VAJIRAM & RAVI

Institute for IAS Examination

WagiRAM & RAV]

20th November 2025




The . y
Analyst Maoism Endgame ! Future l

Handout of Naxalism in India?

20th November 2025

VAJIRAM & RAV]

UPSC MAINS PYQs

e Q. The persisting drives of the government for development of large industries in backward
areas have resulted in isolating the tribal population and the farmers who face multiple
displacements. With Malkangiri and Naxalbari foci, discuss the corrective strategies needed
to win the Left-Wing Extremism (LWE) doctrine that affected citizens back into the
mainstream of social and economic growth. (2015)

® Q. Article 244 of the Indian Constitution relates to administration of scheduled areas and tribal
areas. Analyze the impact of non-implementation of the provisions of the Fifth schedule on the
growth of Left-wing extremism. (2018)

® Q. What are the determinants of left-wing extremism in the Eastern part of India? What
strategy should the Government of Indiq, civil administration and security forces adopt to

counter the threat in the affected areas? (2020)

Red Corridor

MAOISM / NAXALISM/ LWE - _ Y;
What does it even mean ?

ODISHA ASSAM: The LWE
E movement seems to
MAHARASHTRA be expanding despite

& military intervention

MANIPUR: Maoists —-€—
are forming links with
terror groups in the
North-East

I New areas of Maoist expansion

I Highly affected areas

/, [ Moderately affected
|
Least affected
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Causes of Rise of LWE
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Inequity in Development - 59 vs
73.

Nolongera brldge too far for Malkangln S
Social Exclusion of Tribals isolated tribals

Cut off by the Balimela reservoir, 150 villages depended on ferries for basic needs. They have waited five

decades for the Gurupriya bridge
Governance Deficit

Updated - June 09, 2018 11:42 pm IST - BHUBANESWAR

PRAFULLADAS

Exploit Interstate
movement
Armed Rebellion Guerilla Warfare
New trends : Urban Methods of Symbolic Targeting
Naxalism LWE

Ploys - Vulnerable - Bal Dasta
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Government Initiatives @

Prerer

e National Policy and Action Plan 2015: Key Takeaways
multi-pronged strategy in the areas e Naxal-related violent incidents reduced by 53% between 2014 and 2024

of security, development, ensuring

rights & entitlement of local

e 1,225 Naxals surrendered and 270 neutralised till October 2025
communities etc.

e Scheme for Modernization of Police
Forces + Fortification of police
stations in affected districts.

e Assistance to Central Agencies for
LWE management Scheme like
CAPFs, Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA), Indian Air
Force

Decline in Naxal Violence Over @

Decline in Maoist-Affected Districts (2013-2024) the Last Decade
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CONTEXT: Recent Encounters of Naxalites depicts optimism in the war against Left Wing
Extremism.

Way Forward ¥,

nstan

¢ Targeted Security Operations: Use intelligence to target LWE groups, minimizing harm.

¢ Reformed Surrender Policy

e Empowering Local Peace Ambassadors: Identify and support peacemakers, foster
communication, and encourage community involvement.

e Winning Heart and Mind ( WHAM ) Invest in infrastructure, jobs, education, and
healthcare.

¢ Ecological and Sustainable Development: Focus on sustainable development and

community involvement.
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CSE Mains PYQ : - Reorganisation : HEAT FREQUENCY

COMMISSISONS FOR
STATE REORGANISATION

DHAR JVP STATES
COMMISSION | COMMITTEE | REORGANISATION
1948 1949 COMMISSION
Recommended Rejected language 1953
reorganisation of as the sole criterio | Favoured language
states primarilyon | forreorganisation as the basis,
administrative of states also considered
grounds administrative and
other factors

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

‘Growing feeling of regionalism is an important factor in the generation of demand for a separate

