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CONTEXT: A three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, in a majority judgment, re- 
called its May 16 verdict declaring the Centre’s grant of ex post facto or retrospective 
environmental clearances (ECs) to building projects and constructions a “gross 
illegality”
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Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
� UNEP Definition: A process to identify, 

predict, and evaluate the environmental 
consequences of proposed development 
actions.

Indian Context:
� A statutory process under the 

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
� Operationalised via the EIA Notification 

1994,
� Updated significantly by EIA Notification 

2006

� Post-facto Environmental Clearance 
allowed

•Legalises projects that have already started 
construction/operations without prior EC.

•Creates a procedure for granting EC after 
violations occur.

� Reduced Public Consultation Period
•Notice period cut from 30 days to 20 days.
•Shortened overall time for public hearings.

� Major Exemptions from Public Scrutiny
•Strategic projects
•Inland waterways
•Certain building/construction 
projects

� Digitalisation of Process
•Online submission of applications, 
monitoring reports, and clearances.

•Aimed at ease of doing business and 
process efficiency.

� Restricted Violation Reporting
•Only government authorities and project 
proponents can report violations.

•Citizens, CSOs, and local communities 
removed from reporting mechanism.

1. Weak Public Participation
2. Poor Quality of EIA Reports
3. Conflict of Interest
4. Delayed Clearances & Bureaucratic 

Bottlenecks
5. Weak Post-Clearance Monitoring
6. Inadequate Cumulative Impact 

Assessment
7. Political & Economic Pressures
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Case Study: Vizag LG Polymers Gas 
Leak (2020)

Background
• Styrene gas leak at LG Polymers plant, 

Visakhapatnam.
• 12 deaths, more than 1000 hospitalized.

EIA-Related Issues
• Plant operated without a valid 

Environmental Clearance for years.
• Retrospective clearance was sought 

(violating core principles of EIA).
• NGT held company accountable; 

imposed penalty of ₹50 crore.

•Independent EIA Regulator 

•Universal & Sector-Wide Assessments 

•Stronger Public Participation

•Reform Expert Committees

•Robust Monitoring & Penalties

•Citizen Access & Accountability

•Capacity Building & Transparency

Way Forward 

Mains Practice Question
Q. How does the draft Environment Impact 
Assessment [EIA] Notification,2020 Differ 
from the existing EIA Notification, 2006? (150 
Word, 10 Marks) – CSE 2020

Q. Discuss the significance of EIA in the 
Indian context, outline the major challenges 
in its implementation, and suggest a robust 
way forward to strengthen the EIA 
framework. (15 marks / 250 words)
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Evolution / History
� The Shanghai Five (1996) 
• China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

and Tajikistan. 
� Formally established (2001) 
• Uzbekistan

� Newer members
• India and Pakistan (2017). 
• Iran (2023). 
• Belarus (2024). 
� Dialogue partners – Afghanistan & 

Mangolia

Goals / Objectives of the SCO
• Strengthen mutual trust, friendship 

among member states. 
• Promote effective cooperation (Political, 

Trade and economic Scientific and 
technical, Cultural development, 
Education, energy, transport, tourism, 
environment, and other areas.)

• Fight the “three evils”: terrorism, 
separatism, and extremism, especially 
through security cooperation.

• Advocate a fair global order, 
multipolarity, and balanced international 
governance. 

Types of Terrorism 
I. Ethno-nationalist terrorism
II. Religious terrorism
III. State-sponsored terrorism 
IV. Ideology-based terrorism
V. Bioterrorism
VI. Narcoterrorism 
VII. Cyberterrorism 

Impact
1. Human cost 
2. Economic Cost
3. Political & Social Cost 
4. International Relations 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 

Terrorism – Definition and form
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1. Geopolitical & External factors
2. Proximity to conflict zones
3. Internal Socio-Political Factors
4. Radicalisation & Communal 

polarisation 
5. Economic and Developmental Gaps
6. Technological and Operational Factors
7. Hybridisation – Terror crime nexus 

Section 113 of Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita, 2023 
Any act with the intent to threaten or 
likely to threaten the unity, integrity, 
sovereignty, security, or economic 
security of India or with the intent to 
strike terror or likely to strike terror in 
the people or any section of the 
people in India or any foreign country

Factors Behind Persistence 

Government Initiatives 
Category Measures Taken

1. Legal Measures

UAPA, 1967 (Amended 
2019): Empowers 
designation of individuals 
as terrorists; property 
attachment; stronger 
prosecution.

