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Basics

● ILO - out of a job; being available to 
take a job; and actively engaged in 
searching for work

● Unemployment Rate
● PLFS
● LFPR
● Worker Population Ratio

● EPFO Payroll Data

Unemployment
The 

Analyst 
Handout

24th January 2025

CONTEXT: Claims of Delhi govt, H-1B Uncertainty, Bangladesh crisis



India Employment Report 2024

● Educated youth
● “Stunted” structural transformation

○ Non farm employment
○ Stagnant manufacturing

● Employment quality
○ low skills jobs
○ Informalisation

● Youth bulge in eastern & central India
● Socio economic hierarchies & 

effectiveness of affirmative actions
● Technology

Steps for Employment Generation

● PM Employment Generation Programme
● MGNREGS
● DDU GKY
● DAY-NULM
● PM Mudra Yojana
● Rural Self Employment & Training 

Institutes
● Support for Marginalised Individuals for 

Livelihood and Enterprise (SMILE)
● Start Up India
● Rozgar Mela
● Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana

Suggestions by CII

● Integrated National Employment Policy
● Internship Programme in Rural Govt 

Offices
● Tax incentives for job creation
● Boost female LFPR
● Social security for gig workers
● International mobility authority
● Expert committee on productivity

Mains Practice Question

Unemployment remains one of the most pressing 
challenges facing the Indian economy. Analyze the 
key factors contributing to unemployment in India, 
and suggest policy measures that could effectively 
address this issue while promoting inclusive growth.
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World View Arguments against
● Reformative justice
● Anti-thesis of one’s right to life
● Immanuel Kant
● Albert Camus
● Section 354(3) of CrPC
● Judicial fallibility, irreversibility
● Deterrence
● Moral High ground
● International Human Rights Standards
● Cost Considerations

Judicial Take
● Jagmohan Singh vs. State of Uttar Pradesh, 

1973
○ valid, not violative of Articles 14, 19 and 

21
○ Procedure established by law -  

circumstances, nature of crime
● Rajendra Prasad vs. State of UP, 1979

○ violative of articles 14, 19 and 21
○ 2 things must - record special reason, 

only in extraordinary circumstances
● Bachan Singh vs. State of Punjab, 1980

○ overruled Rajendra Prasad
○ as an alternative punishment for 

murder is not unreasonable
○ Principle of ‘rarest of rare cases’.
○ mitigating & aggravating factors

● Machhi Singh vs. State of Punjab, 1983 - 5 
categories
○ Manner of Commission of murder
○ Motive – depravity and meanness
○ Anti-social or socially abhorrent nature 

of the crime
○ Magnitude of the Crime
○ Personality of victim

● Deena vs. Union of India, (1983) - by rope
● Mithu vs. State of Punjab, (1983) - S.303

Mains Practice Question

Globally, there has been a significant decline in 
the use of the death penalty, with many 
countries moving towards abolition. Analyze the 
arguments against the death penalty and 
discuss the key judicial decisions in India that 
have shaped its application.
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Early Life & Career

● 4th position in ICS exam, resigned in 1921
● As Mayor of Calcutta
● Political guru: Chittaranjan Das.

Political Views

● Non pacifism
● Anti imperialism
● Socialism
● Secularism
● Anti-Compromise Conference (March 1940) - 

Joint effort by Forward Bloc & Kisan Sabha
● International Collaboration

Escape & Exile

● Left India for external support in the struggle
● January 1941, reached Peshawar
● Initially sought Russian help
● Moved to Germany, met Hitler using 

pseudonym Orlando Mazzotta
● Formed Freedom Army (Mukti Sena) with 

POWs - Headquarters in Dresden, Germany
● Popularized the slogan ‘Jai Hind.’
● Regular broadcasts from Berlin radio
● 1943: reached Japan and then Singapore
● Took command of INA from Rashbehari Bose

Netaji’s Death and Remains

● Died on August 18, 1945, after a plane crash in 
Taipei - remains taken to Tokyo

