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Performance Evaluation

● Export generation & 

diversification

○ Share in exports

○ Penetration of Exports

○ Higher value addition

● FDI & Investment Promotion

○ 4× FDI increase

● Employment Generation

○ 3.2 mn

○ Labour productivity

○ Employment ratio of 

women 31%

Achieving Objectives: Success 
Stories
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Challenges
● Negligible tax benefits for MSMEs
● Effective Utilisation of NPA
● Implications of FTAs
● Non-compliance with WTO rules
● Limited Domestic Market Access
● Underutilization & Vacant SEZs
● Environmental & Sustainability 

Concerns

Govt Initiatives
● Exemption of IGST and CGST for SEZ 

developers
● 100% income tax exemption on export 

income
● Duty-free import and domestic 

procurement

Operational Challenges

● Minimum Land Area requirement
○ Semiconductor & Electronics 

Manufacturing
● Allowing Domestic Sales
● Single window clearance

Suggestions
● Administrative streamlining
● Retain Relative Advantages
● Emulate Success Stories
● Stable, Transparent SEZ Policy 

Framework

Baba Kalyani Committee
● As 3Es: Employment and Economic 

Enclaves
● Delink from NFE performance
● Separate frameworks for 

manufacturing and services SEZs
● Integrated online portal
● High-quality infra: HSR, expressways, 

ports, warehouses, airports, walk to 
work zones

International Best Practices
● Well- defined institutional Structure

○ Aqaba SEZ governed by 2 
authorities- Aqaba SEZ 
Authority & Aqaba 
Development Corporation
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○ IEFZ one stop shop
● Attracting anchor investors & 

incentivizing hi-tech sectors
○ Dubai Internet City
○ Shenzhen SEZ incentives for 

hi-tech industries
● Proximity & connectivity to major 

markets & gateways
○ Incheon Free Zone
○ Dubai Logistics Corridor

● Business Environment
○ JAFZA

● High value services
○ Recreation Centre & Sports 

Comple: Dubai Airport Free 
Zone

○ Data Centre- Dubai 
International Financial Centre

● Joint SEZ development for addressing 
capital & knowledge Constraints
○ China-Singapore Suzhou 

Industrial Park

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
Special Economic Zones (SEZs) were 
envisioned as engines of growth, export 
promotion and employment generation. 
Evaluating their performance, discuss the 
major challenges faced by SEZs in India. 
Suggest measures to enhance their 
effectiveness in promoting exports and 
industrial growth.
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● 91st Amendment, 2003
○ No exemption for Split by 1/3rd 

(Defection by ⅓ ≠ merger)
○ Only Merger by 2/3rd
○ Size of CoM

i. Article 75(1A) - 15%
ii. Article 164(1A) - 12 to 15% 

(Minimum 7 in smaller 
states)

○ No appointment to CoM until 
elected again

Issues
● Emphasis upon stability not 

accountability
● Separation of Powers - Legis & Execu 
● MPs’ freedom of conscience
● No Time Limit for decision making
● Bias of Speaker
● Incumbent head start in bye 

elections
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Case Laws
● Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachilhu, 1992

○ No curtailment of A19(1)(a) or 
democratic rights of MPs

○ Para 7 barring jurisdiction of 
courts - need ratification by 
states 

○ Speaker/Chairman decision 
final but JR

● Dr. Kashinath v. Speaker, Goa LA, 
1993
○ Speaker can not review 

decision
● G. Viswanathan v. Speaker, TN LA, 

1996
○ Expelled => Unattached but 

Member of Old party u/10th 
schedule

● Ravi S Naik v. UoI, 1994
○ Procedural irregularity is 

immune from JR
○ Broader meaning of “Voluntarily 

giving up membership” - 
conduct

● Rajendra Singh Rana v. Swami 
Prasad Maurya, 2007
○ Speaker ignoring petition for 

disqualification = violation of 
constitutional duties

○ Giving letter to another party to 
form govt =  "voluntary give up" 

● Keisham Meghachandra Singh v. 
Hon’ble Speaker, Manipur LA, 2020
○ Reasonable period to decide - 

facts

○ 3 months unless exceptional 
circumstances

● Bharat Rashtra Samithi Case, 2025
○ Indecision defeats objective of 

10th schedule

Suggestions
● Dinesh Goswami Committee

○ Decision by Prez/Gov on advice 
of EC

● Halim Committee 
○ Define ‘voluntarily giving up 

membership of a political 
party’

● Law Commission, 170th report
○ limit issuance of whips - govt in 

danger
○ Delete exemption for splits and 

mergers
● NCRWC (Venkatachaliah)