'state. Discuss. (WTafRied1 i aedt g& Hrae, gue Tsa i 5 %1 e o | fade #ifsg 1) 2013

iWhat is the basis of regionalism? Is it that unequal distribution of benefits of development on
iregional basis eventually promotes regionalism? Substantiate your answer. (S&fRigr &1 41 39R &2
s T T TR TR W e & amsdi & v fawor @ gan, e o siqa: wrefRear &6t aeran faan? smaa 3w a6t gy #ifsg 1)

' Discuss whether formation of new states in recent times is beneficial or not for the economy

éof India. (=i &% fo 1 g & g9a § 793 Tsdi &1 701, 9Ra &t srferaen & fau amvmg g aradi 2 1) 2018

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

- Main Recommendations:

* Accepted language as one of the basis for state reorganisation.
¢ Rejected the concept of one language - one state.

* Factors considered for state reorganisation:
= Unity and security of the nation.

o Linguistic and cultural homogeneity.
- Financial, economic, and administrative considerations.
¢ Advocated for the establishment of 16 states and 3 centrally
administered territories.

- Based on these recommendations, the State Reorganisation Act
1956 was passed, creating 14 centrally governed states and 6 union
territories.

Linguistic reorganization continues right after 1956 SRC (1956-1966)

Naga Hill Tuensang Area was carved out of
Assam as UT

D ~ Assam
: L Nagahil
" Tuensang Area

Gujarat and Maharashtra were carved out of Bombay

OCry
b Al ¢

Goa joined the Indian Union and with it, European
colonialism came to an end on the subcontinent

Pondicherry officially became a part of the Union

Nagaland was granted statehood

Punjab, Haryana, UTs Himachal Pradesh
and Chandigarh were created . Himachal Pradesh

Akali Dal's protests ) A
for linguistic \?\_ A
reorganization led to ¢
the former states of a

East Punjab, Patiala | Punjab
gnd East Punpabd , \K
tates Union an: . ‘ i
Himachal Pradesh. ) Chandigarh
Haryana .

g
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CONTEXT: 25 Years have elapsed since reorganisation of CG, JH and UK - A look from

Regionalism perspective

agirAm & RAV/

What is Regionalism?

inhabiting a region.

The Good Bad Dichotomy of
Regionalism.

Regionalism is a term used to describe the idea that people living in a particular region share
a common identity based on their distinct characteristics, such as language, culture, history,
and food habits. This shared identity creates a sense of togetherness among people

awn Proposed states and
g union territories of India

xxxxx

Weaken India?

“State Reorganisation @25: Did Regionalism Strengthen or

Reasons for Reorganization : 3 states
case study

e Historical Conflict - mutually
exclusive way of life - Eg. JH

e As ameans for Social Justice -
JMM

e  Geographical/Topographical
Differences - UK

e Alienation feeling

e Political Representation

e Means for Political Mobilisation -
Vajpayee

e Economic Deprivation - CG -6000
cr.

e Response to state policies -1994
Mulayam Singh

The state has come a long way since ts
creation. Its budget rose from nearly R
6,000 crore in 2000-2001 to Rs 1.65 lakh

Behind statehood demand

Chhattisgarh boasts India’s third largest
coal and iron ore reserves. It produces

then Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda an-
nounced the formation of Uttaranchal. In
1998, the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led
government sent the Uttar Pra-
desh Reorganization Billtothe
UP government, which was
passed.

Reasons for demands
Political representa-
tion: Political representation
was a grave concern for the hill
people. While the neighbouring
Himachal Pradesh had 68 consti-
tuencies in the Assembly, the Uttarakhand
region had 22 seats in the UP Assembly (at
the time of state formation) despite having
apopulation similar to HP. The Ramashan-
kar Kaushik Committee, which submitted
areport recommending aseparate hill state

