
    11th October 2025



India & Taliban 2.0: 
Cautious Engagement

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    11th October 2025

CONTEXT: Jaishankar meets Taliban Foreign Minister, raises concerns over forced 
repatriation of Afghan refugees by Pak., calls ‘cross-border terror’ a common 
challenge

The Graveyard of Empires

● U.S. Involvement and Objectives

● The Longest American War 

(2001–2021)

● The Doha Agreement (2020)

● The Final Withdrawal (2021)

● Taliban 2.0

India–Afghanistan Relations: Overview

● Pre-2021 (Republic era) - One of the 

biggest regional donors to 

Afghanistan

● Post-2021 (Taliban takeover) - 

Technical Team - 2022

● Current stance

MIX - PRAGMATISM + HUMANITARIAN 

FOCUS + SECURITY-FIRST CALCULUS + 

REGIONAL BALANCING

What changed with the recent Muttaqi’s 

visit?

● High-level contact &  upgraded 

engagement

● Trade momentum and figure cited

● Security assurances publicly 

reiterated

● Political optics & concerns
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Strategic rationale behind India’s 
Engagement?

● Protect Security Interests - ‘verification 
and enforcement’ > ‘legitimisation’

● Preserve Connectivity & Trade Options - 
Afghan economic recovery and Indian 
exporters

● Humanitarian & Soft-Power Reach - 
‘connected’ to Afghan society; prevents 
a vacuum

● Regional Balance and Influence - hedge 
against Pakistan–China

Principal challenges India faces

● Legitimacy & Recognition Dilemma - 
balance realpolitik needs against 
normative costs

● Counterterrorism Reliability - 
commitments are declarative

● Human-Rights &  Domestic Political 
Optics - moral credibility

● Connectivity Constraints - sanctions on 
Iran

● Internal Instability in Afghanistan - 
must be ready for contingencies 

Prospects & Opportunities

● Trade and People-to-People Ties
● Chabahar  Potential
● Humanitarian Diplomacy
● Counterterror Cooperation 

(conditional)
● Regional Forums for Consensus

A ‘Balanced’ Way Forward

- “pragmatic-conditional” 

Approach
● Maintain “no-recognition + 

enhanced functional engagement”

● Insist on Verifiable Counterterror 

Guarantees

● Link Economic Cooperation to Clear 

Benchmarks

● Invest in Humanitarian & 

Development Footprint 

● Use Regional and Global Diplomacy

● Protect India’s Domestic and 

International Credibility

● Prepare Contingency / Resilience 

plans
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Mains Practise Question

Examine India’s policy of ‘strategic pragmatism’ towards the Taliban 

administration in Afghanistan. Discuss the key security, humanitarian and 

normative challenges and suggest a balanced way forward.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Need for a holistic ‘Demographic Mission’

What is Demography?

Indicators - 



Need for a holistic 
‘Demographic Mission’

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    11th October 2025

CONTEXT: A true demography mission needs to examine India’s various 
transformations



Need for a holistic 
‘Demographic Mission’

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    11th October 2025

CONTEXT: A true demography mission needs to examine India’s various 
transformations

The announcement of a “Demographic 

Mission” on August 15, 2025

● Demographic Issues in India - NARROW 

LENS

● NEED? - Broader and Holistic 

Demographic Approach

Beyond Fertility, Mortality and 

Migration
● Transformation in Age and Gender 

Composition

● Regional Distribution of Households

● Emerging Human Capabilities

● ISSUES - Educational and Skill 

infrastructure; Jobless Growth; 

Labour-Market Mismatches

Migration as a Population Equaliser
● Challenges and Political Discourse  

- Discrimination

- Identity is Socially Constructed

- Disenfranchisement

- “battle of belonging”

● NEED: Equal & Safe Choice

Longevity and Social Security - Trends
● New Challenges - Redefine Ageing & 

Social Security

● Rethinking Social Security - NOT just 

State’s Responsibility; Employers; Dignity

Way Forward

● Whole-of-Government Approach

● Mainstreaming Demographic 

Thinking - DATA Focus - Tech. 

● Manage Migration Positively

● Inclusive Development - Address 

marginalisation; ‘demography is not 

just a statistical tool’

● Empower Human Capabilities

● Secure Ageing Populations

“Examine the need for a holistic 

Demography Mission in India. Discuss its 

possible objectives, challenges, and 

significance for inclusive and 

sustainable development.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)

Mains Practise Question
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Decoding the News

RTI Panels defunct
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                  KONKAN 25



Q1.  Consider the following statements 

regarding the Chabahar Port:

1. It is located on the Gulf of Aden.

2. It is the only Iranian port having direct 

access to the Indian Ocean.

3. It consists of two separate ports called 

Shahid Beheshti and Shahid Kalantari.

Which of the statements given above are 

correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Commission for Air Quality 

Management:

1. It is an executive body constituted 

through a government resolution.

2. It is responsible for the prevention, 

control, and abatement of air pollution in 

Delhi-NCR and adjoining areas.

3. The Chairperson holds office for three 

years or until the age of 70 years, 

whichever is earlier.

4. It has Technical members from the 

Central Pollution Control Board, Indian 

Space Research Organisation, and NITI 

Aayog.

How many of the statements given above 

is/are correct?

a) Only One

b) Only Two

c) Only Three

d) All Four

Answer: c

Q3. Regarding the Supreme Court’s verdict in Arjun 

Gopal vs Union of India (2018), consider the 

following statements:

1. The Court permitted the use and sale of “green 

crackers”.

2. The verdict imposed a total ban on bursting 

firecrackers across India.

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements regarding 

National Crime Records Bureau:

1. It was established in 1986 to act as a 

repository of information on crime and 

criminals. 

2. It was set up based on the recommendations 

of the Tandon Committee.

3. It functions under the administrative control of 

the Ministry of Law and Justice.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q5. Exercise KONKAN-25 is a bilateral naval 

exercise between:

a) India and Australia

b) USA and Japan

c) India and United Kingdom

d) China and Bangladesh

Answer: c
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