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Why 1978 ‘anti-conversion’ law in
Arunachal could now be enforced

Arunachal Pradesh is home to a number of different small ethnic communities with an array of
different beliefs and practices.
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The Act also requires that every act of conversion be reported to the Deputy Commissioner of the Hdw Payal Kaadia and All We

district concerned, and punishes the person conducting the conversion for failure to do so. . .
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“forceful” conversion out of cold storage by framing rules for its implementation, 46

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-law/why-1978-anti-conversion-law-in-arunachal-could-now-be-enforced-976 1646/

117


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvgUJoQ0ojirHDRjQ_vnnA_WSf8mMn9-KO5PQXASXNhJK8jUcWAysFBNj3mb9jjjVEw_BuRj3urb8a4g48SxLn0OhqbPsT_3TDa6J0E6cHXFJDHoX8A0J7a4lDxvuiaA18DKCyfD_1SlCoX06gGGzNxKzAgSwIggFSYS1H1ygTwF-B-KIal-kg3iFwuEYWdwA2hdjJfiwRlr1131ZomZux69NdV8uuuGiR32BksUvFyaXIZOZzeYG7bMLAh0EUTtk1RcAonHZjiXqG7cfxeD_FLNJTxueKkbpe32t2qWUvT2BMN6cbHMmLeEbjAlpTMHY_xsOL0WqCTLagS_MeU9oyDVhqYlPdmIah2DU4jymJaajL9CXRaAnP_DJHkeY3mgLZdFMN-ekat_Rl2ZEx_vcXzR_-IzWyLRxnw54mLN9dCKa6w4M4pqkBPcfJM8YigTdQSOcXUvrUG&sai=AMfl-YQsqF2hyEfAJGUmN8IC4hf7tCIBcCLPBZllUIaJZXw3dnWVue2gMtCZaOW-cF2rr_B5aL-cak6g7JWL862ONYMt7TqRlaGbQzV00ZRkZ3GWk-slV0W_UtCwctAc96TAeZgu&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFuzwU79Dgjq&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://up.gov.in/en
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvgUJoQ0ojirHDRjQ_vnnA_WSf8mMn9-KO5PQXASXNhJK8jUcWAysFBNj3mb9jjjVEw_BuRj3urb8a4g48SxLn0OhqbPsT_3TDa6J0E6cHXFJDHoX8A0J7a4lDxvuiaA18DKCyfD_1SlCoX06gGGzNxKzAgSwIggFSYS1H1ygTwF-B-KIal-kg3iFwuEYWdwA2hdjJfiwRlr1131ZomZux69NdV8uuuGiR32BksUvFyaXIZOZzeYG7bMLAh0EUTtk1RcAonHZjiXqG7cfxeD_FLNJTxueKkbpe32t2qWUvT2BMN6cbHMmLeEbjAlpTMHY_xsOL0WqCTLagS_MeU9oyDVhqYlPdmIah2DU4jymJaajL9CXRaAnP_DJHkeY3mgLZdFMN-ekat_Rl2ZEx_vcXzR_-IzWyLRxnw54mLN9dCKa6w4M4pqkBPcfJM8YigTdQSOcXUvrUG&sai=AMfl-YQsqF2hyEfAJGUmN8IC4hf7tCIBcCLPBZllUIaJZXw3dnWVue2gMtCZaOW-cF2rr_B5aL-cak6g7JWL862ONYMt7TqRlaGbQzV00ZRkZ3GWk-slV0W_UtCwctAc96TAeZgu&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFuzwU79Dgjq&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://up.gov.in/en
https://indianexpress.com/about/border-gavaskar-trophy/
https://data.indianexpress.com/projects/year-end-2024/
https://indianexpress.com/puzzles-and-games/mini-crossword/
https://indianexpress.com/about/express-premium/
https://www.indianexpress.com/shorts/?ref=l2_nav
https://indianexpress.com/audio/3-things/an-expert-on-how-air-pollution-harms-us-and-what-we-can-do-about-it-2/9757136/?ref=l2_nav
https://indianexpress.com/section/health-wellness/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://tamil.indianexpress.com/