● Urn kept at Renkoji Temple, hidden from US 
forces

● Remains still honored at Renkoji Temple

Speculations & Investigations

● Multiple theories about his death or escape 
after the crash

● Investigations kept classified for decades
● Three Indian inquiries in 1956, 1979, and 1999
● Ten reports confirmed Netaji’s death in 1945
● Justice Mukherjee Commission (1999) 

inconclusive, flawed with errors

Attempts to Return Remains

● Japanese governments and admirers 
wanted remains returned to India

● P.V. Narasimha Rao and Pranab 
Mukherjee initiated return in 1990s

● Justice Mukherjee Commission set up in 1999, 
but report not accepted by the government

Declassification of Documents

● Modi government and Mamata Banerjee 
declassified final documents

● Evidence overwhelming in support of Netaji’s 
death in 1945

● No conspiracy found in declassified 
documents
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● Trump’s campaign: tariffs to boost US 
manufacturing, 100% on BRICS if $ 
undermined, Chinese goods

What Are Tariffs?

● Taxes on imported goods e.g. cars
● Implications of imports: loss for US 

manufacturers, rising trade deficit, cheaper 
goods for consumers

Reasons for Imposing Tariffs

● Protect domestic industries
● Raise tax revenue - moderate tariff rates
● Encourage FDI - force foreign firms to set up 

US factories

Retaliation to Tariffs
● Dumping: China absorbs tariff, sells cheaper 

to drive out US competitors
● Pass on costs to consumers
● China sets up US factories: unlikely as higher 

labor costs
● Trade rerouting: through countries with FTA 

(Mexico, Canada)
● Trade war: retaliates with tariffs on US goods 

or devalues currency.
Impact of Tariffs

● hurt domestic consumers
● Protectionist measures lead to inflation
● Domestic industries may benefit

Trump’s Tariffs Effectiveness
● US-China trade: imports from China fell, 

trade deficit reduced
● US-Mexico & US-Canada trade: imports 

increased, trade deficit grew
● US trade deficit from $516 billion (2017) to 

$784 billion (2023)
● China’s resilience: exports grew, same role in 

global supply chains
● Mexico, Canada, ASEAN nations benefited 

from the trade war
India’s Position

● India risk of becoming a conduit for Chinese 
goods to the US

● Indian exporters to leverage trade war 
opportunities, add domestic value
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French Withdrawal from West Africa
● Ivory Coast President announces 

French troops’ withdrawal
● France hands over military base in 

Chad
● Senegal calls for closure of French 

military bases
● Other countries joining the withdrawal 

request: Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso
Reasons for Withdrawal Request
● National sovereignty concerns: 

Colonial-era defense pacts 
(Françafrique), now no such security 
needs

● Public dissatisfaction: Failure to 
contain insurgency, rising anti-French 
sentiments

● Quest for new partnerships: West 
African nations diversifying ties, 
especially towards Russia

French Withdrawal from West Africa
● Ivory Coast President announces 

French troops’ withdrawal
● France hands over military base in 

Chad
● Senegal calls for closure of French 

military bases
● Other countries joining the withdrawal 

request: Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso
Reasons for Withdrawal Request
● National sovereignty concerns: 

Colonial-era defense pacts 
(Françafrique), now no such security 
needs

● Public dissatisfaction: Failure to 
contain insurgency, rising anti-French 
sentiments

● Quest for new partnerships: West 
African nations diversifying ties, 
especially towards Russia

Implications for African Countries
● End of France's influence
● New alliances: Potential for Chad, 

Senegal, and Ivory Coast to join Sahel 
alliance with Mali, Niger, and Burkina 
Faso

● Counter-terrorism opportunity: 
regional cooperation to address 
insurgencies
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Implications for France
● End of ‘Françafrique’
● Decline in political and economic relations: 

Difficulty fulfilling economic interests without 
political backing

● Military reputation undermined: Loss of 
credibility as a global security provider

● Shift to Russian influence: Russian 
mercenaries replacing French troops

Larger European Influence Decline
● Competition from Russia and China: Russia 

filling military vacuum, China increasing 
economic influence

● EU struggles: Economic strain, focus on 
internal issues like Ukraine war, migration, 
and autocracies

● Declining EU trade surplus: From €55 billion 
(2022) to €35 billion (2023)

