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Reinventing State PSCs: Meritocracy for 
Bureaucracy 

Historical Background 
 –1919 – GOI Dispatch proposes PSC; 
Section 96(C), GOI Act provides legal 
basis.

● –1924 – Lee Commission 
recommends immediate 
establishment of PSC.

● –1926 – First Public Service 
Commission set up on 1 October 
(Sir Ross Barker, Chairman).

● –1935 – GOI Act establishes 
Provincial PSCs → Origin of State 
PSCs.

● –1950 – Constitution (Articles 
315–323) gives constitutional 
status to State PSCs.
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What Does the constitution says 
●  Article 315: Establishes State 

Public Service Commissions.
●  Article 316: Appointment & 

tenure of Chairman/Members 
by Governor.

●  Article 317: Removal only by 
President after Supreme Court 
inquiry.

●  Article 318: Governor frames 
rules for service conditions.

● Article 319: No further 
employment in State Govt after 
PSC tenure.

● Article 320: Functions – 
recruitment, exams, 
disciplinary advice.

Reasons of Issues in PSC : A 
comparison with UPSC

● Politically Sterile vs 
Politically Osmotic - 

● Manpower Needs and 
Planning

● Institutionalization vs 
Ad-hocism - ministry 

● Reforms vs Stagnation : 
● Methods of Evaluation : 

Moderation
● Complexity and 

litigations  

A Fundamental Issue of 
-Fundamental Right - 16 
-DPSP -39 (b) - Material resources - 
Common Good

Way Forward : 

● 5 Year Roadmap
● Appointment Reforms - 41st amendment
● Updation - pattern of Exam
● Transparency and Accountability 
● Policy Stability 
● Role Modelling 
● Desirable - Uniformity in process

Mains Practise Question
Question : “Critically examine the major 
problems affecting State Public Service 
Commissions, highlighting the reasons for 
their persistence. Also propose measures to 
restore their credibility.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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UNSC Reforms
● Maintaining Peace & Security

○ Recommend agreements; 
investigation, mediation; 
dispatch a mission; special 
envoys

○ ceasefire directives; military 
observers or a peacekeeping 
force

○ Enforcement Measures - 
economic sanctions, arms 
embargoes, travel bans; 
severance of diplomatic 
relations; blockade

● Decisions that member states are 
obligated to implement

● Criteria for Reform
○ 2/3 of UN member states vote in 

the General Assembly- 129/193 
+ ratify

○ P5 consent
Fixing the Council: Why UNSC Reform Can’t 
Wait

INDIA’s Credentials for UNSC
● Significant Global Influence
● Largest Democratic Nation
● Strong & Expanding Economy
● Reliable Contributor to UN Missions
● Authentic Representative of 

Developing Nations
● Steady Supporter of Peaceful Global 

Order
● Broad Backing from Many Countries
● Foundational Member with 

Contemporary Importance
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Way Forward 

● Adopt Clear, Text-Based Negotiations
● Set Time-Bound Targets for Reform
● Expand Both Permanent & 

Non-Permanent Seats
● Ensure Fair Representation for 

Developing Regions
● Limit Misuse of the Veto & Improve 

Working Methods
● Strengthen Transparency & 

Accountability in UNSC
● Promote Wider Consensus Through G4,  

Africa Groups
● Reflect Contemporary Geopolitics, Not 

1945 Realities

The world has changed. Our institutions have 
not. We cannot effectively address problems as 
they are if institutions do not reflect the world as 
it is. Instead of solving problems, they risk 
becoming part of the problem.” 

UN’s Secretary-General, António Guterres,

Mains Practise Question

Question :Discuss how the existing 
structure of the UNSC reflects the 
geopolitics of 1945 rather than the 
realities of the 21st century.”
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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How is Chandigarh 
Administered currently ? 
●  The practice of appointing 

an Administrator of the UT 
designated as "Chief 
Commissioner" continued 
up to May 31, 1984. 

● Ever since June 1984, the 
Governor of Punjab has 
been functioning as the 
Administrator of Union 
Territory of Chandigarh. 

