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It’s time for Maoists to lay down 
arms
Maoism – The Ideology
● Mao Zedong - Chinese 

Communist Revolution
● Evolved from 

Marxism–Leninism; emphasised 
agrarian peasant-led 
revolution

Core Features:
● Class Struggle
● Protracted People’s War
● Armed Struggle
● Rejection of Parliamentary 

Democracy

In India:
● Maoist insurgency - Naxalite 

Movement - Left-Wing 
Extremism 

● Believe in overthrowing the 
Indian state - "people’s 
government"

● CPI (Maoist), 2004 - PWG & 
MCC

● Active in parts of Central and 
Eastern India

What is CPI(M) then?
● Split from CPI in 1964 - 

Ideological Differences
● Registered Political Party - RPA
● Ideology: Marxism–Leninism - 

Parliamentary Democracy
● CPI (Maoist) - UAPA

Reasons for the Rise of Naxal 
Movement in India

● Historical and Structural 
Factors: Colonial legacy, 
Unfinished land reforms after 
independence, Alienation of 
tribal communities

● Socio-Economic Inequalities: Poverty and 
deprivation in tribal belts, Inequitable 
development, Exploitation by landlords and 
contractors

● Governance Deficit: Weak presence of the 
state in remote areas, Corruption and failure 
in delivery of welfare schemes, Human 
rights abuses by local elites or security 
forces

● Political Factors: Factionalism within Left 
parties, Perceived state repression

● Immediate Triggers: Naxalbari uprising 
(1967), Spread to other regions

From Corridor to Pockets: The Decline of Naxal 
Movement

● Organisational Decline: Central Committee, 
Politburo, Cadre 

● Recent security operations & outcomes: 
Killed, Surrendered, Senior Leaders Killed

● Waning influence in different Geographies: 
once a declared ‘Liberated Zone’
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Why the Maoist movement weakened?

● Leadership Vacuum and Ageing Cadre: 
Ethnic Divide

● Tribal Disillusionment: Locals initially - 
inspired by cultural propaganda, Salwa 
Judum (2005-07) - alienated local 
communities

● Strategic & Ideological Weakness: 
Political Mobilisation - Educated Youths

● Security operations modernised - 
CoBRA, DRG

● Decapitation operations & targeted 
strikes

● Mass Surrenders and Arrests
● Successful civil society–led democratic 

movements

How to Sustain Security Gains: The Way 
Forward

● Sustain Tactical & Security Gains
● Robust Rehabilitation & Reintegration 

Schemes
● Local Governance & Development
● Trust with Tribal Communities
● Political Engagement & Grievance 

Redressal
● Prevent Ideological Vacuum
● Deradicalisation

Mains Practise Question

The Maoist movement in India which 
was a result of many factors, is now in 
decline. Analyse the reasons for this 
decline and suggest measures to 
permanently end left-wing extremism.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Tragic Hospital Fires
● Major Public Safety Concern
● Recent Major Fire Accidents

- City Hospital, Dindigul
- Rajkot & Ahmedabad COVID-19 

Hospital Fire - 2020
- Delhi - Vivek Vihar - June, 2024
- Maharani Laxmi Bai Medical 

College and Hospital, Jhansi - 
Nov, 2024

Common Causes of Hospital Fire Accidents

● Electrical Short Circuits - Overloaded 
circuits; Poor maintenance

● Lack of Fire Safety Equipments - 
Absence of fire extinguishers, smoke 
detectors;  Non-functional 
equipments

● Flammable Materials - Improper 
storage of inflammable items

● Building Code Violations - 
Non-compliance with FSS; Lack of fire 
exits or blocked routes

● Human Negligence - Lack of training 
- fire safety protocols; Delayed 
response to alarms

● Overcrowding - Limited infrastructure 
capacity - Overcrowded ICUs and 
wards

Regulatory Framework for Fire Safety in 
Hospitals

● NBC, 2016 - Provides detailed 
guidelines for fire prevention and 
safety measures

● State Fire Safety Norms - Fire NOC - 
local fire departments; Annual Audits

● The Indian Electricity Act, 2003 - 
Emphasizes safe installation and 
maintenance

● The Environment Protection Act, 1986 
-  hazardous material management 

● Clinical Establishments (Registration 
and Regulation) Act, 2010 - Ensures 
Compliance

Way Forward
● Strict Compliance with Fire Safety 

Norms - NBC & State FS Guidelines
● Regular Fire Audits - Third Party; 

Independent
● Staff Training - Fire Drills
● Fireproof Design - non-flammable 

materials; Proper Ventilation
● Electrical System Upgrades - Regular 

maintenance; MCBs
● Dedicated Fire Safety Teams - 

:specialized personnel - Fire Hazards
● Technology Integration - AFDs, 

Suppression Systems
● Patient Safety Measures - Prioritize ICU 

and immobile patients
● Public-Private Collaboration - 

Upgradation of Infra
● Policy Reforms - Stricter penalties for 

non-compliance; Incentives for hospitals
Mains Practise Question
Examine the underlying causes of 
increasing incidence of fire accidents in 
hospitals across India. Suggest 
measures to improve fire safety 
standards in healthcare facilities. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Atmanirbharta as India’s Enduring Philosophy

● Self-reliance in India is not merely -  economic programme but a 
civilisational idea — drawing strength from within to face global challenges.

