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Basics:
● In 2024, India-Indonesia Relations 

marked 75 years of diplomatic ties
● Historic Ties
● Common membership- G20, East Asia 

Summit, UN, IORA, ASEAN.

Political Relations:
● Colonialism , democracy and 

pluralism, President Sukarno first 
Republic Day, Bandung Conference 
(1955), establish NAM.

Cultural Relations:
● 2,000 years of cultural,  commercial 

interactions, religious exchanges in 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam, 
adaptations,  Indian epics 
-Ramayana

Economic Relations:
● Bilateral trade  $38.85 billion 2022-23
● (2000-2022)  $ 1,219 million across 

4,750 projects

Defence Relations:
● Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership (2018), joint military 
exercises,  GARUDA SHAKTI.
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CONTEXT: The President of Indonesia Prabowo Subianto is the chief guest at the Republic 
Day celebrations.



Challenges in India- Indonesia 
Relationship:

● Unequal Trade Dynamics: trade 
deficit with Indonesia, substantial 
imports of commodities like palm oil 
and coal. Palm oil imports 2022-  $11 
billion

● The Rise of Chinese Influence:  
economic and political influence in 
Indonesia, investments,  infrastructure 
projects railways, BRI.

●  Obstacles to Defense Cooperation: 
Disparities in defense procurement 
procedures, limiting deeper military 
cooperation.

● Dysfunctional  Investor Window:  
hindering business expansion in 
Indonesia.

● Connectivity Issues: Limited direct air 
connectivity, visa barriers- restrict 
people-to-people interactions, 
impeding tourism and business 
growth 

What should be done?
● Boosting Trade Ties: Accelerate 

CEPA
● Tourism Diplomacy : RICH initiative
● Enhanced Cooperation : 

Participation in ISA, CDRI, GBA etc.
● Multilateral Engagement : ASEAN, 

IORA etc
● Expand Connectivity : Expand 

educational and cultural exchange 
programs 

Mains Practise Question:
Question: Discuss the key challenges 
hindering deeper  engagement 
between India and Indonesia. 
Suggest concrete measures to 
address these challenges and 
enhance bilateral relations. (10 
Marks 150 Words)
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Industrial Disasters in India:
● Industrial Disaster: significant accident,  

industrial site, extensive damage, injuries, 
or fatalities.

● Causes:   chemical, mechanical, civil, or 
electrical processes,accidents, 
negligence, or incompetence.

● Types: Chemical disasters, Explosions, 
Mining disasters, Falling objects, 
Radiological incidents.

● NDMA: over 130 significant chemical 
accidents in the country in the last 
decade, 250 lives.
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CONTEXT: A massive explosion ripped through an ordnance factory in Maharashtra 
Bhandara district on Friday morning, leaving eight people dead and five injured
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Question:  "Industrial disasters in India 
have had devastating consequences, 
impacting lives, livelihoods, and the 
environment. Discuss the key reasons 
behind the occurrence of such 
disasters and suggest a 
comprehensive way forward to 
mitigate their impact." (10 Marks 150 
words).
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The Essential Practices Doctrine:

● The essential practices doctrine 
owes its existence to a speech 
made by B.R. Ambedkar in the 
Constituent Assembly.

● Ambedkar was striving to distinguish 
the religious from the secular, by 
arguing that the state should be 
allowed to intervene in matters that 
are connected to religion but are not 
intrinsically religious.

● Shirur Mutt case ( 1954):  the 
Supreme Court held in the that the 
term “religion” will cover all rituals 
and practices integral to a religion.

● The test to determine what is 
integral is termed the “essential 
religious practices” test.

● What constitutes the essential part 
of a religion is to be determined with 
reference to the doctrines of that 
religion itself.

● Ananda Marga sect no fundamental 

right to perform Tandava dance in 

public streets, Not an essential 

religious practice - SC 2004
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SYLLABUS : GS 2 Paper : Fundamental Rights
Newspaper:   Indian Express     Page Number: 16



NITI Aayog’s Fiscal Health 
Index

The 
Analyst 
Handout

25th January  2025

SYLLABUS : GS2 Paper : Health, Government Policies and Interventions
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SYLLABUS : GS 2 Paper : Health, Government Policies and Interventions
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India’s First Quasi Ballistic 
Missile
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SYLLABUS : GS 3 Paper : Defence Technology
Newspaper:   The Hindu     Page Number: 10
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SYLLABUS : GS 3 Paper : Taxation, Mobilization of Resources
Newspaper:  The Hindu      Page Number: 10



Q1. India and Indonesia are members of how 
many of the following International 
Groupings? 

1. G- 20
2. East Asia Summit
3. Indian Ocean Rim Association
4. ASEAN

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below.
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c
 

Q2. Consider the following Acts enacted by 
the Government of India:

1. Environment Protection Act 1986
2. Factories Act 1948
3. Public Liability Insurance Act 1991
4. Disaster Management Act 2005

How many of the above Act/s deal with 
safeguarding Industrial Disasters in India?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: d

Q3.  In which of the following landmark 
judgments, the Supreme Court held that 
“the term “religion” will cover all rituals and 
practices integral to a religion thus 
formulating “Essential Practises Doctrine”?
a) Shirur Mutt Case
b) Indira Sawhney Case
c) SR Bommai Case
d) Kesavananda Bharati Case

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements 
regarding “Fiscal Health Index 2025”:

1. It has been released by the Reserve 
Bank of India.

2. It covers 18 major states only.
3. According to the report, Andhra 

Pradesh & Kerala are among the 
best-performing states in Fiscal 
health.

How many of the statements given 
above is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None 

Answer: A

Q5. Consider the following statements:
1. Cruise missiles are low altitude & 

self-guided missiles which are 
difficult to detect by radars.

2. Ballistic missiles are High-altitude & 
hypersonic missiles with very long 
ranges of attack.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c
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