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What are ‘Deep Fakes’?

● AI-generated synthetic media
● Deep Learning Techniques
● Realistically manipulate
● Deep Fakes relies on - 

- Generative AI models (e.g. GANs)
- Large datasets of human 

images/voices

What are Personality Rights?

● Legal Rights of an Individual
● Commercial and Non-Commercial 

use
● Identity Attributes
● Components of Personality Rights - 

- Right to Privacy
- Right of Publicity

● Constitutional Basis in India
- Article 21
- Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union 

of India (2017)
Why  ‘Deep Fakes’ a concern?

● Replicates features - w/o Consent
● Spreads ‘Disinformation’
● Erodes Trust -  genuine media
● Reputation Damage
● Enables extortion, fraud, etc.
● Threatens Public Order

Key Data:

● Europol (2023)
● MIT Study (2023)
● NCRB Cyber-crime data (2022 & 2023)

India’s Legal Position: A Hybrid Model

India does not have a single statute on 
personality rights
HYBRID - 

(A) Constitutional Protection 
- Article 21, Article 19(1)(a) & Article 

300A
(B) Statutory Laws Invoked - 

- Information Technology Act, 2000: 
Section 66D, Section 66E, Section 67 
& 67A & Intermediary Guidelines 
(2021, amended 2023–24)

(C) Criminal Law - Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS), 2023
(D) Copyright and Trademark Law - unfair 
use claims.
(E) Judicial Precedents 

- Titan Industries v. Ramkumar 
Jewellers (2012)

- ICC Development v. Arvee Enterprises 
(2003)

- Amitabh Bachchan v. Rajat Nagi 
(2022)

- Anil Kapoor v. Simply Life India (2023)
- Arijit Singh v. Codible Ventures (2024)

International Frameworks

(A) European Union – Dignity Model
- GDPR (2016)
- EU AI Act (2024)

(B) United States – Property Model
- Varies by state (California strongest)
- Tennessee ELVIS Act (2024)

(C) China – Strict Control Model
(D) UNESCO Ethical AI Guidelines (2021)
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Key Challenges in India

● No Codified Law - judge-made; 
Inconsistency

● Cross-border Hosting - foreign 
servers; slow down removal

●  Lack of AI-specific provisions - No 
legal definition; Limits prosecution

● Platform Liability Issues - 
safe-harbour protection; Frequent 
Violations

● Enforcement & Capacity 
Constraints - Cyber forensics; Lack 
of Trained HR

● Risk of Over-Regulation - 
innovation ~  protection

Way Forward 

● National Legislation on Personality 
Rights - Statutory definition; Civil 
and criminal remedies

● AI Deepfake Regulation- Mandatory 
watermarking 

● for all AI-generated audiovisual 
content; Disclosure norms; 
Stricter penalties

● Strengthen Intermediary Liability - 
Time-bound removal

● Dedicated AI & Deepfake Crime 
Units - Expansion - I4C

● International Collaboration - 
Cross-border 
data sharing; G20 - DEWG

● Public Awareness Campaigns - IEC
● Ethical AI Development - UNESCO & 

OECD AI Principles; Robust Auditing

With the rise of generative AI and deep 
fake technologies, traditional notions of 
personality rights are facing 
unprecedented stress. Discuss the 
challenges posed by deepfakes to 
personality rights and highlight  the 
measures needed to balance innovation 
with protection against identity misuse.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Background and Rationale

● Seeds Act, 1966 & the Seeds (Control) 
Order, 1983

● draft Seeds Bill - Public Comments
● Seed Demand  - 2023–24  - 462.31 lakh 

quintals

Key Provisions in the New Draft Bill

● Farmers’ Rights - Retention of Right; 
Limited Restriction

● Classification of Key Actors - Farmer, 
Dealer, Distributor, Producer

● Institutional Mechanisms
- Central Seed Committee 
- State Seed Committees 

● Mandatory Registration - All SPUs; 
Central Accreditation System

● National Seed Register and Field Trials - 
VCU Field Trials

- National Register of seed varieties
- VCU Field Trials

● Seed Testing and Enforcement
- Central and State Seed Testing 

Laboratories
- Seed inspectors - BNSS
- Penalties

Changes From the 2019 Draft

● Stricter Offences and Penalties - 
₹25,000–₹5 lakh + up to 1 year jail

● Stronger Link to Farmers’ Rights - PPVFR 
Act

● Tighter Quality Standards
● Liberalised Import Policy
● Seed Demand  - 2023–24  - 462.31 lakh 

quintals

Farmers’ Concerns and Criticisms

● Fear of Corporate Control and Pricing - 
SKM & AIKS - ‘corporate dominance’

● Threat to Seed Sovereignty - MNCs 
Monopoly

● Conflict with Existing Safeguards
- PPVFR Act, 2001
- Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD)
- International Treaty on Plant 

Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture

● Centralisation and Bureaucratisation - 
Could weaken - 

- Community Seed Systems
- Farmer Autonomy
- Dilute biodiversity protection

In the light of the recently tabled draft 
Seeds Bill for public comments, 
highlight the important provisions and 
also discuss the associated concerns. 

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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What is the Belt and Road Initiative?

■ About:
○ The BRI, represents a multifaceted development strategy aimed at enhancing global 

connectivity and cooperation.
○ It was launched in 2013 and aims to link Southeast Asia, Central Asia, the Gulf region, 

Africa and Europe with a network of land and sea routes.
● The project was first named the ‘One Belt, One Road’ but renamed as the BRI 

to convey a more open and inclusive initiative as opposed to a 
Chinese-dominated one.

