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How Children can be tried as adults?

● JJ Act 2015 - 16-18, heinous offences
● 3 categories
● Section 15 - heinous offence - JJB to 

conduct a preliminary assessment
○ mental and physical capacity
○ Ability to understand the 

consequences
○ Circumstances

● Section 18 (3) - transfer of the case to 
the Children’s Court.

● Sole objective of preliminary 
assessment

Responsibilities of JJB

● Preliminary assessment
● Child psychology or child psychiatry
● Legal aid counsel
● Social Investigation Report

Concerns

● Risk of Recidivism
● > 7 years of imprisonment - 46 

offences
● Article 14, 15 (3)
● International norms
● Policy guided more by emotion than 

evidence?
● Arbitrary Assessment Mechanism

○ Shilpa Mittal v. State of NCT of 
Delhi, 2020

Other Provisions of Juvenile Justice 
Act, 2015

● Adoption - district magistrate issues 
all orders 

● Appeals - Divisional Commissioner
● Designated Court - Children’s Court 
● Child Welfare Committees (CWCs)

○ each district

○ criteria for the appointment of 
members to CWC

i. involved in health, 
education, or welfare of 
children for at least seven 
years or

ii. practising professional with 
a degree in child 
psychology, psychiatry, law, 
or social work
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International Declarations and 
Conventions

● UDHR, 1948
○ All humans are born free and 

equal in dignity and rights
○ Childhood entitled to special 

care and assistance
● International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, 1966
○ Protection without 

discrimination - for all children
● International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights, 1966
○ Accused juveniles separate & 

speedy trial
○ Right to family, state protection, 

a name, and a nationality
● Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, 1989
○ Best interests of the child
○ Right to Life, Survival, and 

Development
● The Beijing Rules, 1985

○ Rule 5
○ Procedural safeguards: Privacy, 

separate facility
● The Riyadh Guidelines, 1990

○ Focus on the prevention
○ Early protection and 

intervention for children in 
"social risk"

Approaches for Juvenile Justice

● Welfare Model
○ Principle of doli incapax in 

Roman Law
○ Belgium
○ France: education and 

rehabilitation
○ New Zealand: Family Group 

Conferencing
● Justice Model

○ UK age of criminal responsibility
○ US

Mains Practice Question

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection 
of Children) Act seeks to balance the 
goals of child reform and societal safety. 
Yet concerns regarding implementation, 
and the trial of children in conflict with law 
persist. Critically examine.
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Significance

○ 2.36 million hectares of ponds and tanks, >11k km coastline, 1.1 mn hectares of 
brackish water

○ Livelihoods to 28 mn
○ 2nd globally in the aquaculture industry
○ FIsheries - 3rd largest producer, 4th largest exporter

■ 25% marine
■ AP>WB>Guj

○ Growth: 11%
○ Food Security, Employment
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Challenges

● Overfishing/Unsustainable Fishing
● Bycatch
● Illegal Fishing
● Extension services - information support, credit
● Infrastructure

○ availability of quality seed
○ cold chain
○ Post harvest losses
○ Price discovery mechanisms

Govt Steps

● Blue Revolution 2.0

● PMMSY
○ Goal - production, exports, jobs, income
○ Fish Farmers Producer Organisation
○ Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund
○ Integrated Aqua Parks
○ Artificial Reefs Deployed
○ Pradhan Mantri Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah-Yojana
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● PMMSY
○ Goal - production, exports, jobs, income
○ Fish Farmers Producer Organisation
○ Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund
○ Integrated Aqua Parks
○ Artificial Reefs Deployed
○ Pradhan Mantri Matsya Kisan Samridhi Sah-Yojana

Govt Steps

● National Genetic Improvement Facility for shrimp breeding
● National Surveillance Programme for Aquatic Animal Diseases
● Kisan Credit Card facility extended
● New areas - saline and brackish waters, reservoirs, and floodplains
● e-Gopala app
● Sagar Parikrama
● Sustainable Fishing

○ National Policy on Marine Fisheries 2017
○ Uniform Fishing Ban
○ Prohibition of Destructive Fishing Methods
○ Promoting Sustainable Practices
○ Climate-Resilient Coastal Fishermen Villages Programme

Mains Practice Question: The fisheries sector plays a pivotal role in India’s food security, 
employment generation, and export earnings. Discuss the significance of the fisheries 
sector in India and the major government initiatives taken to strengthen the sector.
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Impact of Sand Mining

Reasons
● Demand for Construction materials
● Population & Urbanization
● Sand mafia
● Few alternatives
● Weak EIA

Initiatives to Check
● MMDR (Amendment) 

Act, 2023
○ Minor Mineral
○ Section 3(e)

● EIA
○ Even for <5 ha

● Sustainable Sand 
Management 
Guidelines, 2016
○ environmentally 

sustainable
○ socially 

responsible 
mining

○ conservation of 
river equilibrium

○ prevention of 
depletion of GW 
reserves

● Enforcement & 
Monitoring Guidelines 
for Sand Mining, 2020
○ uniform protocol 

for monitoring 
sand mining

○ identification of 
sources, end-use

○ surveillance 
technologies: 
drones and night 
vision

Sand mining ban leads to 
quarries expansion
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MAINS

Coastal sand mining, whether legal or illegal, poses one of the biggest threats to our 
environment. Analyse the impact of sand mining along the Indian coasts, citing specific 
examples. (2019)

PRELIMS

Which of the following is/are the possible consequence/s of heavy sand mining in 
riverbeds?