https://bengali.indianexpress.com/
https://malayalam.indianexpress.com/
https://gujarati.indianexpress.com/
https://www.jansatta.com/
https://www.loksatta.com/
https://www.financialexpress.com/
https://hindi.financialexpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/indianexpress
https://www.facebook.com/indianexpress
https://twitter.com/IndianExpress
https://twitter.com/IndianExpress
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJEDFSxHHOW1PpBccdSxOTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJEDFSxHHOW1PpBccdSxOTA
https://www.instagram.com/indianexpress/
https://www.instagram.com/indianexpress/
https://indianexpress.com/search/
https://indianexpress.com/newsletters/
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/epaper/
https://indianexpress.com/todays-paper/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/epaper/
https://indianexpress.com/my-express/
https://indianexpress.com/section/upsc-current-affairs/
https://indianexpress.com/section/world/
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/political-pulse/
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
https://indianexpress.com/section/business/
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/
https://indianexpress.com/section/lifestyle/
https://indianexpress.com/section/technology/
https://indianexpress.com/section/research/
https://indianexpress.com/videos/
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=bPJx1LzDWJKlxAOvYwMFzpTO8Ixktga9lQ58Yq5Bu0nJdZ43QO4ct3xPNT684_EhGNEZovtOA0unlJkLWapVutjqj0AZvd_-mIDNoQPcGUnWWm4fWqIx-dKMOp7wPSL4CIxEEr1QMnkyEXgy_QIAr5lYnarI-kWZwXrKWT1dukc4AXEqGTTwMjHq7AEkQAIDWixGMDbBkC1CyrbGegMctHdmDHZPnjCy_OdqGQvFszmxLQstMymnG1h8z1BYIsQPNWDHNFGmo_7RvdcXnc8kMNCHR5LSq4SjJ-lNvndSIbLelSP-G-fPq9XNyw52XU3bNivjdfO7ODa-16LyKmbbbZMkoCC0B5G7fN-BB9PhCuRCYK33ykGG0tW0HFWEIDwH8i2axroxn_gbg77uMv6W1DSMxXh21_LlXcK7Jj-neGOYXrLGoN0gEecC0c811DySD2Va7zDPGBj97mdQZ6RI_21pRMypyji4X12fbJjNmds82GD8I8c9kJct-njFN_71xLCh2eTi0I4u9snO6N9KoE32i_PnwiCUpZmRiuWfpCL-fg53Y3y9deJvIkY47rztrgiteffbTy2Cpx4Hu9VZ0NMWNpU&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyscanner.co.in%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Din-flights-midfunnel-videoviewers-desktop%26utm_content%3Dfeed%26utm_id%3D11111%26AssociateID%3DDIS_FLI_00053_00000%26campaign_id%3D784784%26adgroupid%3D473863%26click_timestamp%3D1736145943%26utm_term%3D473863%26utm_id%3D473863%26cto_pld%3DKaPkiRozAAA1FsKKLagL9w
