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History of ADR in India ● Arbitration Bill 2021:
 Passed to prevent 
misuse by fraudsters; 
replaced the 2020 
ordinance.

● Mediation Bill Update 
(2022):
 Parliamentary panel 
suggested major 
changes for clarity and 
effectiveness.

● ODR (Online Dispute 
Resolution):
 NITI Aayog highlights 
tech-based dispute 
resolution using ICT 
tools; mirrors ADR via 
online negotiation, 
mediation, arbitration.Types of ADR Mechanism

Arbitration

● Neutral tribunal gives a final, binding 
award.

● Less formal than court; relaxed rules; 
limited judicial role.

● No appeal (except rare cases).
● Common in commercial, international, 

and infrastructure disputes.

Conciliation

● Third party proposes solutions; parties 
may accept or reject.

● Settlement is binding only if both 
parties accept it.

● Used in employment, consumer, and 
commercial matters.

● Less formal than arbitration.

Mediation

● Facilitator helps parties 
communicate and reach 
agreement.

● Outcome is non-binding unless both 
agree.

● SC accreditation: 40 hrs training, 10 
settlements, 20 mediations.

● Common in family, business, and 
community disputes.

Negotiation

● Parties settle disputes themselves 
through discussion.

● Most basic and widely used method.
● Used in business, legal, diplomatic, 

and everyday scenarios.
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Advantages of ADR

● Confidentiality: Disputes are 
resolved in private, preserving 
sensitive information.

● Cost-Effective: Generally more 
affordable than litigation.

● Time-Saving: Flexible procedures 
reduce delays compared to court 
trials.

● Less Stressful: Informal setting lowers 
emotional and procedural stress.

● Creative & Sustainable Solutions: 
Parties can reach customised, 
win-win outcomes.

● Expert Involvement: Option to 
appoint specialised neutrals 
(arbitrators, mediators, etc.).

● Greater Control: Parties have more 
influence over process and outcome.

Challenges

● Non-binding agreements: Depend 
on parties’ voluntary compliance

● Loose evidence rules: Decisions may 
rely on incomplete info

● Power imbalance: Dominant party 
may skew results

● Complex legal issues: Unsuitable for 
detailed judicial interpretation

● No precedent: Outcomes don’t guide 
future cases

● Limited appeals: Arbitration 
decisions mostly final

● Rising costs: Skilled neutrals can be 
expensive

● Cross-border enforcement: Depends 
on international treaties
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Question : What are the different 
types of Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) mechanisms? 
Discuss their benefits and the 
challenges associated with their 
implementation in India. 
(10 Marks, 150 words)

The Path Ahead

● Reforms suggested for ADR in Three 
Year Action Agenda 2017-18 to 
2019-2020- NITI Aayog
○ Judicial Performance Index: 

Track and improve District and 
subordinate court 
performance; aid High Courts 
and Chief Justices in reducing 
delays.

○ Separate Administrative 
Cadre: Create 
judiciary-specific 
administration reporting to 
Chief Justice to ensure judicial 
independence and efficient 
management.

○ Boost ICT Use: Prioritize court 
automation, electronic case & 
schedule management, and 
migrate all courts to unified 
national court software.

○ Streamline Judicial 
Appointments: Use real-time 
online judicial statistics to 
assess manpower and 
infrastructure needs accurately.

○ Shift Workload from Regular 
Courts: Implement Commercial 
Courts Act (2015) in major 
cities; set up separate traffic 
courts and amend fine 
payment processes to reduce 
congestion.

● Increased Awareness

Mains Practise Question
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● No unified ministry- coal, petroleum, 
renewables, nuclear.

● Ambiguity in goals:
■ Viksit Bharat = must 

include social + 
environmental 
outcomes.

■ Atmanirbharta = 
confused between 
self-sufficiency and 
self-reliance.

● 85% crude oil imported (vs. 30% in 
1970s); domestic production 
struggles -  26 sedimentary basins.

● Coal abundance-  dependence vs 
clean energy goals (5th-largest 
global reserves.
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Challenges

● Climate risk high — 1.5°C warming 
breached in 2024; India cannot afford 
a "develop now, clean later" model.

● Global hypocrisy in energy trade:
■ US buys from Venezuela, 

sanctions India for 
Russian oil.

■ EU imports Russian LNG, 
enforces Carbon Border 
Tax, reopens coal mines.

● China dominates critical mineral 
processing:

■ Sources: Congo (cobalt), 
Chile/Peru (copper), 
Australia (lithium) → 
mostly refined in China.
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What Should be done?