O Dehradun

roughly 20% of the country’s steel and alu-
minium, and 15% of its cement. Roughly
44% of its area isunder forest cover. Despite
these riches, the state was the most back-

to the Mulayam Singh Yadav government
in 1994, recorded this angst.
Allocation of resources:
Another argument was that the
hill region's resources were
being exploited by the rest of
UPwithout adequate recom-
pense or balanced develop-
ment in return. This was
compounded by the percep-
tion of the cultural and geo-
graphical distance between the
“plains-based decision makers”
and their lack of knowledge about the
hill region, its people and their needs.
When the state was eventually formed,
the demography had a good non-Pahari
population too, with the inclusion of
Udham Singh Nagar and Haridwar.
Of Uttarakhand’s total geographical
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state Reorganisation @25: pid Reglonllsm Strangthen or Weaken incla?_ |

Taking lessons from the 3 states for Positive Regionalism

Did State Reorganisation
Strengthen or Weaken India?
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Benefits of State Reorganisation
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Negative impacts:
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» Tensions and conflicts: Regionalism may lead to tensions and conflicts between different
regions. This can manifest as a sense of competition, mistrust, or even hostility between

regions.

e Marginalization of minority groups: Regionalism can sometimes marginalize minority
groups within a region, particularly those who do not share the language, religion, or

cultural practices of the dominant group.

» Divisive politics: Political parties or leaders may use regional identities to create divisive
politics, which can lead to a lack of cooperation and consensus at the national level,
ultimately hindering progress and development. It also can lead to Identity-based-

politics.

o Effect on International relations: Regionalism can become a hurdle in international
diplomacy, as seen in issues such as Tamil Nadu's concerns with Sri Lanka and West

Bengal's dispute with Bangladesh over the sharing of Teesta River water.
|

= Mains Practise Question
Way Forward

Institutional Mechanism

Multi criteria Approach

Question :The creation of smaller states
Actual Decentralisation - 3rd o e . . o
Tier - Delhi /chandigarh | | €NhANCes administrative efficiency only when
National security priority | | ICCOMpanied by institutional
capacity-building and fiscal autonomy.”
Tech led Governance Critically examine in the Indian context.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Desi Gene Editing tool for
cheaper crop breeding

agirAm & RAV/

SYLLABUS : Prelims Science & Technology 6S 3 Biotechnology
Newspaper The Indian Express Page Number : Ol

arish Damodaran
lew Delhi, November19

IN A boost to indigenous efforts
En genome-edited (GE) crop
breeding, Indianscientists have
Eevelo}x\l what isclaimed tobe
“miniature altenative” to the
proprietary CRISPR-Cas pro-
’[ein&based technology to pre-
cisely cut
[ PAGE1 ;mdahJ (‘
1 Y tweakthe
|anchor j feakhe
plants.
The new GE technology —
for which the Indian Council of
L\gricultural Research (ICAR)
has recently been granted a pat-
ent — deploys the so-called

Kutubuddin Ali Molla, senior scientist at Central Rice Research
Institute, Cuttack and lead inventor of the new GE technology.

TnpBorTransposon-associated
proteins. These, just like the
most widely used CRISPR-as-

e ‘MINIATURE ALTERNATIVE’ TO PROPRIETARY CRISPR-CAS TECHNOLOGY
Now, desi gene editing technology to aid
cheaper, commercial GE crop breeding

e

A/

CRISPR WORKS like a pair of
‘molecular scissors’ to tweak DNA
WHILE INDIAN scientists have
used it to breed crops with
superior traits,
planting is hin:

E dered by IPrights.
Tl |
) HE NEW technol

¥

s ¥4 \ >
A

APt o 3 <

ogy will allow more
= & flexibility in

genome-edited crop breeding
without being bound by IP curbs.
AND COMPARED tothetech
abroad, the Indian tech uses
smaller proteins that can be
injected into a cell more easily.

sociated Cas9 and Casl2a pro-
teins, act as “molecular scissors”
C ON PAGE 2

1 eMolecular scissors

(b)

(c)

(d)

99, What is Cas9 protein that is often
mentioned in news?

{fa) A molecular scissors used in
targeted gene editing

A biosensor used in the accurate
detection of pathogens in patients
A gene that makes plants pest-
resistant

A herbicidal substance synthesized
in genetically modified crops

63.

1.