2. Investigative 
Institutions

National Investigation 
Agency (NIA): Central 
agency for terror-related 
cases; improves 
coordination across 
states.

3. Intelligence 
Strengthening

NATGRID: Integrated 
intelligence database for 
real-time access to terror, 
crime, and economic 
data.

4. Specialised 
Policing Units

Anti-Terrorism Squads 
(ATS): Special units in 
state police forces for 
rapid response & 
investigation.

5. Internal 
Security 
Measures

Strengthened CAPF 
deployment, arrest of 
overground workers, 
seizure of properties, 
intensified search 
operations.

A call against Terrorism at 
SCO
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Way Forward 

Dimension Key Measures

Strengthen Intelligence & 
Coordination

• Enhanced IB–NTRO–State ATS coordination. 
• Standardised inter-agency SOPs & predictive analytics.

Modernise Security Forces & 
Surveillance

• AI-enabled surveillance, facial recognition, biometrics. 
• Specialised intervention units with rapid mobility. 

Disrupt Terror Financing 
Networks • Target drug trade, illegal mining, hawala routes. 

Counter-Radicalisation & Build 
Community Resilience

• De-radicalisation & rehabilitation programmes. 
• Community policing and local partnership models.
• Digital counter-narratives to curb online recruitment.

Development-Led Stabilisation 
in Vulnerable Areas

• Targeted development in LWE/Northeast/J&K regions. 
• Jobs, land rights, basic services, grievance redressal. 
• Strong state presence to reduce recruitment pools.

Strengthen International 
Cooperation & Diplomacy

• Enhanced intelligence sharing & joint operations. 
• Extradition, sanctions, pressure on sponsors. 

Mains Practice Question
Q. Analyse the complexity and intensity of 
terrorism, its causes, linkages, and obnoxious 
nexus. Also suggest measures required to be 
taken to eradicate the menace of terrorism. (15 
Marks/ 250 words) – CSE 2021

Q. Terrorism continues to pose a major internal 
security challenge for India. Analyse the 
persistent factors driving terrorism and suggest 
a strategy to counter it. (15 marks / 250 words)
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Species Overview
• Scientific name: Dugong dugon
• Strictly herbivorous marine mammal
• Often called “Sea Cow” due to grazing 

behaviour.

IUCN Status & Legal Protection
• IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
• Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 (India): 

Schedule I (highest protection)

Reproduction of Dugong 
• Individuals reach reproductive maturity 

after only nine or ten years and can give 
birth at intervals of around three to five 
years

Distribution in India
• Gulf of Mannar & Palk Bay (Tamil Nadu) – 

largest population in India
• Andaman & Nicobar Islands
• Gulf of Kachchh (Gujarat) – small, 

isolated population

Conservation Efforts in India
• Dugong Conservation Reserve (2022) – 

Tamil Nadu (Palk Bay).
• Seagrass restoration initiatives in Gulf of 

Mannar.
• “Dugong Recovery Programme” by 

MoEFCC & Wildlife Institute of India.
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Union Finance Commission (UFC) – 
Art 280 
Objectives / Functions
• Recommend vertical devolution of taxes 

between Union & States.
• Recommend horizontal distribution 

among States.
• Suggest principles for grants-in-aid to 

States (Art. 275).
• Recommend measures to strengthen 

local body finances (Art. 280(3)(bb), (c)).

Composition
• Chairperson + 4 Members (as per 

Finance Commission Act, 1951).
• Qualifications prescribed in the Act 

(experience in public affairs, finance, 
administration, etc.).

• Dr Arvind Panagariya, and its members 
include Annie George Mathew, Manoj 
Panda, T rabi shankar and Soumya Kanti 
Ghosh (part-time).

Report Submission
• Submits report to the President, who lays 

it before Parliament

State Finance Commission (SFC)
Constitutional Article
Article 243-I – Panchayats.
Article 243-Y – Municipalities.
Objectives / Functions
• Recommend devolution of tax revenues, 

fees, and grants to Panchayats & 
Municipalities.

• Recommend measures for improving 
financial position of local bodies.

• Suggest principles for distributing State’s 
own revenues among different tiers of 
local government.

