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CONTEXT: Amid slew of railway expansion projects and diversification of revenue, a
comprehensive overview of railway finances.

Track Upgradation

« More than 31,000 km of new tracks have been laid since 2014.

« More than 45,000 km of tracks have been renewed since 2014.

Total Capex Allocation

e 2004 - 2014: With around 3.62 lakh crore.
« Since 2014: More than 17 lakh crore.

Figure 1: Railways’ internal revenue inadequate
to finance its capital expenditure (2025-26 BE)
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During 2023-24,

° Earning = 22,56,093 cr
° Revenue expenditure = 2,52,834 cr.
e net Revenue = 3,260 crore in 2023-24.

Major expenditure is done on Staff cost, Pension, energy consumption etc.

To increase the profit, Indian Railways (IR) has adopted two-pronged approach

Table 7: Indian Railways
Operating Ratios for Traffic

(in percentage)
Category of Traffic 2021-22 | 2022-23
Goods (Freight) 72.88 66.97
Coaching (Passengers) 237.38 180.82

Source: Indian Railways Year Book 2022-23.
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CAG (2023) flagged 268,269 crore losses in passenger services, offset by freight revenues.

Eigure 2: Earnings from freight operations
onstitute the bulk of internal revenue
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ources: Expenditure Profile, Railway Statements, Union

ote: BE: Budget Estimates; RE: Revised Estimates.
udget Documents, 2017-18 to 2025-26: PRS.

Challenges with Freights:

I Moving Goods
IR's freight business has three well known characteristics.
1.1t is the bread earner for the organisation and subsidises passenger business.

2. The rail share of freight has gone down significantly over the last 75 years from a whopping
89 per centin 1950-51 to less than 30 per cent in the last decade.

A Maruti Suzuki vehicle being unloaded at the Sairang Railway
Station in Mizoram.

3. Coal brings in 48 per cent of volumes and 50 per cent of revenues for IR (2022-23 data). The
consistent gains from this one freight segment do not incentivise IR to diversify its goods basket.

Decoding the News
Objective

e Reduce dependence on bulk goods freight
e Cut carbon emissions by shifting automobiles from road to rail

Key Developments

e Share of passenger vehicles transported by Railways increased to ~20% of national car
production (FY25)
(up from ~1.7% in FYI5)

Automobile Freight Data

e 10.41lakh cars transported in FY25
e Expected torise to 15 lakh cars in FY26 b
e Most cars transported are for domestic markets (~80%) g
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CONTEXT: Amid slew of railway expansion projects and diversification of revenue, a
comprehensive overview of railway finances.

e  Maruti Suzuki: ~50% share of
rail-transported cars

e Followed by Hyundai and Tata
Motors

Policy Support

e Automobile Freight Train Operator
(AFTO) Scheme
o Registration fee reduced from
€5 crore - 20
o Minimum wagon requirement
reduced (3 rakes — 1rake)

Infrastructure

e 133 railway sidings across the
country for car loading & unloading

Other Policy steps
e Modern rail freight terminals under

‘Gati Shakti Multimodal Cargo
Terminal (GCT)’ policy

e Incentives for commodity focused
specialized wagons such as wagons
for cement, oil, steel, fly-ash,
automobiles etc.

e “Cargo Aggregator Transportation
Product” and “Joint Parcel
Product-Rapid Cargo Services”.

e Liberalized Automatic Freight Rebate
scheme for traffic loaded in empty
flow direction,

Way forward to improve Revenue

e Ads &Branding across
stations/trains
e NINFRIS Policy: innovative
commercial use of railway premises
o Retail & livelihood: Khadli,
handicrafts, jewellery kiosks
o Tech & utilities: Online
education kiosks, EV charging

+ Asset Monetisation (E-Auction)

e Assets: Parcel space, parking lots,
ATMs, commercial areas

+ Passenger Revenue

e Special trains during peak demand

e Higher on-board capacity

e New premium trains with better
facilities & rational fares

Mains Practice Question

Cross-subsidisation of passenger services
by freight earnings has long been a
feature of Indian Railways’
finances.Discuss its implications for
efficiency and competitiveness. Suggest
reforms to reduce over-dependence on
freight revenues.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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What is Hate Speech?