(a)
(b)
(e)

(d)

With reference to the Genetically
mustard
consider the following statements :

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct ?

Modified

(GM mustard) developed in India,

GM mustard has the genes of a soil
bacterium that give the plant the
property of pest-resistance to a wide

variety of pests.

GM mustard has the genes that allow
the plant cross-pollination and
hybridization.

GM mustard has been developed jointly
by the IARI and Punjab Agricultural
University.

1 and 3 only
2 only
2 and 3 only

1,2 and 3

About CRISPR/Cas9:

CRISPR, short for Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats, is a gene-

editing technology that can be used to alter the genetic sequence of a specific gene by
removing, adding, or altering sections of the DNA sequence.

It makes it possible to correct errors in the genome and turn on or off genes in cells and

organisms quickly, cheaply, and with relative ease.

How was it developed?
> Some bacteria have a similar, built-in gene editing system to the CRISPR-Cas9
system that they use to respond to invading pathogens like viruses, much like an

immune system.

Using CRISPR, the bacteria snip out parts of the virus DNA and keep a bit of it behind to
help them recognise and defend against the virus next time it attacks.

Researchers adapted this immune defense system to edit DNA.

o The CRISPR-Cas9 system consists of two key molecules that introduce a change
(mutation) into the DNA. These are:

» an enzyme called Cas9. This acts as a pair of ‘molecular scissors' that can cut the two

strands of DNA, at a specific location in the genome so that bits of DNA can then

be added or removed.

> a piece of RNA called guide RNA (gRNA). This consists of a small piece of pre-
designed RNA sequence (about 20 bases long) located within a longer RNA scaffold.
The scaffold part binds to DNA and the pre-designed sequence ‘quides’ Cas9 to the
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Desi Gene Editing tool for cheaper crop breeding |  The CRISPR-Cas techno
logiesare controlled mainly by

the Broad Institute (a partner-
ship between the Massachu-

Feature CRISPR/Cas TnpB (Transposon Protein) :

setts Institute of Technology
Size Large (~1,000+ aa) Very small (~450 aa) and Harvard University) and
Delivery Requires large vectors  Easy to package & theUS Seed‘s'cum"cr()p protec-
deliver tion chemicals giant Corteva
iscience, While Broad Insti-
IP/Patent Heavily patented Low IP barriers AgILckIee ’)? e
globally tute owns the patents fo
CRISPR-Cas12a, Corteva has a
Application Standard genome MoK gen roesion JOLNC Licencing agreerment Wit

editing editing o

the former to offer acoess to
CRISPR-Cas9 technology for
agricultural applications,
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PM to attend G20 Summitin
South Africa tomorrow
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Expected to
meetJapanese
counterpart
Sanae Takaichi

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, November 19

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modiwill bevisiting Johannes-
burg, South Africa, on Novem-
ber21-23toattend the20th G20
Leaders’ Summit, the Ministry
of External Affairs announced g

on Wednesday. I

This will be the fourth con-

US PRESIDENT TRUMP TO SKIP LEADERS’ SUMMIT

PM to attend G20 Summit
in South Africa tomorrow

iiment of PM-Kisa

j‘;"—"'::“"“- o 3-

secutive G20 Summit being

had hosted thesummitin2023,
followed by Brazil in 2024. In-

held in the Global South. India ~ PM Narendra Modi along with TN Governor R N Raviin Coimbatore on Wednesday. ani

menanneseanesmn. M Odi savs Bihar wind has arrived

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will be visiting Johannes-
burg, South Africa, on Novem
ber21-23 toattend the 20th G20
Leaders’ Summit, the Ministry
of External Affairs announced
on Wednesday.

This will be the fourth con

{ Br
donesia had hosted the summit
in2022. At the Summit, “Prime
Minister will put forth India’s
perspectives on the G20
agenda. The Prime Minister is
expected to speak in all the
‘three sessions” of the Summit,”
the MEA statement said.