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=EQ10srzDWJKlxAOvYwMFzpTO8Ixktga9lQ58Yq5Bu0nJdZ43QO4ct3xPNT684_EhGNEZovtOA0unlJkLWapVutjqj0AZvd_-mIDNoQPcGUnWWm4fWqIx-dKMOp7wPSL4CIxEEr1QMnkyEXgy_QIAr5lYnao7yZ9A6dZwo66qb5SWM91tehabJgM-aD5fIDZ6CjSnrSRgkkLSDouNYnzKK37tJiJdAS7RhiNN7InsEjQ5yWVVtx4m8O5RzU9ZaGDFPq5vJoQkVarpeP5H1lJL9t4N4GZrYKi-bjS3lgiLxcCmIi0BeX0XHnLZHQVAaZA9fGtkfcs9mvK0Rk3w4E6s9_uYQtRaPLHT-HRfW0kQNT2bdtT40Z-6-BEvO2CxPj7Q9gq1cpd-IL7SWPTmukM55rnpwAWt-aW-FyA2zVOjwywcKIpQ4iPllOKhdyqRlNGvKcll317piIQajfXnvr8cgPPbITNQxiOPYdYaBtKwCzytL9yaN4wXMEuvRP0JefjtJ5lMajIxiIa08yYpBg-EIv7n2mjTcmGqgT49bUE5w7mOHzqNm_POqxHOeBUPn6fwpiP9Z66Tt16l67dePrhjTFZps6x1g4NYxaTUD9Ryc-pahNTH6tgpsE5h03cwlXPYJXadqw&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyscanner.co.in%2Ftransport%2Fflights%2FIN%2FTH%2Fcheapest-flights-from-India-to-Thailand.html%3Foym%3Danytime%26iym%3Danytime%26preferDirects%3Dfalse%26qp_prevPrice%3D12752%26qp_prevProvider%3Dmas_adfeeds%26qp_prevCurrency%3DINR%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Din-flights-midfunnel-videoviewers-desktop%26utm_content%3Dfeed%26utm_id%3D11111%26AssociateID%3DDIS_FLI_00053_00000%26campaign_id%3D784784%26adgroupid%3D473863%26click_timestamp%3D1736145943%26utm_term%3D473863%26utm_id%3D473863%26cto_pld%3DKczXoRozAAAgK8Lndqz7fQ
https://privacy.as.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=hTA3KRQp2uUKcm3gsoI8EKIKO19pBhgGmzfWkel6YUcgMO1abiVGaUsVxTx39sBxJuSqYepOIWNMu2GxqTVCdpb_6zbQzD59xKwzMBa1ABsxm0_yAI9Hebx0ulFe72_9HJYjH61CQrlFFGop6TVzKusVfcc
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/explained-law/
https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/sukrita-baruah/
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/?ref=article
https://adgebra.co.in/clicktracker/click?p1=300186&p2=395&p3=&p6=&p7=9&p18=&langId=2&languagePriority=2&slotId=0&templateId=8052&p19=60130&p20=300141&gaid=&isIframe=&token=74025010606280&uid=&p21=&p22=usd&p23=&p24=3&uniqueId=28f00f9c00000650e9731cfc0000018b00003ab880004946d000125268000000006d56ea62e7170e9b&isIframe=true&referurl=https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-law/why-1978-anti-conversion-law-in-arunachal-could-now-be-enforced-9761646/
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/entertainment/malayalam/how-payal-kapadia-and-all-we-imagine-as-light-found-a-way-through-darkness-9758012/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/entertainment/malayalam/how-payal-kapadia-and-all-we-imagine-as-light-found-a-way-through-darkness-9758012/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/entertainment/malayalam/how-payal-kapadia-and-all-we-imagine-as-light-found-a-way-through-darkness-9758012/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/entertainment/malayalam/how-payal-kapadia-and-all-we-imagine-as-light-found-a-way-through-darkness-9758012/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/shorts/entertainment/malayalam/how-payal-kapadia-and-all-we-imagine-as-light-found-a-way-through-darkness-9758012/?ref=article