What Does the constitution says 
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Related Concepts

Health Insurance Claims 
jump 21%
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INSURANCE DENSITY INSURANCE PENETRATION

Ratio of total insurance premium 
collected to the total population of a 
country 

Ratio of Total insurance Premium 
collected to the Total GDP 

Insurance density has steadily 
improved, increasing from $9 in 2019 to 
$25 in 2023

While general insurance penetration in 
India remains relatively low at 1% of GDP
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Guru Tegh Bahadur : 350th Martyrdom 
Anniversary 
● Founder of holy city of AnandPur 

Sahib - Birthplace of Khalsa 
● 9th Guru of Sikhism. 
● Father of Guru Gobind Singh 
● Composer of 116 Hymns in Guru 

Granth Sahib
● Martyred at Delhi , 2nd Sikh Guru as 

Martyr. 
● Contemporary legacy 
● Ethical values 

Brief History of 10 Gurus of Sikhism

 1. Guru Nanak Dev (1469–1539) 

   • Contemporary: Babur

   • Key: Founded Sikhism; Udasis.

 2. Guru Angad Dev (1539–1552)

   • Contemporary: Humayun

   • Key: Standardised Gurmukhi.

 3. Guru Amar Das (1552–1574)

   • Contemporary: Akbar

   • Key: Langar system; social reforms.

 4. Guru Ram Das (1574–1581)

   • Contemporary: Akbar

• Key: Founded Amritsar; Lavan hymns.

 5. Guru Arjan Dev (1581–1606)

   • Contemporary: Akbar, Jahangir

   • Key: Compiled Adi Granth; Harmandir 
Sahib.

 6. Guru Hargobind (1606–1644)

   • Contemporary: Jahangir, Shah Jahan

   • Key: Miri-Piri; Akal Takht.

 7. Guru Har Rai (1644–1661)

   • Contemporary: Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb

   • Key: Compassion; aided Dara Shikoh.

 8. Guru Har Krishan (1661–1664)

   • Contemporary: Aurangzeb

 9. Guru Tegh Bahadur (1664–1675)

   • Contemporary: Aurangzeb

   • Key: Martyrdom for religious freedom.

 10. Guru Gobind Singh (1675–1708)

   • Contemporary: Aurangzeb, Bahadur Shah 

   • Key: Khalsa (1699); Guru Granth Sahib 
finalised.
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Step Taken by Govt. 

No record of African Grey 
Parrot at SFD
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No record of African Grey Parrot at SFD

Legal Position 



About :  AUSINDEX 25 
● Major Biennial Maritime 

exercise 
● Since 2015 
● Bolster Interoperability, gain 

from best practices, Common 
Understanding of MSO

● Year 2025 in Northern Pacific

About INS Sahyadri 

● INS Sahyadri is a guided-missile stealth 
frigate of the Indian Navy. 

● It is the third ship of the Shivalik class of 
frigates

● Indigenously designed and built in India. 

● The Shivalik class frigates are multi-role 
warships that are equipped with 
advanced weaponry, sensors, and 
technology to carry out a variety of naval 
operations
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Q1. Consider the following statements:

1. The Government of India Act, 1935, 
provided for the creation of Provincial 
Public Service Commissions.

2. The first Public Service Commission in 
India was established in 1916 with Sir Ross 
Barker as its Chairman.

3. The Constitutional status of State Public 
Service Commissions is derived from 
Articles 315 to 323 of the Indian 
Constitution.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC):

1. The UNSC consists of five permanent 
members and ten non-permanent 
members.

2. All non-permanent members of the 
UNSC are elected for a term of five years.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding INS Sahyadri:

1. INS Sahyadri is a guided-missile stealth 
frigate of the Indian Navy.

2. It is the third ship of the Shivalik-class 
frigates.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q4. Consider the following statements :

1. Insurance density refers to the ratio of 
total insurance premiums collected to 
the country’s total population.

2. Insurance penetration measures the 
share of total insurance premiums in a 
country’s GDP.

3. Insurance penetration always increases 
when insurance density increases.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding Guru Tegh Bahadur:

1. He founded the holy city of Anandpur 
Sahib, which later became the 
birthplace of the Khalsa.

2. He was the 9th Guru of Sikhism and the 
father of Guru Gobind Singh.

3. He composed more than 3000 hymns in 
the Guru Granth Sahib.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a
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