On the margins of the Sum
mit, the PM is expected to hold
bilateral meetings with some
leaders, besides participatingin
the India-Brazil-South Africa
(IBSA) Leaders’ Meeting

Among the leaders he is ex
pected to meet are Japan's new
PM Sanae Takaichi, who as
sumed office last month. The
two leaders have spoken over
the phone.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar had flagged the cor
relation between international
peace and global development
in his address at the G20 For
eign Ministers’ Meeting in New
York in September this year.

USPresident Donald Trump

will skip the G20 leaders sum-
mit, the first such absence by an

PM to attend G20 Summit in South Africa tomorrow

e Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - One
Earth, One Family, One Future
e Global Biofuel Alliance

o  Boost Biofuel demand
o Tech Transfer
o Global Collab
¢ India - Middle East - Europe Economic
Corridor
o Counter OBOR
o East - North Corridors
o Partnership for Global
Infrastructure & Investment
e African Union membership

e New Delhi Declaration

India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC)

TORKIYE

Haifa
ISRAEL

Riyadh

Jebel Ali

Al Ghuwalfat
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: G20: Issues & Interests
Basics
Issues
e 1999 - Informal Group e No permanent secretariat
e 2007 - upgraded to HoS e East-west divide
e e Shared interests missing
level e Declining faith in globalisation
e Presidency e China
e Troika

e Sherpas and Finance track
India’s Interests

¢ ObjeCtiveS - pO”Cy e East-west bridge - SCO, quad

Coordinqtion, financial e Global south leader - developing
countries issues

regulation (Tax, BEPS)

e Climate change - finance

e Money laundering & terror finance
e Rules based global order

e Showcase & Project India

What is the G207?

The Group of 20 is made up of 19 of the world's biggest economies, as well as the
European Union. It formed in 1999 to discuss policy matters and financial stability.

SN . .
200 * x 3

ARGENTINA AUSTRALIA BRAZIL CANADA CHINA FRANCE
— i I I @ l$l
GERMANY INDIA INDONESIA ITALY JAPAN MEXICO

553N > — '.‘ C* S L
- — - bt 1 S

RUSSIA SAUDI SOUTH SOUTH TURKEY
ARABIA AFRICA KOREA

UK
These countries =
account for
o us EU
o of the world's
population is from

of global GDP these countries
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Asiatic Society of Mumbai
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thelife

€

AMRITA SHAH

The chairs have
brokenarms.
The bathrooms
are barely
usable. But
thereisarare
freedom within
these walls: A
freedomto
pursue any line
of thought, any
idea. Tolet
one’s mind
wander
wherever it
seeks togoand
to immerse
itself as deeply
as itmust

of the mind

Its outcome is yet to be seen.
But this brief moment offersarare
tunity to consider the significar
221y irution.

ciety at the be,
taring William J >
ngal. Jones. a Sanskrit scholar and
is considered to be t
her of Orfental studies. Mumbai's
aticSociety similarly aimed at prc
useful knowledge. particularly
nected with India.

Bringing the collectios
nd Literary Lit
d Anthropolo;
under its ambit
Royal Society s\i(-n..ull ritain and Ireland
as its Bombay Branch in 1826, the So
emerged potent force
dians were admitted as members by 1841
Membersh s, asthe / \w
. consisted ¢
“administrators, jurists, educationi
many of whom were also scholars, iy

Be

s of the Me

ablic life
reform

ling
ssues of soc

ntinuity be-
ristory of the
in contem-
f colonial

cie

slitics. The ql_du S ¢

e suggestio:
. reformist inclinations and anti-
colonialism among members of its béte
noire, the Congress_ The | es of colo-
ism are m deand diverse. The Asi-
atic Society is one of them. Urban expan-
sion and decentralisation have robbed the
historic downtown precinct of its status
the city’s main socio-cultural hub.

