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CONTEXT: Chief Justice of India orally said that the  Supreme Court would consider a plea 
seeking to revive the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) and bring an end to the 
Collegium system of judicial appointments to the constitutional courts.
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Concerns with collegium system

1. Lack of Transparency

2. Lack of Accountability

3. Subjectivity & Favouritism

4. Delays in Appointments

5. Executive–Judiciary Friction

6. Low Diversity & Representation

7. No Performance Evaluation 
Mechanism

8. Frequent Change in Collegium 
Composition

9. Lack of Institutional Support

10. Arbitrary Transfers of Judges
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Q. Critically examine the Supreme 
Court’s judgement on ‘National Judicial 
Appointments Commission Act, 2014’ 
with reference to appointment of 
judges of higher judiciary in India. 
(150 word / 10 marks )  - CSE 2017

Q. “Critically examine the shortcomings 
of the Collegium system and the 
constitutional concerns that led to the 
invalidation of the NJAC. Suggest a 
viable reform model for judicial 
appointments in India.” (250 words / 15 
marks) 

Mains Practice Question

Way Ahead

� Judicial Appointments Commission 
2.0 (With Safeguards)

• Majority judicial representation
• Independent experts (constitutional 

scholars, retired judges)
• Minimal but accountable executive 

participation
• Clear statutory criteria for: Merit, 

Diversity, Integrity, Work record, 
Regional representation

� Transparent Procedures
• Publish shortlists, eligibility criteria, 

reasons for selection and rejection (as 
in UK).

� Fixed Timelines
• Government must process Collegium 

recommendations within 30–60 days, 
(Madan Lokur Committee)

� Ensuring Social Diversity
• Affirmative steps to promote: Women, 

SC/ST/OBC representation, 
First-generation lawyers

� Independent Secretariat
• A permanent, professional secretariat 

for data gathering, background 
checks, and evaluation

Fair

Inclusive

Transparent

Independen
t

Plea to revive NJAC 



CONTEXT: The capitals response to air pollution is without an understanding about the 
sources of the air pollution. Further, CJI has given his concurrence to demand of virtual 
hearing due to rising air pollution.
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Air Pollution – severity & Impact 

Global Burden of Disease (GBD), 
2020

•Air pollution caused 1.67 million deaths 
in India—largest for any country.

•GBD 2023 – 15% of deaths in Delhi due to 
air pollution 

WHO Air Quality Database (2023)
•39 of the world’s 50 most polluted cities 
are in India.

•Delhi remains the most polluted capital 
globally.

IQAir World Air Quality Report (2024)
•India ranked 5th most polluted country

Economic Cost (World Bank, 2022)
•Air pollution costs India nearly 8.5% of 
GDP annually due to lost labour 
productivity and healthcare burden.

Health Impacts
• Respiratory diseases: asthma, COPD, 

bronchitis. Cardiovascular issues: 
stroke, heart attacks.

• Reduces average life expectancy by 
5–9 years (EPIC Air Quality Life Index, 
2023).

Economic Impacts
• High healthcare expenditure.
• Productivity loss due to sick workforce.
• Disruptions in tourism and outdoor 

economic activities.

Environmental Impacts
• Soil contamination and water 

acidification.
• Crop yield reduction
• Greenhouse gases such as carbon 

dioxide and methane exacerbate 
global warming and climate change

Death by Breath – Air pollution
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Factors Behind Air Pollution 

General Reasons for Air Pollution in 
India
1) Vehicular Emissions
2) Industrial Pollution
3) Biomass and Household Fuel 

Burning
4) Construction & Demolition 

Activities
5) Agricultural Burning
6) Natural Factors

Specific Reasons for Air Pollution in Delhi

1) Geographic location
2) Reduced Wind speed 
3) Dip in temperature 
4) Vehicular Emissions
5) Crop Burning in Punjab–Haryana
6) Dust from Construction
7) Industrial & Waste Burning
8) Developmental strategy – concrete 

