. Analyses:

● Cyber fraud patterns
● Financial transactions
● Telecom and social media data

Identifies interlinked crimes and networks across regions.

● Generates ready-made investigation plans aligned with:
○ Maharashtra Police protocols
○ High Court & Supreme Court guidelines

● Suggests:
○ Whose statements to record
○ Which bank accounts to examine
○ What digital evidence to collect

● Reduces dependence on senior officers for routine guidance.

Efficiency Gains

● Saves significant time and manpower.
● Helps officers focus on core investigation tasks, not paperwork.
● Improves case preparation for courts and compliance with due process.
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Prelims Pointers  : E. Coli Bacteria 

● It is commonly known as E. coli, is a type of bacteria that can be found in the 
intestines of humans and animals.

● It is a rod-shaped bacterium of the Enterobacteriaceae family.
● While most strains of E. coli are harmless and even beneficial, some strains can 

cause illness and infections.
● Some kinds of E. coli can cause diarrhea, while others cause urinary tract infections, 

respiratory illness and pneumonia, and other illnesses.
● Transmission: It can be transmitted to humans through contaminated food, water, 

or contact with fecal matter from infected individuals or animals.
● The most familiar strains of E. coli that make you sick do so by producing a toxin 

called Shiga.
● This toxin damages the lining of your small intestine and causes diarrhea.
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Decoding the News : IT Rules, 2025 

● Scope: Rules target deepfakes & synthetic content (SGI)
● Labelling: AI content must carry permanent identifiers/metadata
● User Disclosure: SSMIs to obtain & verify AI-content declarations
● Takedowns: Transparent, accountable removal process
● Authority: Orders only by Joint Secretary / DIG level
● Reasoned Notice: Written order with legal basis & exact URL/ID
● Oversight: Monthly Secretary-level review for proportionality
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Q1. With reference to Earth observation satellites, 
consider the following statements:

1. Polar-orbiting satellites move from pole to 
pole and pass over India only once or twice 
a day.

2. Polar-orbiting satellites are capable of 
continuously monitoring fire incidents over 
a given region throughout the day.

3. Geostationary satellites remain fixed 
relative to a specific location on Earth and 
can observe the same region around the 
clock.

4. Geostationary satellites are more suitable 
than polar-orbiting satellites for identifying 
diurnal patterns of fire occurrences.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1, 3 and 4 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: a

Q2.  Consider the following statements with 
reference to the constitutional provisions:

1. Article 355 imposes a duty on the Union to 
protect States against external aggression 
and internal disturbance.

2. Article 356 can be invoked when a State 
fails to comply with or give effect to the 
directions issued by the Union.

3. Article 365 provides that failure of a State 
to comply with Union directions may be 
treated as a ground for the proclamation 
of President’s Rule.

How many of the above statements is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q3. With reference to Maha Crime OS AI, consider 
the following statements:

1. It is an AI-based investigation platform 
designed to assist law enforcement 
agencies in probing cyber and financial 
crimes.

2. It is a national-level platform developed and 
operated by the Ministry of Home Affairs.
3. It can analyse cyber-fraud patterns by 
correlating financial, telecom and social media 
data.
How many of the above statements is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to Escherichia coli (E. coli), 
consider the following statements:

1. All strains of E. coli are pathogenic and 
cause gastrointestinal illness in humans.

2. Certain pathogenic strains of E. coli cause 
disease by producing Shiga toxin, which 
damages the lining of the small intestine.

3. E. coli infections can be transmitted to 
humans through contaminated food and 
water as well as contact with faecal 
matter.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q5. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) comes under the administrative 
jurisdiction of:

a) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
b) Ministry of Home Affairs
c) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare 
d) Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilisers

Answer: a
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