There are other reasons for the So-
nalisation. The reimagink
a city of Bollywood
towards the end of th

In Mumbai, a corner for

caused a widespread dumbing down. or
. nt of
s Mumbai’s

ity is evi-
pmu:h

Mumbaikars
s a stop on her
dramaric backdrop for seifies. film shoot-
ings and the 1 music concert.
But past the iconic flight of steps 2
Dorice xast the silent users of the
entral Library, runs a rich ve
sing with life. I do not refer here tothe
: quotid-

rce of current norms. the ty
mmerce, the reduction of kr

sly roam the
£ a hundred thous:
for requisitioned
s. Conversations tak
>verlooked by m

nd Indian

rid
nd books t
titles by
e place on
rble

search into India’s maritime history and
onomic policy.
e imposing Dur

metimes spar
listens to scholars pr
work. Communities form over s

sent their

terests. The chairst 2 brol narms. The
rely usa But thereis
freedom within these walls: A free-

dom 1o pursue any lin
idex
it seeksto go and immerse itseif as deeply
must_To seek knowledge for its own
sake. This. oo, is wealth.

New York has the New York Public L.
brary. London has the British Library.
Great cities make room for a life of th
mind. Mumbai needs to do more to
cherish its asset.

of though

hah is & writer, journ

and independent scholsr

I SOCIETY:
THE RSIAT A

Key Artefacts & Treasures of the Asiatic
Society

e Original Italian manuscript of Dante’s
Divine Comedy

e 16th-century Sanskrit manuscript -
Aranyaka Parvan (MB)
e Sopara Relics

o Include several ancient artefacts;

o  Notably believed to contain
fragments of the Buddha's
begging bowl.

e Scholarly Monument: History of
Dharmasastra

o Multi-volume masterpiece
authored by Bharat Ratna
Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. P. V.
Kane;

o  Result of 50 years of research
conducted in the Society’s library.
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SC Strikes down Tribunal
Reforms Act

SC strikes down provisions of Tribunal
Reforms Act, tells govt. to set up panel

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday struck down
provisions of the Tribunal
Reforms Act of 2021, a law
designed to alter the tribu-
nal system and give the Un-
ion government a domi-
nant role in appointments
and functioning, and even
fixing the salaries of chair-
persons and members.
“When Parliament de-
signs or alters the tribunal
system, it must do so in a
manner consistent with
the constitutional require-
ments of independence,
impartiality, and effective
adjudication. A law that
undermines these founda-

When Parliament designs or alters
the tribunal system, it must do so in

amanner consistent with the constitutional

requirements of independence, impartiality, and
effective adjudication
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA B.R. GAVAI

tional values, such as by
enabling executive control
over appointments, cur-
tailing tenure arbitrarily, or
weakening institutional au-
tonomy, does not merely
offend an ‘abstract princi-
ple’, it strikes at the core of
the constitutional arrange-

Constitutional

Background - Article 50 -

The State shall take steps to
separate the judiciary from the
executive in the public services
of the State

ment,” Chief Justice of In-
dia B.R. Gavai, heading a
two-judge Bench compris-
ing Justice K. Vinod Chan-
dran, observed.

The Bench directed the
Centre to establish the Na-
tional Tribunal Commis-
sion in four months. It held

that the commission was
sorely needed as an “es-
sential structural safe-
guard” to ensure indepen-
dence, transparency, and
uniformity in the function-
ing, appointment proce-
dure, and administration
of tribunals.

The Chief Justice termed
the 2021 law a “repackaged
version” of the Tribunal
Reforms  (Rationalisation
and Conditions of Service)
Ordinance. The law was
enacted just days after the
ordinance was struck
down by the Supreme
Court in a July 2021
judgment.

CONTINUY
» PAGE 10|

\What are the constitutional and legal
provisions pertaining to Tribunals in India?

o The original Constitution did not contain provisions with respect to tribunals.
The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added a new Part XIV-A to the Constitution. This part
i titled ‘Tribunals' and consists of only two Articles-
+ Article 323A dealing with administrative tribunals and

 Article 3238 dealing with tribunals for other matters.