* Speech targeting groups based on identity

y & public order

* Restricted under Article 19(2)

AJMER: DARGAH
CLERIC TO BE
PRODUCED
BEFORE COURT

Key features

Expanded definition of hate speech
Curbs Dissemination, promotion and publication

Covers:

o Speech, writing, visuals, digital mediq,
Stricter punishment:

o Imprisonment up to 7 years

o  Enhanced penalty for repeat offenders
Government powers:

o  Content blocking

o  Online takedown orders

Inbuilt Exception -

‘bona fide artistic creativity, performance or other
form of expression,’ ‘any academic or scientific
inquiry; fair and accurate reporting or commentary,’

Broad definition

The Bill seeks to define hate crime as
“communication of hate speech” which in-
cludes “any expression which is made,
published, or circulated, in words either
spoken or written or by signs or by visible
representations or through electronic
communication or otherwise, in public
view, with an intention to cause injury, dis-
harmony or feelings of enmity or hatred or
ill-will against person alive or dead, class
or group of persons or community, to meet
any prejudicial interest.”

Concerns around Karnataka’s expansive Bill to tackle hate speech

® Onus to Prove innocence
Minimum mandatory punishment
Greater power to state government to
block content

e Violates SC guidelines in Arnesh kumar
case ( Section 35)

N\
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CONTEXT: Karnataka Legislature brought Anti Hate speech Bill, allows an overview
of Existing mechanism against Hate Speech

Existing Legal Framework Comparative & Judicial Perspective

* BNS —Section 299 (Outrage religious feeling) e  ShreyaSinghalv. Union of India (2015):

* BNS —Section 298 ( damage place of worship) o  Struck down Section 66A IT Act for vagueness

* Section 196 penalizes : promoting enmity
between groups Acts prejudicial to harmony e PravasiBhalai Sangathan case:
* |T Act provisions 69 A

* Issue is enforcement, not absence of law (
20% NCRB )

o  Courts urged careful distinction between:

m  Offensive speech

m Incitement to violence
e 2018 Tehseen Poonawalla judgment, -
a. required nodal officers to prevent mob
violence and lynching, reaffirming that the
existing framework must be followed.

Way Forward - Balancing FoSE & Public
order

1. Narrow and Precise Definition
e Limit hate speech to: Direct incitement to
violence or discrimination
e Exclude:Satire,Academic debate, Legitimate
criticism
2. Focus on Enforcement, Not Expansion
3. Proportionate Punishment
4. Strong Judicial Oversight

Mains Practice Question

Freedom of speech is a cornerstone of democratic governance, but it is not
absolute.In this context, critically examine the challenges posed by broad and
vaguely worded hate speech laws in India. How can the State balance the need to
curb hate speech with the constitutional guarantee of free expression?

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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sel]memmmemalp&antsﬁmco-ﬁmg There is

The Centre must make burmt-area

estimates of stubble public

and prepare them for a second crop - In this
case, wheat — but that has in the last decade and
a half been linked to spikes in alr pollution in Oc-
tober-November in Delhi and surrounding citles.

As part of steps to address this, the Centre and
the State governments have been employing a
carrot-and-stick approach - fining farmers but,
simultaneousdy, also providing subsidised farm
equipment, combined harvesters and tractors as
well as Incentivising them to collect stubble and

&loslmlhauhﬁemeasms

ment has been using pmxjes such as coundng
whether the number of active fires visible by sa-
tellites have been declining to evaluate this me-
tric. Since 2020 there has been a decline In fires
In Punjab and Haryana, prompting the govern-
ment to take credit. It turns out that this was a
pyrrhic victory. When images from a different sa-
tellite were used to compute another parameter
called ‘burng area” — the actual land area that had
been burned - the reduction was a more gradual
30%: from about 31,500 square kilometres in
2022 to 19,700 sq.km In 2025 (as of November 25,
this year), an Independent research outfit has
found. Using data from another set of satellites
called Meteosar, unambiguous evidence
emerged that farm fires had shifted towards the
evening. Unlike the other satellites, which orbit
the poles, this one is ‘geostationary’, meaning it
continuously looks at the same spot. The Centre
has been using fire count-reduction based on po-
lar-satellite data, which passes through India bet-
ween 10 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. Since 2022, reports
had been emerging that farmers had shifted thelr
burning towards evening precisely to avold de-
/ these satellites. The Supreme Court of
apprised of this In 2024, had ex-
pus!y told Environment Ministry bodies to as-
certain ‘burnt area’ w gauge stubble burning
trends. Moreover, given that satellites have diffe-
rent resofution powers, there & no knowing what
the true count of fires Is at present. The Centre,
however, has still not made year-wise burnt-area
estimates public. Being disingenuous with data
will only accelerate the erosion of public confi-
dence In the government's clalm on tackling air
pollution. The Centre must Immediately move to
address this.

RAJASTHAN

879 kllometers

~ 500 miles

Polar
Orbit

A. Polar-orbiting satellites

e Move from pole to pole, circling the
Earth.

e Pass over India only once or twice
aday.

e InIndig, they usually pass between
~10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

e Used by the government to count
active fires (visible flames).