● Define energy vision:
○ Viksit = inclusive, green growth.
○ Atmanirbharta = pursue 

self-reliance, not rigid 
self-sufficiency.

● Enact Energy Atmanirbharta Act to 
legislate energy goals.

● Build strategic reserves of lithium, 
cobalt, copper, rare earths, like 
petroleum reserves.

● Acquire and manage global energy 
assets — support bids by India Inc, 
build expert teams.

● Scale up public R&D in clean energy; 
institutionalise PPP model (govt + 
academia + industry).

● Simplify regulations:
○ Ease access to land, capital, 

water
○ Ensure contract sanctity
○ Upskill workforce for 

renewables (e.g. solar 
engineers).
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Question : Discuss the major challenges to India’s energy security. Suggest 
measures that can be taken to ensure a sustainable and self-reliant 
energy future.(10 Marks, 150 words)

Mains Practise Question
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Landslide : rapid downslope movement of 
rock, soil, or debris driven by gravity, often 
triggered by rain, quakes, snowmelt, or 
human activity.

Types of Landslides

By Material:

● Rock Slide: Bedrock masses sliding 
down.

● Debris Slide: Loose mix of soil, rock, 
and organic matter.

● Soil Slide: Wet, loose soil with possible 
vegetation.

● Mudslide: Flow of soft, loose mud.

By Movement:

● Fall: Free fall from steep slopes.
● Topple: Forward rotation and fall of 

blocks.
● Slide: Mass moves along a slip 

surface.
○ Rotational: Curved slip surface.
○ Translational: Flat slip surface.

By Flow:

● Debris Flow: Fast, fluid mix of water, 
soil, and rock.

● Earth Flow: Slow, thick flow of 
saturated fine soil.

● Mudflow: Rapid, watery mud 
movement.

● Creep: Very slow soil/rock shift.
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● Advanced version of IMPS

● Developed by NPCI and regulated by 

the RBI.

● Launched-April 11, 2016.

● Designed to enable peer-to-peer 

inter-bank transfers through a 

single two-click factor 

authentication process. 

SYLLABUS: GS Paper 3: Banking Sector & NBFCs; 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page Number: 07
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Prelims PYQ 2017

Q: Which of the following is a most likely 

consequence of implementing the ‘Unified Payments 

Interface (UPI)’? 

(a) Mobile wallets will not be necessary for online 

payments.

(b) Digital currency will totally replace the physical 

currency in about two decades.

(c) FDI inflows will drastically increase.

(d) Direct transfer of subsidies to poor people will 

become very effective.

Q: Consider the following statements: (2017) 

1) National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI) helps in promoting the financial 

inclusion in the country. 

2) NPCI has launched RuPay, a card 

payment scheme. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims PYQ 2018: Which one of the 

following links all the ATMs in India?

(a) Indian Banks’ Association

(b) National Securities Depository Limited

(c) National Payments Corporation of India

(d) Reserve Bank of India
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Q1. Regarding Alternative Dispute Resolution 
mechanisms, consider the following statements:

1. Arbitration results in a binding decision 
enforceable by law.

2. Mediation and conciliation both rely on the 
assistance of a neutral third party.

3. Lok Adalats are recognised under the Legal 
Services Authorities Act, 1987.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 2 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q2. Consider the following pairs:

Which of the pairs given above are correctly 
matched?

a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2 and 4 only
c) 1, 2, 3 and 4
d) 1 and 4 only

Answer: b

Q3. How many of the following government 
initiatives directly contribute to enhancing India’s 
energy security? 

1. National Bioenergy Mission
2. Strategic Petroleum Reserves Programme
3. Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
4. Green Hydrogen Mission

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below.

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: d

Q4. Consider the following types of landslides: 
1. Rock fall – Rapid movement of a slurry of soil, 

rock, and water.
2. Debris flow – Sudden free fall of rock from 

steep slopes or cliffs.
3. Slump – Downward and outward movement 

of material along a curved surface.
How many of the pairs given above is/ are 
correctly matched?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q5. Regarding the National Payments Corporation 
of India (NPCI), consider the following statements:

1. NPCI was established by the Reserve Bank of 
India and the Indian Banks’ Association.

2. It operates systems like UPI, RuPay, and BHIM.
3. NPCI is a for-profit company registered 

under the Companies Act, 2013.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only

Answer: d

Generation of 
Biofuel

Primary Feedstock

1. First 
Generation

Algae-based biofuels

2. Second 
Generation

Non-food biomass 

3. Third 
Generation

Food crops 

4. Fourth 
Generation

Genetically engineered 
organisms