Provision

Description

Article 323A

Empowers the Parliament to provide for the establishment of
administrative tribunals for the adjudication of disputes relating to
recruitment and conditions of service of persons appointed to public
services of the Centre, the states, local bodies, public corporations, and
other public authorities.

Article 3238

Empowers the Parliament and state legislatures to set up tribunals for
various matters fike Industrial and labour, Foreign exchange, import
and export, Land reforms, Food, The ceiling on urban property,
Elections to Parliament and state legislatures, Rent and tenancy rights,
etc.

VaJiRAM & RAV]
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Key Provisions:
1. Rationalisation - 8 -> HC
2. Appointment process -SSC
3. Tenure-50/4/67
4. Removal

o Court Direction - Establish the National Tribunal
Commission in four months.

A Long-Runnlng Power Struggle Over ¢ To function as an “essential structural safeguard”
Tribunals in judicial independence
e Ensure independence, transparency, and
+ The tussle between the Centre and the Supreme Court over control of tribunals began uniformity in the functioning, appointment
with the Finance Act of 2017, which gave the goverment the power to make rules for procedure, and administration of tribunals.
- e Tribunilasition
Trivialisation

o However, in 2019, the Supreme Court's Rojer Mathew judgment struck down these rules, Vacancies. Infrastructure

saying they weakened judicial independence.

The 2020 Rules and Supreme Court’s Recommendations

o When the Centre issued new tribunal rules in 2020, they were again challenged by the
Madras Bar Association (MBA).

s The Supreme Court suggested key changes — including a five-year tenure for tribunal
members — to protect independence and attract qualified professionals.

The 2021 Ordinance and Court's Rejection

o In April 2021, the Centre passed an ordinance setting a four-year tenure and a minimum

age of 50 years for tribunal appointments.

o By July 2021, the Supreme Court struck down these provisions as “arbitrary" and against
the principle of separation of powers.
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VAJRAM & RAVI

2025

Declared extinct decades 280, atiger

Ritu Sharma
Ahmedabad, November19

DECADESAFTER thetigerwas

declaredextinctinthestate, Gu- |

jarathas now seenthe return of
onethatwasfirstspotted nearly
ninemonths ago in Dahod dis-
trict’s Ratanmahal Wildlife
Sanctuary, which borders Jha-
bua and Kathiwada regions of
Madhya Pradesh that are both

known for tiger population. §

Withthis, Gujarat hasbecomea

state with a presence of three  §

outoffourbigcats— lions,tiger
andleopard —andison course
toaddthe fourth, cheetah, offi-
cialssaid Wednesday.

Asthe ‘Project Cheetah'is
underway, the state is prepar-
ingBanniGrasslandsinKutch-
Asia'slargest grasslandstohost
acheetah breedingand conser-
vation centre. A 600-hectare
enclosure s being developed,
jointly funded by the Centre
and the Gujarat government,

Government officials said
thetiger hasmarked territoryin
Gujarat-first since the 1980s.
“There was once a large pres-

enceoftigersin Gujarat, but over

returns to new home —inGujaratforest

footprints were noticed. Since
these footprints are larger than
thoseofaleopard,ananalysisof
pictures taken by the trap cam-

A erainstalledintheareawascon-

Big catseenin Dahod's Ratanmahal Wildlife Sanctuary; areaunder
constant monitoring since tiger's presence noticed 9 months ago

time, the tiger species became
extinet in the state. However, it
isamatterofjoyforusasthetiger
hasmade Gujarat itsnewhome.
We haveinformed the National
Tiger Conservation Authority,”
ister for Forests and Environ-
ment, told Thelndian Express.

Images of the tiger that is
now in Gujarat was first cap-

turedinthetrap camerasof the
forest department on February
23thisyear. In May, The Indian
Express reported a tiger was
spotted in the Ratanmahal
Wildlife Sanctuary.
“Inthemomningof February
232025, the forest staff of Pipal-
gotaRound, Kangeta Rangeob-

served the movement of wild

animals Duringpatrolling large

ducted. On February22, around
240am, apicture of atiger was
captured. Hence, the large foot-
printsseen laterinthe morning
were confirmed tobe those of a

| tiger” Minister Arun Modhwar

diasaid. Eversincethe presence

= ofthetiger was recorded, the

area s being monitored to en-

{  sure water availability, security,

fire prevention and necessary
steps — like availability of prey
~havealsobeentaken.

