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󰎉➡🌐 Australia’s under-16 
social-media restriction :

● ‘Online Safety Amendment 
(Social Media Minimum Age) 
Act’

● Platforms must take 
"reasonable steps" to :
○ Find and deactivate 

existing accounts of 
under-16s.

○ Prevent the opening of 
new accounts.

○ Block "workarounds" 
● User Protection: Penalizes 

companies
● Who is Covered? Facebook, 

Instagram, Kick, Reddit, 
Snapchat, Threads, TikTok, 
Twitch, X, and YouTube

How the ban will work?

● Age-Gating :
○ Selfie Estimation
○ ID Checks
○ Age Inference

● "Australian families taking back 
power”

Break "Dopamine Loop" :

● "Design features" (algorithms)
● De-addiction
● Mental Health 
● Safety & radicalization/ 

violence

Big Tech's Defense :

● YouTube - forcing kids to use the site 
without an account; removes safety filters 
+ parental controls.

● Meta - "inefficient"
● Snapchat - less safe, unmonitored "dark" 

apps
● X (Twitter) - "Human Rights"; freedom of 

expression.
● Australian Human Rights Commission - 

right to free speech for young people.

Australia BANS Teen 
Social Media

The 
Analyst 
Handout

11th December 2025

CONTEXT: On December 10, 2025, Australia became the first country in the world to 
enforce a hard ban on social media for children under the age of 16.



Practical problems & risks

● Technical : Accuracy & bias, Spoofing 
& circumvention & Data security

● Legal / rights : Freedom of expression 
& Privacy

● Social : Displacement to less safe 
spaces , Inequality & Marginalised 
communities

Australia BANS Teen 
Social Media

The 
Analyst 
Handout

11th December 2025

CONTEXT: On December 10, 2025, Australia became the first country in the world to 
enforce a hard ban on social media for children under the age of 16.



Mains Practise Question :

Australia’s teen social media ban is a 
bold, contested social experiment. It 
prioritises child protection but raises hard 
trade-offs. Comment. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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🧩 Basic Concept: What Is 
“Inequality”?

● Income Inequality → Uneven 

distribution of income among 

individuals or groups within an 

economy.

● Wealth Inequality → Unequal 

distribution of assets (land, savings, 

investments, property, etc.).

󰏝 Part 1: The India Story (Deepening 
Divide) :

● Income Inequality
○ Top 10% Share: capture 58% of 

total GDP
○ Bottom 50% Share: only 15% of 

GDP
○ Trend: widened slightly since 

2022 report (top 10% held 57% 
and the bottom 50% held 13%.)

○ Average Income: €6,200 (PPP)
● Wealth Inequality :

○ Top 10% Share: Own 65% of total 
wealth.

○ Top 1% Share: Own 40% of total 
wealth.

○ Average Wealth: Approx. 
€28,000 (PPP)
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● Gender Inequality
○ Female Labor Participation: 

Remains very low at 15.7%.
○ Stagnation: no improvement in 

10 yrs.
○ Income Share: South & SEAsia, 

only 20% of total labor income.
● India’s Global Position :

○ 1980: larger portion of India's 
population was in the global 
"middle 40%."

○ 2025: almost its entire 
population concentrated in the 
global bottom 50%

○ Contrast with China
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"Fractal" Inequality :

● Top 10% Avg Wealth: ~€1 million.
● Top 0.001% Avg Wealth: ~€1 billion.
● Top 1-in-100 million (56 people): Avg 

wealth €53 billion each.
● Comparison: The wealth of a single 

individual at this level exceeds the 
GDP of several African countries.
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🟣Causes behind rising top shares : 

● Piketty’s r>g logic : Returns on capital 
> growth 

● Global financialization : Asset value 
growth (stocks, real estate)

● Tax : Avoidance Effective  & Personal 
tax rates

● Unequal access to high-return 
assets : Land, property, equities

● Labour market structure

Why inequality persists in India?

● Tax structure of ultra rich
● Limited redistributive spending wrt 

NEEDS
● Land & asset concentration
● Labour market informality
● Gender constraints

Policy solutions :

● Revenue-side :
○ Tax wealth/capital gains more 

effectively
○ Inheritance/estate taxes
○ Close loopholes & fight evasion

● Targeted transfers
○ Universal public goods
○ Active labour policies
○ Targeted transfers

● Structural & institutional
○ Female: invest in childcare, 

safety, skilling
○ Land reforms & affordable 

housing
○ Educational equality
○ Financial inclusion
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The Report Card (June 2025 Data) :

Ease of Doing Business: Over 47,000 
compliances were reduced and 4,458 
provisions decriminalized to help these 
businesses grow.
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To run a satellite internet business :

1. Spectrum: specific radio frequencies 
used to transmit data 
○ Key Bands:

■ L-band (1-2 GHz): Used 
for GPS.