Report Submission
Submitted to the Governor, who must lay it 
before the State Legislature

SYLLABUS: GS - 2: Devolution of Powers and Finances up to Local Levels and 
Challenges Therein.; 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number: 08



SYLLABUS: GS - 3: Public Distribution System
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number: 11

Centre rolls out initiatives 
to improve PDS operations

The 
Analyst 
Handout

19th November, 2025

ASHA (Anna Sahayata Holistic AI Solution)
• AI-based multilingual feedback 

platform for PDS beneficiaries.
• Uses AI-enabled calls to collect inputs 

on:
• Full entitlement received
• Quality of foodgrains
• Issues at Fair Price Shops

• Cost-effective: Operates at ₹5 lakh, far 
cheaper than maintaining call centres.

• Tech features: Multilingual translation, 
Sentiment analysis, Automated 
grievance categorisation, Real-time 
dashboards for administrators

• Coverage: Reaches 20 lakh beneficiaries 
monthly.

Bhandaran 360 
• New Enterprise Resource Planning system 

for Central Warehousing Corporation.
• Integrates 41 modules covering: HR, 

finance, marketing, Warehouse 
management, Contract & project 
management, Other core administrative 
functions

Smart EXIM Warehouse System
• New digital system for container freight 

stations and general warehouses.
• Aims to streamline export–import 

warehousing processes.

ANNA DARPAN Platform
• New microservices-based platform 

replacing the older Depot Online System.
• Integrates full supply chain functions:
• Procurement
• Storage & movement
• Sales
• Quality checks
• Labour & contract management
• Acts as a single unified source of truth for 

both FCI and Department of Food & 
Public Distribution (DFPD).
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• A global alliance proposed 
and launched by India 
(2023) to protect and 
conserve 7 major big cat 
species.

• Objective
• Promote collaborative 

conservation, 
capacity-building, research, 
habitat protection, and 
anti-poaching measures for 
big cats worldwide.

• Headquarters - New Delhi, 
India.

Membership
• Open to all 97 range countries of the seven big cat 

species;
• Also open to non-range countries, international 

organisations, and institutions.

Funding Mechanism
• India pledged USD 100 million for 5 years to support 

the alliance;
• Will seek additional contributions from member 

countries, NGOs, and conservation bodies.
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• A supersonic cruise missile jointly developed 
by India and Russia.
• Name derived from Brahmaputra (India) + 
Moskva (Russia).
• Speed: Mach 2.8–3.0 
• Range: Initially 290 km; extended to 450 km 
and 800 km (variants now tested).

• Can be launched from land, sea (ships and 
submarines), and air (fighter jets).
Propulsion
• Solid-fuel booster (first stage)
• Liquid-fuel ramjet (second stage)

• Developer Agencies - BrahMos Aerospace 
Pvt. Ltd. (Joint venture: DRDO & NPOM, Russia).

• Future versions include BrahMos-NG (lighter, 
faster) and BrahMos-II (hypersonic under 
development).
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Q1. Regarding Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. EIA in India is carried out under the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

2. Public hearings are mandatory for all 
categories of projects under the EIA 
Notification, 2006.

3. The Expert Appraisal Committee does the 
appraisal of Category A projects at the 
central level.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1, 2 and 3
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 only

Answer: b

Q2. Regarding the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO), consider the following 
statements:

1. It was originally formed as the “Shanghai 
Five” before expanding into the SCO.

2. All SCO decisions are made by a majority 
vote among member states.

3. India and Pakistan became full members 
of the SCO at the same time.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q3. Regarding dugongs,  consider the following 
statements: 

1. In India, its largest population is found in 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

2. Dugongs reach reproductive maturity late, 
around nine to ten years, with long calving 
intervals.

3. The Dugong Conservation Reserve was 
established in the Gulf of Kachchh in 2022.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements:
1. The Union Finance Commission 

recommends both vertical and horizontal 
distribution of the net proceeds of Union 
taxes.

2. The Union Finance Commission submits its 
report to the President, while the State 
Finance Commission submits its report to 
the Governor.

3. The State Finance Commission is 
constituted under Articles 243-I and 243-Y.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q5. Regarding recent digital initiatives in India’s 
food and warehousing ecosystem, consider the 
following statements:

1. ASHA uses AI-driven, multilingual 
call-based feedback to assess PDS service 
quality at scale.

2. Bhandaran 360 is a new ERP for the Central 
Warehousing Corporation.

3. ANNA DARPAN is designed exclusively for 
export–import warehousing operations.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 2 only

Answer: b