“The number of camera
trapshasalsobeenincreasedin
the area. There is presence of
wild boars, nilgaiand monkeys
in the area and if necessary,
predatory animals are avail-
able... Apart from this, sambar
and cheetal are released here
during the monsoon. Pictures
confirming the presence of the
tigerare being captured inthe
trapcamera. [tsmovement was
underoursurvellance. Thevis-
uals and monitoring confirms
thatthetigeris healthy,"hesaid.

Decoc

The upper limit of the tige

Big cat r
the country

2,967 3,682 |

2018 2022

States with hlghest tlg’
Daois @202

Madhya Pradesh

—

Jim mmm

Utmkhqd
=

Sunderhan,

West Bengal | [1[1]

@ Reserves with ..
highest tiger » -
population

Dampa, Mizoram, Kamlang, Arunachal
Pradesh, Kawal, Telangana, Satkosia, Odisha,
Sahyadri, Maharashtra

Other Protected
areas of Gujarat

Gujarat

Vansda National Park 1979
Blackbuck (Velavadar) National Park 1976
Gir National Park 1975
Marine (Gulf of Kachchh) National Park | 1982
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9. Consider the following pairs :

1. Dampa Tiger : Mizoram

Reserve
2. Gumti Wildlife : Sikkim UPSC PRELIMS PYQ 2020

Sanctuary Q. Among the following Tiger
3. Saramati Peak : Nagaland Reserves, which one has the
Which of the above pairs is/are IqrgeSt orgc under “Critical
correctly matched? Tiger Habitat"?
(@) 1 only a) Corbett
i Smd 8wty | b) Ranthambore

c) Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam

(9 .3 By d) Sundarbans
f{d) 1, 2 and 3
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Ql. Consider the following statements: Select the correct answer using the codes

1.  The Dhar Commission recommended given below.
language as the primary ground for the a) land2only
reorganisation of states. b) 2and3only

2. The JVP Committee rejected language as | c¢) 1,2 and 3 only
the sole criterion for the reorganisation of | d) 3 and 4 only
states. Answer:c

3. The States Reorganisation Commission
favoured administrative convenience as | Q4. With reference to the constitutional
the sole ground for state reorganisation. | provisions relating to Tribunals in Indiq,

How many of the statements given above consider the following statements:
is/are correct? 1. They authorise both Parliament and
a) Only One State Legislatures to create tribunals for
b)  Only Two service and recruitment matters in
c) AllThree public services.
d) None 2. They empower the Parliament as well as
Answer: a the State Legislatures to establish
tribunals for matters related to industrial
Q2. Regarding the CRISPR/Cas9 gene-editing and labour disputes.
system, consider the following statements: Which of the statements given above is/are
1. It uses an enzyme that acts like correct?
molecular scissors to cut DNA at specific a) lonly
locations, allowing sections of DNA to be b) 2only
added or removed. c) Bothland?2
2. The guide RNA (gRNA) is a naturally d) Neitherlnor2

occurring RNA in human cells that directs | Answer: b
Cas9 to the target DNA sequence.

Which of the statements given above is/are Q 5. With reference to the Tiger census of 2022,
correct? consider the following statements

a) lonly 1. Madhya Pradesh has the highest

b) 2only number of tigers among all Indian

c) Bothland2 states.

d) Neither1nor 2 2. Corbett Tiger Reserve has the highest
Answer: a number of tigers among all tiger

reserves in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are

Q3. Which of the following countries are NOT correct?

members of the G20? a) lonly
1. Spain b) 2only
2. Switzerland c) Bothland?2
3. Nigeria d) Neither1nor2
4. Argentina Answer: c

<y
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