● Atmanirbharta has been given a renewed push, turning ambitious visions 
into tangible achievements in areas like food security, digital 
transformation, vaccine development, and defence.

Historical Lessons of Self-Reliance

● 1960s – Food security: Green Revolution helped India overcome 
drought-driven shortages.

● 1990s – IT & digital transformation: Early reforms and human capital 
created a global IT powerhouse.

● COVID-19 pandemic: Rapid development of indigenous vaccines 
showcased scientific & manufacturing self-reliance.

● Present: A similar push is visible in defence indigenisation.

Key takeaway: In 
crises, India has 
historically 
converted 
challenges into 
capabilities by 
relying on its own 
strengths.

Need for Financial 
Self-Reliance

● Since 2000, India 
has received over 
$1 trillion in gross 
FDI.

● However, global 
headwinds:
○ Global 

investment 
flows 
declined 
>11% (2024).

○ Internationa
l project 
finance 
deals fell 
27%.

○ Foreign 
Portfolio 
Investment
s (FPIs) are 
volatile and 
subject to 
global 
market 
swings.
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● With de-globalisation and rising capital costs 
abroad, India must mobilise domestic resources 
to finance its growth.

Core idea: “Bharat must fund Bharat.”

India’s Gold Paradox – A Hidden Domestic Resource

● Indian households hold ~25,000 tonnes of gold 
(≈ $2.4 trillion, >55% of India’s GDP in FY26 
terms).

● Yet, India imports about 87% of its gold demand, 
contributing to ~8% of the import bill.

● Gold imports historically worsened the trade 
deficit (2010-13: ~⅓ of deficit).

Gold is thus both a challenge (import 
dependence) and an opportunity (untapped 
domestic capital).

Mobilising Domestic Gold – The Way Forward

(a) Past Gaps - Previous Gold Monetisation Schemes 
(GMS) had low uptake due to weak infrastructure, 
limited outreach, and lack of depositor trust.

(b) Learning from Global Best Practices

● Successful models abroad:

○ Robust assaying & hallmarking 
infrastructure.

○ Innovative gold savings products.
○ Digital platforms enabling easy deposits & 

withdrawals.

(c) Key Essentials for a Revitalised Scheme

1. Infrastructure:
○ Expand BIS-registered assaying & 

hallmarking centres.
○ Tackle unbranded gold with uncertain 

purity that limits recycling.
2. Logistics:

○ Banks manage finances, while certified 
centres ensure secure and transparent 
gold handling.
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3. Digitalisation:
○ Depositors should track their “metal 

balance” as easily as a bank balance.
4. Trust-Building Measures:

○ Remove frictions such as GST and 
customs scrutiny on deposits.

○ Ensure “no-questions-asked” 
simplicity and transparent returns to 
depositors.

Economic logic: Mobilised gold can provide funds 
at 4.5-6.5% cost, cheaper than external 
borrowing, and reduce import-related current 
account pressure.

Moment for a New Phase of Atmanirbharta

● India has repeatedly turned crises into 
opportunities — food in the 1960s, IT in the 1990s, 
vaccines during COVID-19.

● The present challenge is to achieve financial 
Atmanirbharta by harnessing domestic wealth — 
particularly household gold.

● This is both an economic and civilisational choice 
that strengthens India’s strategic autonomy and 
growth sovereignty.
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the regulatory framework for fire 
safety in hospitals:

1. The National Building Code (NBC), 
2016, provides detailed guidelines for 
fire prevention and safety measures in 
healthcare facilities.

2. The Indian Electricity Act, 2003, deals 
exclusively with fire extinguishing 
systems in hospitals.

3. Under the Environment Protection Act, 
1986, management of hazardous 
materials is mandated to prevent fire 
hazards.

How many of the above statements is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b
Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the 2025 Nobel Prize in Physics:

1. The prize was awarded for 
demonstrating macroscopic 
quantum mechanical tunnelling and 
energy quantisation in electric 
circuits.

2. The work successfully demonstrated 
that quantum mechanical 
phenomena can occur only at atomic 
or subatomic levels.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding 
the National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF):

1. The NDRF is defined under the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005 and is used for 
immediate relief, not for long-term 
rehabilitation or mitigation.

2. Funds from the NDRF can be utilised without 
requiring parliamentary approval, as they 
are placed under the Consolidated Fund of 
India.

3. The fund is audited annually by the 
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of 
India.

How many of the above statements is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 
the India–UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA): 

1. The FTA is likely to improve access for 
Indian businesses in sectors such as textiles 
and engineering goods.

2. Bilateral trade is projected to increase 
significantly and could double by 2030.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c

Q5. Which of the following groups of locations is 
located in Afghanistan?

a) Mashhad, Shiraz, Tabriz
b) Baghdad, Mosul, Basra
c) Mazar-e-Sharif, Bagram, Chaghcharan
d) Kermanshah, Najaf, Qom

Answer: c
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