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CONTEXT: A write-up has appeared emphasizing the financial issues faced by 
municipalities. 

Year Event

1688 First Municipal Corporation in 
Madras

1726 Municipal Corporations set up in 
Bombay and Calcutta provinces

1870 Mayo’s Resolution on 
Democratic Decentralization

1882 Ripon’s Resolution on Local 
Self-Governance

1919 Local Governance- transferable 
subject by (GoI) Act, 1919

1924 Passage of the Cantonment Act

1935 Local Governance -transferable 
subject by (GoI) Act, 1935



● Hiware Village -Ahmednagar District: 

turned itself into prosperous village

● Used Funds from Government 

Schemes- regenerate Natural 

Forests, water and soil management 

led by strong village body-Sarpanch
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Municipal 
Corporation

Property Data 
Management

Digital & Mobile Initiatives Revenue & Impact

Pimpri-Chinchw
ad (PCMC)

GIS mapping; 2L - 
3.5L properties

Online portal, tax 
dashboard, handheld 
devices for staff

50%+ revenue increase; 
Smart City recognition

Indore (IMC) GIS mapping; 
1.8L-3.1L 
properties

Mobile app, online 
payments, awareness 
campaigns

₹100 Cr -₹250 Cr; 
Cleanest City award

Ahmedabad 
(AMC)

GIS mapping; 7L- 
11L properties

Digital portal, field 
verification via mobile

₹300 Cr-₹600 Cr; Urban 
Governance awards

Case Study
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The Path Ahead



Q) The strength and sustenance of local 

institutions in India has shifted from their 

formative phase of ‘Functions, Functionaries 

and Funds’ to the contemporary stage of 

‘Functionality’. Highlight the critical challenges 

faced by local institutions in terms of their 

functionality in recent times. (2020)

Q) “The reservation of seats for women in the 

institutions of local self- government has had a 

limited impact on the patriarchal character of 

the Indian Political Process.” Comment.  (2019)

Q) Assess the importance of the Panchayat 

system in India as a part of local government. 

Apart from government grants, what sources 

the Panchayats can look out for financing 

development projects? (2018)

Q) The local self government system in India 

has not proved to be effective instrument of 

governance”. Critically examine the statement 

and give your views to improve the situation. 

(2017)

Q) In absence of well–educated and organised 

local level government system, ‘Panchayats’ 

and ‘Samitis’ have remained mainly political 

institutions and not effective instruments of 

governance. Critically discuss. (2015)

Q- Discuss  the challenges faced by Urban 
Local Bodies in India and suggest effective 
solutions to address these issues. (10 
Marks 150 Words)
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UPSC Mains PYQs

Mains Practise Question



● India Justice Report 2025

○ Only 14% of judges in High 
Courts are women.

○ Just 3.1% in the Supreme Court 
are women.

● The SC currently has only one woman 
judge among 34.

● First woman Chief Justice of India.
● 25 High Courts- only one is headed 

by a woman Chief Justice.

● Gender Biases and stereotypes

● Dual Burden 

● Lack of Role Models

● Networking Barriers

● Lack of Infrastructure

● Selection Bias

● Inadequate Policies
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CONTEXT: A lead editorial has highlighted various aspects of representation of Women in 
Judiciary. 
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● AIJS- (Editorial)

●  Institutional, social and behavioral change

● Inclusive Recruitment Policies

● Awareness Campaigns: 

○ Ex: Delhi HC Women’s Lawyers Forum promotes women in law.

● Equal Promotion Opportunities: 

● Work-Life Balance Support

○ Ex: Delhi High Court’s crèche.

● Specialized Training

○ Ex: Judicial Academy workshops.

● Scholarships for Legal Education

○ Ex: NLSIU Bangalore scholarship programs encourage women in law.

● Gender Sensitization:  unconscious gender biases.
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WTI Founder becomes 
chair of key IUCN Panel
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SC Allows Green Crackers 
in Delhi NCR
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Q1. Regarding the evolution of Local 
Self-Governance in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. The first Municipal Corporation in 
India was established in Madras in 
1688.

2. Lord Mayo’s Resolution of 1870 was 
the first step toward democratic 
decentralisation in British India.

3. The Government of India Act, 1919, 
made local governance a Central 
subject.

Which of the above statements are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: c

Q2. Regarding the India Justice Report 
2025, consider the following statements:

1. The share of women judges in High 
Courts has increased to 35%.

2. The Supreme Court currently has 
two women judges among 34 
sitting judges.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a)  1 only 
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: d

Q3. Regarding Rare Earth Elements 
(REEs), consider the following 
statements:

1. Rare earth elements are used in 
superconductors, refining catalysts, 
windmills, cellphones, and hybrid 
car components.

2. Monazite is the main rare earth 
mineral found in India.

3. China is the largest producer of rare 
earth elements, accounting for 
about 95% of global production.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None 

Answer: c

Q4. Regarding the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), consider the following 
statements:

1. It is a specialised agency of the World 
Bank that leads international efforts to 
defeat hunger.

2. The FAO helps developing countries 
improve agriculture, forestry, and fisheries.

3. The organisation’s headquarters is located 
in New York, United States.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 3 only

Answer: b

Q5. Which of the following statements is/are 
correct?

1. India is the world's third-largest fish 
producer, contributing around 20% of the 
world's output.

2. India holds the second position in global 
aquaculture production.

Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below.
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b
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