Jungle 

Government Initiatives 

Initiative / Scheme Key Features / Actions

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) Target 40% reduction in PM2.5/PM10 by 2026; 
city-specific clean air plans

National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS)

Specifies limits for 12 pollutants including PM2.5, PM10, 
SO₂, NO₂, O₃

Commission for Air Quality Management 
(CAQM)

Coordinates actions across Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, 
UP; issues binding directions

Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) Trigger-based measures (ban construction, halt DG 
sets, traffic curbs) based on AQI

FAME Scheme Subsidies for EVs, charging stations; shift away from 
fossil-fuel transport

Bharat Stage-VI Emission Norms Ultra-low sulphur fuel; advanced emission controls 
for vehicles

Ujjwala Yojana Free LPG connections; reduces biomass burning

National Air Quality Index (AQI) Categorises air quality into six bands; alerts public

Smog Towers Initiative Large-scale water guns installed in polluted hotspots

Crop Residue Management Scheme Subsidies for Happy Seeder, PUSA decomposer

CONTEXT: The capitals response to air pollution is without an understanding about the 
sources of the air pollution. Further, CJI has given his concurrence to demand of virtual 
hearing due to rising air pollution.
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ISSUES

CONTEXT: The capitals response to air pollution is without an understanding about the 
sources of the air pollution. Further, CJI has given his concurrence to demand of virtual 
hearing due to rising air pollution.

Death by Breath – Air pollution
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Case study 

Strategy Key Actions

1. Strengthening Public 
Transport & Electrification

- Expand metro & bus fleets (especially electric buses). 
- Build EV charging infrastructure.
- Incentivise EV adoption.

2. Curb Agricultural 
Burning

- Promote Happy Seeder, Super Seeder, PUSA 
bio-decomposer. 

- MSP-linked incentives for non-burning farmers. 
- Strengthen biomass collection & supply chain.

3. Industrial Clean-up

- Strict enforcement of emission norms.
- Shift industries to PNG, clean fuels, hydrogen/blended 

fuels. 
- Install & audit pollution control devices (scrubbers, 

filters).

Way Forward 

CONTEXT: The capitals response to air pollution is without an understanding about the 
sources of the air pollution. Further, CJI has given his concurrence to demand of virtual 
hearing due to rising air pollution.

Death by Breath – Air pollution



CSE – 2022
Q. Consider the following;
1. Carbon monoxide
2. Nitrogen oxide
3. Ozone
4. Sulphur dioxide
Excess of which of the above in the 
environment is/are cause(s) of acid rain?
(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 4 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4

CSE – 2016
Q. In the cities of our country, which among 
the following atmospheric gases are 
normally considered in calculating the value 
of Air Quality Index?

1. Carbon dioxide 
2. Carbon monoxide
3. Nitrogen dioxide
4. Sulphur dioxide
5. Methane
Select the correct answer using the code 
given below.
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 4 and 5 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

Q. “Air pollution remains one of India’s 
most persistent environmental challenges. 
Discuss the major causes and impacts, also 
suggest some measures to control it.” (250 
words/ 15 Marks)
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PYQs – Assess your Prep 

Mains Practice Question

Death by Breath – Air pollution

CONTEXT: The capitals response to air pollution is without an understanding about the 
sources of the air pollution. Further, CJI has given his concurrence to demand of virtual 
hearing due to rising air pollution.

4. Urban Planning & Dust 
Management

- Mechanical road sweeping & dust suppression. 
- Mandatory covering of construction sites.
-  Green buffers and plantation on vacant/open areas.

5. Strengthen Monitoring
- Expand CAAQMS network & low-cost sensor grids. 
- Use satellite-based PM tracking and data integration. 
- Improve calibration & maintenance standards.

6. Behavioural Change

- Campaigns against waste burning, firecrackers, solid 
fuel use. 

- Promote LPG, induction cooking; community 
sensitisation.

7. Long-Term Structural 
Measures

- Reduce coal dependence; accelerate renewable 
energy. 

- Decentralised waste management: composting, 
recycling, segregation.