+ Limitation
If a fire happens outside this time
window, the satellite will not see it.

B. Geostationary satellites

e Stay fixed over one location on
Earth.

e Continuously observe the same
areq, 24x7.

e Example: Meteosat

e Can detect time patterns of fires
(morning, evening, night).

£ Advantage
They cannot be “avoided” by changing
the timing of burning.
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Fire count

Burnt area

e Counts how many fires are seen at a given time.
e Can be misleading if:
o  Fires happen at night
o  Small fires merge into larger burns
o  Satellite resolution differs

e Measures actual land area burned (in sqg. km).
e Much harder to manipulate.
e Better indicator of real stubble burning.

What are mass spectrograph measures?

Engine
emissions

Power plant

Construction dust

Sources of

air pollution

shuttersts.cl

In the context of air pollution, mass spectrograph measures mean:
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A mass spectrograph is a scientific instrument used to identify what substances are
present in air by measuring their chemical fingerprint.

Using advanced instruments to analyse the exact chemical composition of air
pollutants and trace where they come from.
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Decoding the News : President’s Rule

WHY ?

Article 355: Obligation of the Union to safeguard states from external aggression and
internal disturbances. & ensure governance ds per constitution

Article 356: It allows the President to take over the functions of the state government when
the constitutional machinery fails.

Article 357: Empowers the President to legislate for the state by ordinance, if necessary.
Article 365: Consequences of failing to comply with or implement directions issued by the
Union.

(a) assume to himself all or any of the functions of the
Government of the State and all or any of the powers vested in or

exercisable by the Governor '*** or any body or authority in the State lmpa_Ct Of,
other than the Legislature of the State; President’s
(b) declare that the powers of the Legislature of the State shall be Rule :

exercisable by or under the authority of Parliament;

(c) make such incidental and consequential provisions as appear
to the President to be necessary or desirable for giving effect to the
objects of the Proclamation, including provisions for suspending in
whole or in part the operation of any provisions of this Constitution
relating to any body or authority in the State:

Provided that nothing in this clause shall authorise the President to
assume to himself any of the powers vested in or exercisable by a High Court,
or to suspend in whole or in part the operation of any provision of this
Constitution relating to High Courts.

(2) Any such Proclamation may be revoked or varied by a subsequent
Proclamation.

(3) Every Proclamation under this article shall be laid before each House
of Parliament and shall, except where it is a Proclamation revoking a previous
Proclamation, cease to operate at the expiration of two months unless before
the expiration of that period it has been approved by resolutions of both Houses
of Parliament:

e The President assumes the functions of the state government and executive powers
vested in the Governor or other authorities.

e State Legislature’s powers are exercised by Parliament, with the Council of Ministers
being dissolved.

e The State Legislative Assembly may be suspended or dissolved.

e The President can issue ordinances for the state when Parliament is not in session.

e Parliament may delegate the authority to legislate for the state to the President or
another authority
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Duration of President’s Rule

* Initially, the President's Rule can be in effect for six months, but it can be extended for a

maximum of three years with periodic parliamentary approvals every six months.

e The 44th Constitutional Amendment Act of 1978 introduced a provision allowing the
extension of the President's Rule beyond one year, six months at a time, only under two
specific conditions:

= A proclamation of National Emergency is in effect throughout India or in the entire
state or any part of it.

= The Election Commission of India (ECI) certifies that general elections for the

Legislative Assembly of the state cannot be conducted due to certain difficulties.

e The President of India can revoke the President’'s Rule at any time with a proclamation,
and this does not require parliamentary approval.

Past instances of President’s rule

1 of President’s Rule (1951-2016)
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Proper Use of Article 356

Hung Assembly after elections
Failure to form a stable ministry
Resignation after losing majority
Disregard of constitutional directions
Internal subversion / violent revolt
Physical breakdown of governance

Improper Use of Article 356

No floor test conducted

Alternative govt not explored
Dismissal despite majority

Loss in Lok Sabha elections

Corruption or maladministration alone

Political or intra-party misuse

SC Judgement on President’s rule.

judicial review, meaning it can be challenged in court if deemed arbitrary.
Rameshwar Prasad Case (2006): The Supreme Court held that the recommendation for
the President’s Rule should be based on objective criteria and not solely on the subjective

S.R. Bommiai vs Union of India (1994): The Court ruled that the President’s Rule is subject to

opinion of the central government.