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=5mUs0SNtavYdIp863GiGHb8_zlGbM82Gr98ZYvveaRKzMJUzznttdoOCQv-v5VQj1LFNTtfE0NxFtBBc7sRKXJsIlMMnZfeAgxT_y43AtPbsnk0BipazmjBQj7tYrXt7gHhLXNPZYa2uQj270cAByQAUj8gWbT8gGw-1K685Kkm71SKxS26cZLbUEq_AXMyWTNUQn_4sg52kxSs62QuKvbarRZj86XMZE_GQVGWHBwzN9p0u4RhQP56eyHLGeSH5PgT9TE1AbardzTIRnSNJcim16sbBTGFTRM16GRD3BpJWdkA_m4xGSHY_V0D78n3bIXsOCXT6fwzUz1v3KmcCK1932U-xaL5Xsc8uSnBVeeI7LkLnCptwjL8580dC0ltxqzWiATmD6D_CHBEVwFCTHmi0Qq4OeTlBhlv16_NX8IqihkylfDp8YW6ueIexe_dKP1k9I-cjHX04vAkDv7vJrLNd5qAModgw6p88Bdg46X73renJpHff_p_BKpcyGKv1LDKbPpD0_DnTOT7j9P4MkmXRc5K3TCyKAwv_g6aJoP0M3zD3OTCotNOmqMCXf9rFCdtXztWu_1JajsPo2f5YLIYiic4&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyscanner.co.in%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Din-flights-midfunnel-videoviewers-desktop%26utm_content%3Dfeed%26utm_id%3D11111%26AssociateID%3DDIS_FLI_00053_00000%26campaign_id%3D784784%26adgroupid%3D473863%26click_timestamp%3D1736145943%26utm_term%3D473863%26utm_id%3D473863%26cto_pld%3D-JomARozAAAVQiqH9KC4Cw
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=vomJtCNtavYdIp863GiGHb8_zlGbM82Gr98ZYvveaRKzMJUzznttdoOCQv-v5VQj1LFNTtfE0NxFtBBc7sRKXJsIlMMnZfeAgxT_y43AtPbsnk0BipazmjBQj7tYrXt7gHhLXNPZYa2uQj270cAByQAUj8iUPBfwJ5ztZoJmDUa_Q2cM20XpwZbdhTY6BCd9OJjU6-RLevrzuGpMASHvqjg1vJFbhhkmu_QnX9uO9Ye0A3eAZ7IFp2HaFFWY89n-Zg-ukv2yHjw-iSTFeDLnIN2p8mYEEu77M7Pb48aNWkJt7N1B5JjAOb1UzU2i9-2PW_4q5sL12y2SZmjQxk98z7k5vFGgNJe9MysOWuzH-wugbZChYYT-LppxROBNG7kZ7Hlezxb_2ryUW9u-1-h19fPHGPq_aWs9PMPbW6InLzwBLkgfY4M10_6OPtfd41lGt96zsREY8Tn73CSOrZFRDjxoiUTDnRU9vffimNt-7bw0ADiB0rHNSBsYOnxQy8yi_qLbQagt-s7bI9AzkYnYY8qj-0UwmB9M6pqUXzIcmdjatRv90NoH_YKdKwB0t4ft7Y-8chm7nrs_DpxPT6CDDYyY2zwsX7sfouBqdqhyL1E5B6tl&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyscanner.co.in%2Ftransport%2Fflights%2FIN%2FTH%2Fcheapest-flights-from-India-to-Thailand.html%3Foym%3Danytime%26iym%3Danytime%26preferDirects%3Dfalse%26qp_prevPrice%3D12752%26qp_prevProvider%3Dmas_adfeeds%26qp_prevCurrency%3DINR%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Din-flights-midfunnel-videoviewers-desktop%26utm_content%3Dfeed%26utm_id%3D11111%26AssociateID%3DDIS_FLI_00053_00000%26campaign_id%3D784784%26adgroupid%3D473863%26click_timestamp%3D1736145943%26utm_term%3D473863%26utm_id%3D473863%26cto_pld%3D27_HRBozAAA0z4TeRmuBuQ
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=1VuXRSNtavYdIp863GiGHb8_zlGbM82Gr98ZYvveaRKzMJUzznttdoOCQv-v5VQj1LFNTtfE0NxFtBBc7sRKXJsIlMMnZfeAgxT_y43AtPbsnk0BipazmjBQj7tYrXt7gHhLXNPZYa2uQj270cAByQAUj8iUPBfwJ5ztZoJmDUa_Q2cMDnMFleWc2k7KCSwKRTOo-gLNE4YUHDt4NfHctfYY-JXvvgbV-bL2TTK_KBdNK0BMMXHAn9BONUZ-2liY2wxJ6GtsmMKiwgiRWjJRzch2Xd_38uiZ64CGoozpkSpJof0Q0eX_jwx6orEAmANAjlqUiuVJGO2nS8W1v7nqZLS0bKKMhuknGv6lIoXgU77pzthHCALa4oruNKarbViDHJc_bBP2z9Uh-t6JX4h9vfyyG8Dry5x-N4ifnG4fv8D8qTsS1KpBTh-cPG6B9hIh4ITeIWEG5eLlY-YsCEf7kFMk2hBkxUJrQlrrWn-JIwcKM6QaBeUCta5d30Bb2XYU-_7QF6FTokYELxo2KGviYRHxUjxfO-msZXptFy7573gkO7eXgdA9E7DgR-eBoykQfeAdySkSOqi1UOt6KNYRjv7JLb-iLsGmROOUiHAtB8jaSUDH&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyscanner.co.in%2Ftransport%2Fflights%2FIN%2FMY%2Fcheapest-flights-from-India-to-Malaysia.html%3Foym%3Danytime%26iym%3Danytime%26preferDirects%3Dfalse%26qp_prevPrice%3D5488%26qp_prevProvider%3Dmas_adfeeds%26qp_prevCurrency%3DINR%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Din-flights-midfunnel-videoviewers-desktop%26utm_content%3Dfeed%26utm_id%3D11111%26AssociateID%3DDIS_FLI_00053_00000%26campaign_id%3D784784%26adgroupid%3D473863%26click_timestamp%3D1736145943%26utm_term%3D473863%26utm_id%3D473863%26cto_pld%3Dp9WBfBozAABLI-VnT5ndgw
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=LrzZ2iNtavYdIp863GiGHb8_zlFD19MmOyDYTDpt-oflPE5T1zSXUfgrRJPAPPAx85Vgz_pR028I3SESx6hZbm8bieLE0U7Nn415q4mtlBueNZwwPhp3gy-LETTo3ntiZ5kFLm-nIDXcM1y8o3snp3XtgYzpWg_ee3R8dLD8cGZUbRD1rzU8x72q9Tg-kRjaAD6W8J16UDXPs9nLuo5cDYvpLYe4yrCCheAdMh7E-kPr0smasa6DRHR2LIVH1TgCHQd-OjNZcvXt2yzzPud4Oak5ZbjWf3xSZZ1laSzSZttv6wBwpZ4NlghZ2ezTkiCw5fcXVVHZ_VzzmqTQncUsh3vOxQz_QQONrRz_2m57rI7O9ZvMF1RJ0dr7q0-2lQd6qLC4Z_WuzIhj0ne28np-RtagzU1kgKBTYvC510XVd_UecZUA6AKBgIoyy50m4unFVw1ttEm-iAZz-WqIY5W260K9ztcMXR9P1VM_itepdz8WM4vdnBhijte9vX7MnoUTqhBeo-KzRGP1yjbNtzFA_dwEzEQOZwGq_4_ZZj0iL1lUEzsaiKPCkV36TYBBelouVKHGe1rLyYOLukreib9rj9U_U-s&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyscanner.co.in%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Din-flights-midfunnel-videoviewers-desktop%26utm_content%3Dfeed%26utm_id%3D11111%26AssociateID%3DDIS_FLI_00053_00000%26campaign_id%3D784784%26adgroupid%3D473863%26click_timestamp%3D1736145961%26utm_term%3D473863%26utm_id%3D473863%26cto_pld%3D1nAbmxozAADU26NlcD8suQ
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=zHdJcSNtavYdIp863GiGHb8_zlFD19MmOyDYTDpt-oflPE5T1zSXUfgrRJPAPPAx85Vgz_pR028I3SESx6hZbm8bieLE0U7Nn415q4mtlBueNZwwPhp3gy-LETTo3ntiZ5kFLm-nIDXcM1y8o3snp3XtgYyJurets_o1LGpxUPnEvOXRjO3wMufE3dA63lirafVoST068y6GddSj0vTSabqN44uBjTSJt4ml9Zf7YGCaFvjbcAK0JhHizuWk5Y2AzZzqB1VpvLt3rFeqX9f9KQVeALeB4LXdDLCDyqyoF2og9UnpxOMMd8uZFhGYb9N4134CpFgia7XvV01NkU1rFJrB15gJA0eAOwMR7XNEqDm7WaW7eHcR_aAUYH7uq_AdIOKWBCtxii7HVSUFFfdp9ADvFeEWi2R9v5isc6qrEUEVq9IJksM4xDBVEiy31OnHlnUo0V-vHQzGRAUAde_yvaW5uitkyrIDi5cqpy3uoqwsy78slM6Df2BveIkjjjs9dCnyYv-4_PIqZU5_9upKsvL70ae9BedttI54GNqKr9WkYbSSgNSNoIBuQRzlB2EGeOwhIgco-_7-wDS_D0_H4nmhV9sc6PAUm8ssMUFOPoNCIEtzvL7_M0lTdV51FMzBvtqmYQ&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.skyscanner.co.in%2Ftransport%2Fflights%2FIN%2FMY%2Fcheapest-flights-from-India-to-Malaysia.html%3Foym%3Danytime%26iym%3Danytime%26preferDirects%3Dfalse%26qp_prevPrice%3D5488%26qp_prevProvider%3Dmas_adfeeds%26qp_prevCurrency%3DINR%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Din-flights-midfunnel-videoviewers-desktop%26utm_content%3Dfeed%26utm_id%3D11111%26AssociateID%3DDIS_FLI_00053_00000%26campaign_id%3D784784%26adgroupid%3D473863%26click_timestamp%3D1736145961%26utm_term%3D473863%26utm_id%3D473863%26cto_pld%3D6WGHshozAACbuzt04_wCzA