■ Ku-band (12-18 GHz) & 
Ka-band (26-40 GHz): 
"Gold Standard" for 
high-speed satellite 
internet.

○ The Rule: Interference
2. Orbital Slots : The physical path a 

satellite takes around Earth. You need 
a specific slot to ensure your signal 
hits the right antenna on the ground.

The Mega Constellation Boom :
● Starlink (SpaceX): >8,000 

operational; planned up to ~42,000.
● OneWeb: ~648 satellites.
● Project Kuiper (Amazon): planned 

~3,200.
● China’s GuoWang: plans ~13,000.
● Market: projected from $4.27B (2024) 

→ $27.31B by 2032
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Orbits — LEO vs MEO vs GEO (and why it 
matters) 🛰 :
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Who coordinates spectrum and orbital 
slots — ITU :

The Flaw: works on "First-Come, 

First-Served" basis.

● Result: Rich nations/companies

The Reform (WRC 2023): To stop hoarding:

● Must launch 10% of your fleet in 2 

years.

● 50% in 5 years.

● 100% in 7 years.

● Resolution 8: You cannot claim a slot 

in one orbit but secretly deploy in 

another.

● ITU-R 74 (2023): sustainable use & 

debris mitigation (e.g., deorbit within 

25 years).

International legal architecture — who 

does what? 

● UNCOPUOS

● National regulators

● No single binding global regulator

India’s context — capabilities & policy 

stance 󰏝
● Indian assets:

○ ISRO
○ GSAT-N2: ISRO GEO/HTS 

satellite, 48 Gbps
○ Bharti Enterprises holds ~39% of 

OneWeb → India has a stake in 
LEO ecosystem

● Regulations
○ TRAI recommended 

administrative allocation (not 
auctions) for non-GEO satellite 
spectrum

● Opportunities: shape ITU reforms, 
require deorbit & debris mitigation, 
support domestic startups, subsidize 
terminals for rural areas.
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Policy options & recommendations
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🏛 The Environmental Safeguards :
A. Marine Protected Areas 🛡
● Human activity is strictly restricted for 

conservation.
● Status: 130 MPAs across coastal India 

and islands.
● Legal Backing: Wildlife (Protection) 

Act, 1972.
B. ICMBAs (Important Coastal and Marine 
Biodiversity Areas) 🐠
● Priority sites identified for their rich 

biodiversity (like coral reefs, seagrass 
beds, turtle nesting sites).

● Status: 106 sites 
● The Promise: mining blocks do not 

overlap with these zones.

C. Offshore Areas Mineral Conservation 
and Development Rules, 2024.
● Mandatory Plan: for digging with a 

"Production Plan."
○ Environmental Management 

Plan detailing:
○ Baseline information
○ Impact Assessment 
○ Mitigation Measures 

Offshore Areas Mineral Trust :
● Members: Includes Coastal States in 

the Governing Body.
● Funding: A portion of the mining 

royalty/fees goes into this Trust.
● Purpose: The money is strictly used 

for:
○ Research on offshore ecology.
○ Mitigation of adverse impacts 

(fixing ecological damage).
○ Relief for affected 

communities (potentially 
fishermen).
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What is Intangible Cultural Heritage? 
● It includes traditions or living 

expressions inherited from ancestors 
and passed to descendants.

● Examples: Oral traditions, performing 
arts, social practices, rituals, festive 
events, and knowledge concerning 
nature.
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the 
World Inequality Report 2026: 

1. It is released by the World Economic Forum.
2. It measures prevailing inequality based upon 

tax data & national accounts.
3. As per the report, the top 10% rich people in 

India capture more than 2/3rd of the total 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 2 only

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
Intangible Cultural Heritage:

1. Intangible Cultural Heritage is recognised by 
UNESCO.

2. It includes oral traditions, performing arts, 
social practices, rituals & festive events.

3. The Festival of Deepavali has recently been 
included in the Intangible Cultural Heritage list.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding the 
Development of Enterprises & Service Hub (DESH) 
Act : 

1. It was introduced to overhaul the existing 
Special Economic Zone law of 2005.

2. It provides for evaluation based on net foreign 
exchange and direct tax incentives.

3. It uses net positive growth criteria to judge the 
performance of Special Economic Zones.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 2 only 

Answer: c

Q4. Which of the following statements 
regarding the Offshore Areas Mineral 
Trust is NOT correct?
a) Offshore mining areas are marked 

in open sea for mining purpose 
b) Funding is provided through a 

portion of mining royalty 
c) Funding for trust shall be strictly 

used for research & mitigation 
purposes

d) The governing body for trust 
doesn’t include the coastal states 

Answer: d

Q5. Consider the following statements:
1. The megaconstellations like 

Starlink & OneWeb is generally 
placed in the Low Earth Orbit (LEO).

2. The traditional satellites for 
television is generally placed in the 
Geostationary orbit (GEO).

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c
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