96. Which of the following are not necessarily the
consequences of the proclamation of the
President’s rule in a State ?

1. Dissolution of the State Legislative
Assembly

2. Removal of the Council of Ministers in
the State

8. Dissolution of the local bodies

below :

(a) 1and2only
(b) 1land3only
(¢) 2and3only
(d 1,2and3

Select the correct answer using the code given
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“Maharashtra Advanced Research and Vigilance for Enforcement of Reformed Laws
(MARVEL)” to enable the State Police Force to perform law enforcement more effectively
using “Artificial Intelligence”,

WS4 MARVEL X  gg Microsoft

YT TR

Accelerating cybercrime investigations
across Maharashtra

What is Maha Crime OS Al ?

e An Al-based investigation platform for cyber and financial crimes.
e developed by MARVEL, CyberEye and powered by Microsoft Azure & Foundry.
e Integrates advanced analytics, Al models, and open-source intelligence.

Accepts complaints in multiple formats (PDFs, audio, handwritten notes). Translates content
from any language. Analyses:

e Cyber fraud patterns
e Financial transactions
e Telecom and social media data

Identifies interlinked crimes and networks across regions.

e Generates ready-made investigation plans aligned with:
o  Maharashtra Police protocols
o High Court & Supreme Court guidelines
e Suggests:
o  Whose statements to record
o  Which bank accounts to examine
o  What digital evidence to collect
e Reduces dependence on senior officers for routine guidance.

Efficiency Gains

e Saves significant time and manpower.
e Helps officers focus on core investigation tasks, not paperwork.
e Improves case preparation for courts and compliance with due process.
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Cybercrime

Crime against women

Trace money laundering

Benefits

Preventive action

Data backed decision making
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Prelims Pointers :E. Coli Bacteria

e |tis commonly known as E. coli, is a type of bacteria that can be found in the
intestines of humans and animails.

e Itis arod-shaped bacterium of the Enterobacteriaceae family.

e While most strains of E. coli are harmless and even beneficial, some strains can
cause illness and infections.

e Some kinds of E. coli can cause diarrhea, while others cause urinary tract infections,
respiratory illness and pneumonia, and other illnesses.

e Transmission: It can be transmitted to humans through contaminated food, water,
or contact with fecal matter from infected individuals or animails.

e The most familiar strains of E. coli that make you sick do so by producing a toxin
called Shiga.

e This toxin damages the lining of your small intestine and causes diarrhea.
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23.

39. In India, the use of carbofuran, methyl ooc
parathion, phorate and triazophos is
viewed with apprehension. These
chemicals are used as

(@) pesticides in agriculture
(b) preservatives in processed foods
{c) fruit-ripening agents

(d) moisturising agents in cosmetics

Consider the following statements :

The Food Safety and Standards Act,
iy %coa replaced the Prevention of Food

Adulteration Act, 1954.

2. The Food Safety and Standards
Authorits' of India (FSSAI) is under the
charge of Director General of Health
Services in the Union Ministry of

Health and Family Welfare.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct ?
(a) 1lonly
(b) 2only

(¢) Bothland2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

About Food Safety and Standards Authority of |

India

¢ It is an autonomous body established under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India.

e It has been established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which is a
consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in India.

e FSSAIl is responsible for setting food standards, regulating the manufacture, storage,
distribution, sale, and import of food, and ensuring the availability of safe and

wholesome food for human consumption.

e It lays down the science-based standards for food articles and regulates their
manufacturing and distribution processes.

¢ Functions:
- Standards Development: FSSAl formulates standards for various food products,

ensuring they are safe for consumption.

- Food Safety Management Systems: It provides guidelines for businesses to
implement effective food safety management practices.

o

Licensing and Registration: FSSAI manages the licensing process for food
businesses, ensuring they comply with food safety regulations.

o

Surveillance and Monitoring: Regular inspections and audits are conducted to
assess compliance with food safety standards.

- Consumer Awareness: Initiatives to educate the public about food safety, hygiene,

and nutrition are a key focus area.




The

Analyst

Handoul
15th December 2025

Sahyog Portal

lagpam & RAVI

Sahyog Portal — A Public Good

¢ Launched: October 2024 by the Union Home Ministry, and maintained by the Indian
Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C).

¢ Purpose: A centralised channel (which connects central agencies, state police, and online
intermediaries to combat cybercrime) for issuing takedown notices to intermediaries.

¢ Legal basis: Section 79(3)(b), IT Act, 2000 — intermediaries lose "safe harbour protection” if
they fail to act upon government notices of unlawful content.

¢ Operational data:
= 65 intermediaries and nodal officers onboarded by April 2025.

= 130 takedown notices issued (Oct 2024 — Apr 2025) to platforms including Google,

YouTube, Amazon, Microsoft.

“international news organisa-
tions and prominent X users”.