○ Votes by defector - invalid
○ barred from holding public 

office
● Supreme Court

○ Permanent Tribunal - retd. SC 
judge/ CJ HC

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
The Anti-Defection Law was enacted to 
promote political stability and curb 
opportunistic shifts in party allegiance, yet 
it has often been criticized for undermining 
legislative independence.
Examine the constitutional provisions 
relating to the Anti-Defection Law. Discuss 
the major issues in its implementation and 
suggest reforms to make it more effective.
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Critics

● Ineffectiveness in Curbing 
Malpractices

● Lack of Legal Enforceability
● Interference with Governance
● Weak response and delayed action
● Lack of power to disqualify 

candidates
● Inability to de-register political 

parties
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Suggestions

● Law Commission, 2015 - ban on 

advertisements for up to six months

● ECI Independence

● AI to prevent violations of MCC 

through social media platforms

SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2: Elections, Salient Features of the Representation of People’s Act; 
Newspaper : The Hindu; Page No : 9
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Principles

Action Plan
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Nauradehi WS
● declared WS in 1975 
● largest WS in MP
● on a plateau, part of upper Vindhyan 

range
● corridor for Panna TR and Satpura TR
● connecting Bandhavgarh TR via Rani 

Durgawati WS
● under Deccan peninsula 

biogeographic region
● Vegetation: Tropical Dry Deciduous 

forest
● Drainage: 3/4 in Yamuna [Ganges] 

basin, ¼ in Narmada basin
● Rivers: Kopra, Bamner, Bearma 

-tributaries of Ken
● Flora: Teak, Dhaora, Bhirra, Ber, Bel, 

Mahua, Tendu, Gunja, Amla
● Fauna: Tiger, Panther, Sloth-beer, wild 

dog, blue bull, chinkara, spotted deer, 
sambhar

Kuno NP
● MP
● near Vindhyan Hills
● Kuno River - tributary of Chambal
● ‘Action Plan for Introduction of 

Cheetah in India’
● Tropical dry deciduous forests
● Flora: >129 species of trees - Kardhai, 

Khair, Salai
● Fauna: cheetah, jungle cat, Indian 

leopard, sloth bear, Indian wolf, 
striped hyena, golden jackal, Bengal 
fox, dhole, >120 bird species
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Steps Taken
● UN Climate Conventions (1992 Earth 

Summit)
● International agreements and NDCs
● Global action to protect the ozone 

layer
● Brazil halving Amazon deforestation 

in 2 years
● Brazil ambitious new NDC (59-67% 

emissions reduction)
● Brazil clean energy matrix (88% 

renewable electricity)
● Launch of Tropical Forests Forever 

Facility

Steps That Need to Be Taken
● Move beyond speeches - to real, 

urgent action.
● Fulfill the principle of CBDR
● Rich countries must honor their 

climate finance debts
● Implement ambitious NDCs
● Finance a just and equitable energy 

transition globally
● Redirect oil revenues to fund the 

energy transition
● Fighting inequality at the center of 

climate action
● Link climate action to fight against 

hunger and poverty
● A new UN CC Council for 

accountability
● Reform global governance & UNSC
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The Contempt of Courts Act, 1971
● Section 2 (a)
● Section 2 (b)

○ wilfully disobeying an order, 
decree, direction, any judgment 
or writ

○ breach of undertakings given to 
a Court

● Section 2 (c)
○ Publication of any matter or act
○ Scandalise or lower the 

authority of any court
○ Interferes in any type of judicial 

proceedings
○ Obstructs or interferes with the 

administration of justice in any 
manner

● Section 12
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Q1. Regarding Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
in India, consider the following statements:

1. SEZs are treated as foreign territory for 
trade operations, duties, and tariffs.

2. The SEZ Act, 2005, and the SEZ Rules, 
2006, govern their establishment and 
functioning.

3. All SEZs in India are developed and 
operated exclusively by the central 
government.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 2 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q2.Regarding the Anti-Defection Law in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Tenth Schedule was added to the 
Constitution by the 52nd Amendment 
Act, 1985.

2. The power to decide on disqualification 
under this law rests with the Speaker or 
Chairman of the concerned House.

3. The decision of the Presiding Officer 
under this law is subject to judicial 
review.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q3. Regarding the Model Code of Conduct 
(MCC), consider the following statements: 

1. The MCC comes into force on the date of 
the Election Commission's 
announcement of elections.

1. The MCC has statutory backing under 
the Representation of the People Act, 
1951.

2. The MCC applies to political parties, 
candidates, and the government in 
power.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Regarding Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is the largest Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Madhya Pradesh, declared in 1975.

2. It lies on a plateau forming part of the 
upper Vindhyan range and serves as a 
corridor between Panna and Satpura 
Tiger Reserves.

3. Most of its drainage belongs to the 
Narmada basin.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Regarding the Contempt of Courts Act, 
1971, consider the following statements:

1. The Act defines solely criminal contempt.
2. Only the Supreme Court has the power 

to punish for contempt of itself.
Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d