1. Decreased salinity in the river
2. Pollution of groundwater
3. Lowering of the water-table

Select the correct answer using the code given below :
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
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What is Sickle Cell Anaemia 
(SCA)?
● Shape of RBC - RBC contain 

hemoglobin
● SCD - hemoglobin is abnormal, 

RBC become hard and sticky and 
look like a C-shaped farm tool

What happens in SCA?
● Round RBC move easily through 

blood vessels
● Sickle RBC slowing and even 

blocking, the blood flow
● sickle cells die early - shortage of 

RBC, deprive the body of oxygen
● obstructions and shortages may 

cause chronic anaemia, pain, 
fatigue, stroke

Can SCA be treated?
● Genetic disorder
● Gene therapy (DNA inside 

haemoglobin gene edited) and 
stem cell transplants (bone 
marrow replacement) — costly, still 
in developmental

● Blood transfusion - RBC
● Challenges

○ scarcity of donors
○ safe supply of blood
○ risk of infection
○

National Sickle Cell Anaemia 
Elimination Mission:
● Union Budget 2023-24 : mission to 

eliminate sickle cell anemia by 
2047

● Awareness and screening 
programs for people ages 0 to 40.

● India’s tribal belt (Odisha, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra).

● Vital medicines like hydroxyurea 
in the essential medicines list

‘Birsa-101’ therapy for 
Sickle Cell Anaemia
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● India's proposed CAFE 3 
fuel-efficiency rules

● Weight-based formula
● Lighter, small cars face much steeper 

efficiency improvements than heavier 
SUVs

Arguments Against the Proposed 
Norms (e.g., Maruti Suzuki)
● Unequal burden on budget, small 

cars
● Already wafer-thin margins
● Limited room for costly tech like 

hybrids
● Unaffordable for first-time buyers
● Could accelerate shift toward larger, 

more expensive vehicles
● Original idea was to make big cars 

improve
● Weight-based definitions conflict with 

critical safety imperatives

How the CAFE 3 Formula Works
● Efficiency formula: [0.002 x (W – 1170) 

+ c]
● The constant c decreases each year 

from FY28 to FY32, making rules 
stricter

● Example of a 740kg small car:
○ Must become 48% more 

efficient from CAFE 2 to the end 
of CAFE 3

● Example of a 2500kg heavy car:
○ Only needs to become 25% 

more efficient

Global Comparison

● USA & China: "piecewise linear" 
approach with fixed targets below a 
certain size/weight

● South Korea: Fixed targets for light 
cars and extra credits for selling small 
cars

● Japan: non-linear approach to avoid 
disproportionately high targets for 
small cars

● Europe: negative slope, meaning 
bigger cars have a lower absolute CO₂ 
target
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Mount Semeru: Volcanic 
Eruptions
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 
international instruments related to child rights and 
juvenile justice:

1. The ICCPR, 1966, provides for the best interests 
of the child, including non-separation of 
accused juveniles from adults.

2. The Beijing Rules, 1985, emphasise that juveniles 
in conflict with the law must be protected 
through privacy and separate facilities during 
proceedings.

3. The Riyadh Guidelines, 1990, focus primarily on 
preventive measures and early intervention for 
children at social risk.

Which of the above statements are correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q2. With reference to the Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), consider the following 
statements:

1. It is a centrally sponsored scheme 
implemented only in coastal States having 
marine fisheries.

2. It seeks to establish a National Fisheries Digital 
Platform to integrate all fisheries-related 
activities.

3. It supports both marine and inland fisheries, 
including aquaculture and ornamental fish.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding 
Article 143 of the Constitution of India:

1. The President may seek the Supreme Court’s 
opinion only on questions of law that have 
arisen or are likely to arise, and not on questions 
of fact.

2. The opinion given by the Supreme Court under 
this Article is binding on the government.

3. The Supreme Court may refuse to answer a 
reference made under Article 143.

4. This Article can be invoked even when a matter 
related to the question referred is already 
pending before the Supreme Court.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All four

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to the environmental impacts of 
riverbed sand mining in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. It can alter the longitudinal profile of a river, 
leading to upstream erosion and downstream 
sediment starvation.

2. It reduces groundwater recharge by lowering 
the water table in the floodplain aquifers.

3. It increases the vulnerability of riverbanks and 
nearby infrastructure to collapse due to 
undercutting.

4. It enhances fish breeding due to increased 
water turbidity and habitat complexity.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c

Q5.With reference to Mount Semeru, consider the 
following statements:

1. It is the highest volcano on the island of Java.
2. It lies on a tectonic boundary where the 

Indo-Australian Plate is subducting beneath 
the Eurasian Plate.

3. It is located in the Philippines archipelago.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a
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