○ The initiative includes two principal components: the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 
Maritime Silk Road.

■ Routes of BRI:
○ Silk Road Economic Belt:

● This segment of the BRI is dedicated to improving connectivity, infrastructure, 
and trade links across Eurasia through a network of overland transportation 
routes.

○ Maritime Silk Road:
● This component emphasizes maritime connections and cooperation in the 

form of ports, shipping routes, and maritime infrastructure projects.
● It begins via the SCS going towards Indo-China, South-East Asia and 

then around the IO thus reaching Africa and Europe.

Prelims Booster

■ Objective:
○ The primary goal of the BRI is to boost international connectivity by enhancing 

infrastructure, trade, and economic cooperation.
● The initiative encompasses a wide range of projects, including railways, 

ports, highways, and energy infrastructure.
■ Geographic Corridors:

○ The land-based Silk Road Economic Belt envisions six key corridors for 
development:
● China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
● New Eurasian Land Bridge Economic Corridor.
● China-Indochina Peninsula Economic Corridor.
● China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor.
● China-Central Asia-West Asia Economic Corridor.
● China-Myanmar Economic Corridor.

China: The Lending Power
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India’s National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS)

Ambient air quality refers to 
the condition or quality of air 
surrounding us in the 
outdoors.

Under the authority of the Air 
(Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act of 1981, India’s 
Central Pollution Control 
Board sets national ambient 
air quality standards.

The current Standards 
include following 12 
pollutants:
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The doctrine of essentiality was initially proposed by the 
Supreme Court in the Shirur Mutt case in 1954. The idea 
behind this doctrine is to protect only such religious 
practices that are essential and integral to the religion. 
Non-essential practices if found to be violative of 
fundamental rights could be struck down by the judiciary.

Relevance of essentiality doctrine:

● Balance religious freedom with state regulation: 
The doctrine ensures that only those practices that 
are non-essential to that religion get regulated by 
the state.
● Example: In the Dargah committee, Ajmer vs 

Syed Hussain Ali the court declared that a 
clear difference must be made between 
essential religious practices and superstitious 
religious practices.

● Prevent discriminatory practices: Many religious 
practices are discriminating, often harmful, to any 
particular section. These must be regulated without 
affecting the spirit of the religion.
● Example: In the Sabarimala case, 2018 the 

Supreme Court declared the exclusion of 
women from the temple as violative of Article 
14 and Article 25.

● Preserve constitutional morality: Essentiality doctrine enables the state to 
act against those practices that violate the core principles underlying the 
Constitution.
● Example: In the Triple Talaq case, 2017 the Supreme Court declared 

that triple talaq is not an essential practice and it violated the right of 
a person to lead a dignified life.

● Maintain secularism: The role of the state in ensuring that none of the 
religion or religious institutions holds unchecked power enhances India’s 
secularism.

● Protection of cultural practices: Culture is often intertwined with religion 
and hence protecting these essential practices preserves the cultural 
heritage.
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● Operation Pawan was 
carried out by the IPKF to 
take control of Jaffna from 
the LTTE in late 1987.

● LTTE disarmament was a 
part of the Indo-Sri Lanka 
Accord in the aftermath of 
Sri Lankan civil war.

● IPKF was inducted on 30 July 
1987. The first IPKF operation 
was launched on 9 October 
1987.

● IPKF was successful in taking 
control of the Jaffna 
Peninsula from the LTTE 
after a two-week-long war.

● The operation was 
terminated on 24 March 
1990.

● Though it achieved its stated 
objectives, it is often 
criticised. It does not receive 
“formal” commemoration at 
the National War Memorial, 
Delhi. However, Sri Lanka has 
built a memorial for it.
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Amnesty International

■ Amnesty International is a London based Non-Governmental 
Organisation founded in 1961.

■ The organization aims to create a world where every person enjoys 
all of the human rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and other international human rights standards.
○ The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted in 

1948. It recognized the fundamental human rights universally 
for the first time.

■ It also conducts research, generates action to prevent grave 
abuses of human rights and demands justice for those whose 
rights have been violated.

■ The organization was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1977 for its 
“Defence of human dignity against torture” and the United Nations 
Prize in the field of Human Rights in 1978.



Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding China:

1. China has granted Loans to more than 
80% of the countries of the world 
between the years 2000 and 2023.   

2. The U.S.A. has been the largest 
beneficiary of these loans.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c 

Q2.  How many of the following air pollutant/s 
is/are included in the list of National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)?

1. Lead
2. Nickel
3. Carbon monoxide
4. Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs)

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All four

Answer: c

Q3.  Regarding the “Doctrine of Essentiality” as 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Supreme Court first articulated the 
doctrine in the Shirur Mutt case (1954).

2. The doctrine allows the State to regulate 
only those religious practices that are 
considered essential and integral to a 
religion.

3. The Supreme Court in the Dargah 
Committee, Ajmer case, distinguished 
between essential religious practices and 
practices born out of superstition.

How many of the above statements is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements:

1. Operation Pawan was carried out by the 
Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) to 
capture Jaffna from the LTTE in 1987.

2. Operation Cactus involved India 
intervening in Sri Lanka to protect Tamil 
civilians during the civil war.

3. Operation Kaveri was launched to 
evacuate Indian nationals from Sudan in 
2023.

Which of the above statements are correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q5.  Consider the following statements 
regarding Amnesty International:

1. It conducts independent research and 
mobilises public opinion to prevent 
grave violations of human rights.

2. It is an intergovernmental organisation 
under the United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC).

3. It works to ensure the protection of rights 
provided in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a
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