1/6/25, 12:18 PM Why 1978 ‘anti-conversion’ law in Arunachal could now be enforced | Explained News - The Indian Express

‘ We tested this page and blocked content coming from potentially
U McAfee | WebAdvisor ~ dangerous or risky sites. Allow this ;:ontent only if you're sure it comes from
safe sites.

What is the Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act?
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The law, enacted by the then Union Territory of Arunachal Pradesh’s first tried her best to circumvent these
Legislative Assembly, prohibits religious conversion “by use of force or challenges
inducement or by fraudulent means”. It entails punishment of imprisonment for up
to two years and a fine of up to Rs 10,000 for the offence of “converting or More ExplainéW ALL SHORTS >
attempting to convert” forcefully “from one religious faith to another faith.” EXPLAINED B
New Orleans attacker g
The Act also requires that every act of conversion be reported to the Deputy linked to Islamic State:
How it recruits ‘lone

Commissioner of the district concerned, and punishes the person conducting the wolves’

conversion for failure to do so. Since it was enacted in 1978, successive
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governments have not framed the rules for its implementation, because of which it
Supreme Court panel:

lay dormant for nearly five decades. Why, what the panel's
mandate is
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Arunachal Pradesh is home to a number of different small ethnic communities with

an array of different beliefs and practices. The Monpas and Sherdukpens of West
Arunachal Pradesh bordering Tibet and Bhutan practise Mahayana Buddhism,
while the Khamptis and Singphos in Eastern Arunachal practise Theravada
Buddhism.
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Many other tribes engage in polytheistic nature and ancestor worship. Of these, the
worship of Donyi Polo in particular — practised by the Tani group of tribes
comprising the Nyishis, Adis, Apatanis, Galos, Misings and Tagins — has taken an

institutionalised form over the years.

Unlike other hilly North Eastern states like Nagaland, Mizoram and Meghalaya,
Christianity entered Arunachal only in the 1950s.

This was not just due to the difficult terrain, but also the colonial policy of isolating
the “frontier regions”, which included restrictions on the entry of missionaries.
These restrictions continued after Independence via the Inner Line system.

ADVERTISEMENT

Missionary efforts in the foothill areas of Assam led to inroads in the 1950s. The
first church in Arunachal was set up in 1957 at Rayang village in the present-day
district of East Siang, close to Assam’s Dhemaji district. In the coming decades,
census data indicated a steady growth in the number of people identifying as
Christians — from 0.79% of the population in 1971 to 4.32% in 1981.

Communities such as the Padam, Adi, Nocte and Nyishi, located near the foothill
missions, in particular witnessed massive change, which triggered “debates about
the various ways in which missionaries proselytise, the socio-cultural changes that
conversion brought to the respective tribes, and what level of threat conversion
poses to indigenous religions” in the state Assembly, sociologists Bhaswati
Borgohain and Mekory Dodum wrote in ‘Religious Nationalism, Christianisation
and Institutionalization of Indigenous Faiths in Contemporary Arunachal Pradesh,
India’ (2023). MLAs demanded “protection of their indigenous religions and

cultures”.
Why has the Act remained dormant?

The Act was contested in Arunachal and beyond even before it received
Presidential assent. The Arunachal Christian Forum was formed the year after it
was enacted, its current president Tarh Miri says, to push for the repeal of the Act.
It continues to lead the push against the Act, which Miri called an “anti-Christian
law” that can be “misused by the district administration or police”.

The number of Christians in Arunachal has grown rapidly over the years.
Christians constituted 30.26% of the population in the last census of 2011, making
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He added, however, that there are now chances of “interference by external New Orleans attacker linked to
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who view the state’s “indigenous faiths” as part of “Sanatana Dharma”.

Why is the Act back now?

In 2022, advocate Tambo Tamin, who is a former general secretary of the
Indigenous Faiths and Cultural Society of Arunachal Pradesh (IFCSAP), had filed a
PIL in the Itanagar Bench of the Gauhati High Court appealing for the court to

intervene over the “failure” of the state government to frame rules for the Act. LIFESTYLE ) )
Can tomatoes trigger your smoking

) response? Let's find out
On September 30 this year, after the Advocate General of Arunachal Pradesh told

the court that the finalisation of the draft rules would take another six months, the
court closed the petition stating that “we expect the concerned authorities to be
mindful of their obligations and the draft rules would be finalised within a period
of six months from today.”

Maya Murtem, General Secretary of the IFCSAP, said that the implementation of the
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traditional practices, calling them ‘alien’ and ‘evil. So this Act is urgent to preserve

our culture,” she said.
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