● Increased military coups: EU funding cuts 
leading to more instability

Russia's Role
● Military vacuum filled by Russia: influence 

through troop deployments
● Shift in European foreign policy: Likely more 

inward-looking, focusing on border and 
migration issues rather than expanding 
markets
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SC's Suggestion for Ad Hoc 
Judges
● retired judges ad hoc to 

address backlog in 
criminal cases

● Article 224A allows
● modify 2021 ruling - ad hoc 

appointments only in 
certain situations

Process of Appointing Ad Hoc 
Judges
● Article 224A: CJ of HC 

requests retired judges 
with President’s consent

● Full judicial powers but not 
considered permanent 
judges

● Procedure in 1998 MoP
Appointment Procedure
● CJ forwards appointment 

details to CM, who passes 
it to Union Law Minister

● Law Min consults CJI 
before forwarding to PM

● PM advises President on 
approval

● Lok Prahari vs UoI, 2021: 
Recommendations routed 
through SC’s collegium 
(CJI+2)

Conditions for Ad Hoc Judge 
Appointment
● Trigger Point: More than 

20% vacancies or 10% of 
backlog is over 5 years

● Appointment for 2-3 years
● Each CJ should create a 

panel of retired and 
soon-to-retire judges.

● Appointments for 2-3 
years, with 2-5 ad hoc 
judges per HC.

● Periodic review of ad hoc 
appointments.
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Introduction of Iron in Tamil Nadu

● Report: Antiquity of Iron: Recent 
radiometric dates from Tamil 
Nadu

● First quarter of the 4th millennium 
BCE (3345 BCE)

● Findings from the Sivagalai site, 
Thoothukudi district.

● Tamil Nadu - independent culture 
with advanced technological skills

Scientific Validation and Methodology

● Findings validation via multiple 
labs and research methods.

● Methods: Accelerator Mass 
Spectrometry (AMS) and Optically 
Stimulated Luminescence (OSL).

Technological Mastery in Iron Smelting

● Iron smelting required 
temperatures of 1,200-1,400°C, 
indicating advanced technology.

● Tamil people mastered this skill 
over 5,300 years ago.

Historical and Cultural Context

● Iron role in agriculture, trade, and 
the formation of states, human 
evolution.

● Prior excavations at Sivagalai, 
Adichanallur, Mayiladumparai, 
Kilnamandi, and Mangadu dated 
iron introduction to between 2500 
BCE-3000 BCE.

● South India Iron Age earlier due to 
limited copper availability
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Q1.  Regarding types of unemployment, consider 
the following statements:

1. Cyclical unemployment is more commonly 
observed in developing economies like 
India.

2. Disguised unemployment occurs when 
more people are employed than required 
for a particular task.

3. Frictional unemployment arises when 
workers are transitioning between jobs.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose:

1. He was elected President of the Indian 
National Congress twice.

2. Netaji formed the Azad Hind Fauj (Indian 
National Army) in Germany.

3. The slogan "Jai Hind" was popularised by 
Subhash Chandra Bose.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None 

Answer: b

Q3.  Regarding tariffs in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. Tariffs are primarily imposed to generate 
revenue for the government and protect 
domestic industries from foreign 
competition.

2. The Most Favored Nation (MFN) principle 
under the World Trade Organization 
requires India to impose uniform tariffs on 
all its trading partners.

3. The government can impose 
anti-dumping duties as a form of tariff to 
protect domestic industries from unfair 
foreign pricing practices.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: c

Q4.  Consider the following statements 
regarding the death penalty in India:

1. The death penalty can only be awarded in 
cases that fall under the "rarest of rare" 
doctrine as laid down by the Supreme 
Court.

2. The President of India has the power to 
commute a death sentence under Article 
72 of the Constitution.

3. The Law Commission of India has 
recommended the abolition of the death 
penalty for all crimes, including 
terrorism-related offences.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None 

Answer: b

Q5.  Consider the following statements 
regarding the appointment of ad-hoc judges in 
High Courts in India:

1. Ad-hoc judges are appointed under Article 
224A of the Constitution of India.

2. The Chief Justice of the High Court can 
appoint an ad-hoc judge without 
consulting the President.

3. Ad-hoc judges exercise the same judicial 
powers and perform the same functions as 
permanent judges of the High Court.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: b
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