- Strengthen and enforce city-level Clean Air Action Plans 
(CAAPs).
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Objective of the Bill
• Creates a single regulatory authority for 

higher education.
• Merges functions of three statutory 

bodies:
1) UGC (University Grants Commission)
2) AICTE (All India Council for Technical 

Education)
3) NCTE (National Council for Teacher 

Education)

Four Vertical Bodies
1) National Higher Education Regulatory 

Council (NHERC) - Regulates all fields 
except medical & legal education.

2) National Accreditation Council (NAC) 
-Accrediting body.

3) General Education Council (GEC) - 
Frames learning outcomes & academic 
standards.

4) Higher Education Grants Council 
(HEGC) - Handles funding (though the 
article notes some funding decisions 
may stay with government).

Composition
• Each vertical → independent body of 

experts.
• HECI → small group of eminent, 

public-spirited experts.

Problems in Current System (as per NEP)
• Heavy-handed, mechanical regulatory 

system.
• Overlapping regulators → inconsistency 

in standards.
• Excessive red tape, weak autonomy for 

institutions.
• Concentration of power and conflicting 

mandates among UGC, AICTE, NCTE.

2018 Bill
• Replaced UGC but NOT AICTE/NCTE.
• Funding remained with MHRD.
• Included:
• Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, 12 

members (all appointed by Centre).
• Advisory council chaired by HRD Minister.

Concerns Raised (2018)
• Centralisation of power with Centre.
• Limited state representation.
• Weak representation of disadvantaged 

groups (women, SC/ST, minorities, 
disabled).

• Fear of over-regulation.

Parliamentary Committee Observations 
(2018)
• Multiple regulators → inconsistent 

standards.
• Need to avoid Centre-heavy structure.
• Ensure sufficient state representation.
• Simplify regulatory ecosystem for 

effective functioning of universities.

Decoding News 
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Forest survey red flag – 
Aravalli Hills 
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Aravalli Range 
• It is one of the oldest fold mountains 

of the world.
• It runs approximately 670 km (430 

mi) in a south-west direction, starting 
near Delhi, passing through southern 
Haryana and Rajasthan, and ending in 
Gujarat.

• The highest peak is Guru Shikhar at 
1,722 metres (5,650 ft). 

• Guru is a peak in the Arbuda 
Mountains of Rajasthan.

• Major Rivers: Three major rivers and 
their tributaries flow from the Aravalli, 
namely Banas and Sahibi rivers 
which are tributaries of Yamuna, as 
well as Luni River which flows into 
the Rann of Kutch. 

• Economic significance: The range is 
rich in mineral resources like copper, 
zinc, lead, and marble

Decoding the News 
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SYLLABUS : Prelims: Science and Tech GS : 2 Government Interventions
Newspaper The Hindu   Page Number : 13

Decoding the News – Prelims Pointers

What are REPMs? (Definition)
• They are high-performance magnets made using rare 

earth elements (such as Neodymium, Samarium, 
Dysprosium).

• Known for strong magnetic properties, high coercivity, 
and thermal stability.

• Widely used in electric vehicles (EVs), wind turbines, 
electronics, robotics, defence systems, and aerospace.

Name of the Scheme
• Scheme to Promote Manufacturing of Sintered Rare Earth 

Permanent Magnets (REPM).
• Financial Outlay - Total: ₹7,280 crore.

Objective
• Establish 6,000 MTPA integrated REPM 

manufacturing capacity in India.
• Reduce import dependence and develop a secure, 

resilient domestic supply chain for clean-energy 
technologies.

Structure of Manufacturing
• Scheme supports end-to-end, 

integrated production, including:
• Rare earth oxides → metals → 

alloys → finished REPMs.

Timeline of the Scheme
• Total duration: 7 years.
• 2-year gestation period → setting 

up facilities.
• 5-year incentive disbursement 

period.

Strategic Importance
• REPMs essential for: EV motors, 

wind energy, electronics, 
aerospace, defence.

• Supports: Clean mobility, 
renewable energy goals, 
Atmanirbhar Bharat, Reduced oil 
import dependence and improved 
energy security.



SC panel suggests creation of a 
Goa tiger reserve in phases
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SYLLABUS : Prelims: Environment  GS : 3 Conservation
Newspaper The Hindu   Page Number :  12

Prelims Pointers 

Protected Area State Major Rivers / Water 
Bodies Key Species

Mhadei Wildlife 
Sanctuary Goa Mhadei River, Valvanti & 

Virdi tributaries
Bengal tiger, Black panther, 
Gaur, Sambar, Slender loris

Bhagwan Mahavir 
Wildlife Sanctuary Goa Dudhsagar River

Leopard, Sloth bear, Gaur, 
Malabar giant squirrel, King 
cobra

Bhagwan Mahavir 
National Park Goa Dudhsagar River Leopard, Civets, Pangolin, 

Hornbills
Netravali Wildlife 
Sanctuary Goa Netravali River, tributary 

of River Zuari
Malayan giant squirrel, 
Mouse deer, Indian gaur

Cotigao Wildlife 
Sanctuary Goa Talpona River Flying squirrel, Mouse deer, 

Pangolin, Slender loris
Kali Tiger Reserve 
(formerly 
Dandeli–Anshi Tiger 
Reserve)

Karnataka Kali River (also known as 
River Kalinadi)

Tiger, Black panther, 
Elephant, Great hornbill, Gaur
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SYLLABUS : Prelims: Indian Polity  GS : 2 Polity
Newspaper The Hindu   Page Number : 17

Prelims Pointers 

Date of Celebration
• 26 November every year.
• Marks the day when the Constituent 

Assembly adopted the Constitution (26 
November 1949).

• Constitution came into force on 26 January 
1950 (celebrated as Republic Day).

First Celebration
• Formally celebrated as Constitution Day 

from 2015 onwards.
• Declared by the Government of India to 

honour Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s contributions.

Significance
• Promote constitutional values.
• Spread awareness of citizens’ rights and 

duties.

**26 November also observed as National Law 
Day



Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the proposed Higher 
Education Commission of India (HECI):

1. It aims to establish a single 
regulatory authority by merging 
the functions of UGC, AICTE, and 
NCTE.

2. The National Higher Education 
Regulatory Council (NHERC) will 
regulate all disciplines except 
medical and legal education.

3. The General Education Council 
(GEC) is responsible for framing 
learning outcomes and academic 
standards.

4. The Higher Education Grants 
Council (HEGC) will handle 
funding-related functions.

Which of the above statements are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c) 2, 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer : d

Q2.  Consider the following statements 
regarding the Aravalli Range:

1. It is one of the oldest Fold mountain 
ranges in the world.

2. Its highest peak, Guru Shikhar, is 
located in the Arbuda Mountains of 
Rajasthan.

3. The Luni River, originating in the 
Aravallis, flows eastward and 
drains into the Yamuna.

4. The Aravallis are rich in mineral 
resources such as copper, zinc, 
lead, and marble.

Which of the above statements are 
correct?
a) 1, 2 and 4 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 2 and 3 only

Answer: a

Q3.  With reference to Rare Earth Permanent 
Magnets (REPMs), consider the following 
statements:

1. They are made using rare earth elements 
such as Neodymium, Samarium, and 
Dysprosium.

2. They are known for high magnetic strength, 
thermal stability, and high coercivity.

3. They are primarily used only in defence 
applications.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 
protected areas in India:

1. Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary in Goa is associated 
with the Mhadei River and its tributaries like 
Valvanti and Virdi.

2. Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary is situated along 
the Netravali River, a tributary of the Zuari.

3. Cotigao Wildlife Sanctuary is drained by the 
Dudhsagar River.

4. Kali Tiger Reserve in Karnataka derives its 
name from the Kali (Kalinadi) River flowing 
through it.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c

Q5.  Regarding the observance of Constitution Day 
in India, consider the following statements:

1. Constitution Day honours the contribution of 
Dr B.R. Ambedkar as the Chairman of the 
Drafting Committee.

2. The day marks the enforcement of the 
Constitution of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
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