Asenior industry executive
said the blocking orders may be
more as companiesalsoreceive
such orders through email, in
cases where the Sahyog portal
isdown.

The I4C also revealed that
more than 118 intermediaries
have been onboarded to Sa-
hyog, which suggestsanexpan-
ding universe of platforms
required to comply with state-
issued takedown demands.
The blocking orders were sent
by Central, state and Union
Territory (UT) agencies.

According todatashared by
14C with the Karnataka High

er

directingto blockmorethan1.1
lakh links and accounts for
sharing unlawful content.

The difference in the vol-
ume of such blocking orders —
from nearly one a day between

March 2024-25tomore than six
daily between October 2024-25
— suggests that the portal has
aided government agencies in

taking down more online con-
tent that they deem unlawful.

The Indian Express had pre-
viously reported that nodal of-
ficers from 33 states and UTSs,
along with representatives
from seven Central agencies,
had been onboarded to Sa-
hyog.

The Home Ministry, Meta,
Google, Microsoft, Apple, Ama-
zon and Telegram did not not
respond to requests for com-
ment from The Indian Express
on the takedown orders, in-
cluding the grounds under
which they were issued.

Theblocking orders, issued
in the form of notices, are sent
under Section 7%3)(b) of the In-
formation Technology (IT) Act,
2000. Under this section, on-
line intermediaries can lose
their safe harbour protections
if they fail to block access to
flagged content. These protec-
tions afford social media plat-
forms legal immunity from
hosting user-generated
content.

The Sahyog portal was oper-
ationalised in October 2024 as
a single window platform for

sent directly to individual on-
line platforms by agencies via
email.

Earlier thisyear, X had sued
the Government over blocking
orders sent under Section
79(3)(b) of the IT Act, arguing
thatthe Centre wastryingtoes-
tablish a “parallel” content
blocking regime, and had also
called Sahyog a “censorship
portal”. In September, the Kar-
nataka High Court ruled in fa-
vour of the Central Govern-
mentinthe case, which X plans
toappeal further.

In October, the IT Ministry
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Sahyog Portal
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Decoding the News : IT Rules, 2025

Scope: Rules target deepfakes & synthetic content (SGI)
Labelling: Al content must carry permanent identifiers/metadata
User Disclosure: SSMIs to obtain & verify Al-content declarations
Takedowns: Transparent, accountable removal process
Authority: Orders only by Joint Secretary [ DIG level

Reasoned Notice: Written order with legal basis & exact URL/ID
Oversight: Monthly Secretary-level review for proportionality
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Ql. With reference to Earth observation satellites,
consider the following statements:

1. Polar-orbiting satellites move from pole to
pole and pass over India only once or twice
a day.

2. Polar-orbiting satellites are capable of
continuously monitoring fire incidents over
a given region throughout the day.

3. Geostationary satellites remain fixed
relative to a specific location on Earth and
can observe the same region around the
clock.

4. Geostationary satellites are more suitable
than polar-orbiting satellites for identifying
diurnal patterns of fire occurrences.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

a) 1,3and4only

b) 1and2only

c) 2and3only

d 1,23and4
Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements with
reference to the constitutional provisions:

1. Article 355 imposes a duty on the Union to
protect States against external aggression
and internal disturbance.

2. Article 356 can be invoked when a State
fails to comply with or give effect to the
directions issued by the Union.

3. Article 365 provides that failure of a State
to comply with Union directions may be
treated as a ground for the proclamation
of President’s Rule.

How many of the above statements is/are
correct?

a) Only One
b)  Only Two
c) AllThree
d) None
Answer: c

Q3. With reference to Maha Crime OS Al, consider
the following statements:

1. Itis an Al-based investigation platform
designed to assist law enforcement
agencies in probing cyber and financial
crimes.

2. It is a national-level platform developed and
operated by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

3. It can analyse cyber-fraud patterns by
correlating financial, telecom and social media
data.

How many of the above statements is/are
correct?
a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: b

Q4. With reference to Escherichia coli (E. coli),
consider the following statements:
1. All strains of E. coli are pathogenic and
cause gastrointestinal illness in humans.
2. Certain pathogenic strains of E. coli cause
disease by producing Shiga toxin, which
damages the lining of the small intestine.
3. E.coliinfections can be transmitted to
humans through contaminated food and
water as well as contact with faecal
matter.
Which of the statements given above are
correct?
a) land2only
b) 1and3only
c) 2and3only
d 1,2and3
Answer: c

Q5. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) comes under the administrative
jurisdiction of:

a)  Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

b)  Ministry of Home Affairs

c)  Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare

d)  Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilisers
Answer: a
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