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CONTEXT: US’s newly elected 47th President Donald Trump signed executive 
order to withdraw from WHO & Paris Agreement on his first day in Office.
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Prelims Corner : What is WHO? India - WHO Partnerships

Perspective 1 : Why US has 
withdrawn from WHO?

World Health Assembly (WHA):

194 member states

Elects Director General

World’s Highest health policy setting 
body

Policy framework through 
resolutions

Listed Reasons in Executive Order:

Mishandling of COVID Pandemic

Failure to adopt urgent needed 
reforms

Inability to demonstrate 
independence from inappropriate 

political influence

Unfairly onerous payments from US
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Perspective 2 : Why US has 
withdrawn from 

Paris Agreement?

Issue of Funding of WHO: 

Financing Constraint  : $6.72 
Billion Budget (2022-23)

60 % of VCs originates from 9 
Donors

Lack of Autonomy 

Impact of Withdrawal on 
India?

Other Issues : 

● Delayed Response & 
Inadequate measures 
during COVID Pandemic 

● Growing Political 
influence on International 
Health regulation body

● Lack of Transparency in 
Decision making & 
funding
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Mains Practise Question
Question : Assess the impact of US’s 
withdrawal from WHO & Paris Agreement on 
India’s interests and ambitions. Provide 
suggestive measures which India shall 
adopt in this regard. 
(10 Marks, 150 words)



CONTEXT: The article highlights the issues plaguing the Smart Cities Mission 
which was launched in 2015 to tackle the growing challenges posed by 
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Prelims Corner : Status of 
Urbanisation

Issues of Rampant Urbanisation

Status of Global Urbanisation 

World Cities Day : 31st October

“Youth Climate 
Changemakers : Catalysing 

Local Action”

4.7 Billion (2024)

Double  by 2050

50% Growth in 9 cities

WB : “40% Population in 9000+ statutory 
towns”:

● Statutory Towns : 
Municipality, 
Corporation, 
Cantonment Board etc

● Census Towns : 
○ > 5000 Population
○ 75% Male working 

population in “Non 
- Agri” activities 

○ Population Density 
= > 400 / Km2 

Health Dynamic of India 2023 
: “>40% Rural health centres 

do not have buildings”

CMIE : Unemployment Rate in 
Rural area = 7.8% vs Urban 

Areas = 8.7%

AISHE 2023 : 43% Universities 
& 61% colleges in rural areas

“Push & Pull Factors”:
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What is a Smart City?

Smart Cities Mission : Response of 
GOI

NITI Aayog : 65% of Statutory 
towns do not have master plan

Web of Bye Laws & 
Development Regulations

Archaic Laws & 
Outdated Models

Unplanned “Cities” of India:

Pollution & Urban Heat Island 
Effect

PRELIMS : Key Features:

Centrally Sponsored

MoHUA

SPV under Companies Act 2013

Transforming “100 cities”

PPP Model



CONTEXT: The article highlights the issues plaguing the Smart Cities Mission 
which was launched in 2015 to tackle the growing challenges posed by 
Urbanisation.

Status of Smart Cities Mission
The 

Analyst 
Handout

22nd January, 2025

Mains Practise Question
Question : How far Smart Cities Mission has been successful to deal with 
growing challenges related to Urbanisation? What are the steps which 
Government of India shall take to tackle the issue of “Underperforming Smart 
Cities”?
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Justice BN Srikrishna 
Committee

What are the Rights for 
Citizens?

To whom it is 
applicable?

Data Protection Board 
of India (DPBI)

What are the 
Penalties?

Challenges faced by 
Law Enforcement 

agencies in accessing 
Cross Border Data

RBI : Payment data 
operators shall 

localise data within 
country

Financial, payment & 
insurance data must 

be stored domestically 

Restrict Business 
operations & High 
Operational Cost 
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What is Digital Personal Data 
Protection Act 2023?

Obligations on Data Fiduciary:

Security safeguards to 
prevent data breach

Erase personal data when no 
Longer needed

Grievance Redressal System

Data Protection Impact 
Assessment
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Indus River & its Tributaries Indus Water Treaty 1960

Facts related to Indus River

● Bokarchu Glacier - NE of 
Mount Kailash in Tibet

● 3180 Kms 

● Major Tributaries - Zanskar, 
Ghaggar, Shyok, Hunza, Gilgit 
& Gomal

● Antecedent River

● Economy of Pakistan & India 

RIVER SOURCE JOINS

Jhelum Verinag 
spring, Pir 
Panjal 
Mountains 

Chenab at 
Trimmu, 
Pakistan

Chenab Chandra & 
Bhaga 
streams 
near 
Baralacha 
La Pass 

Satluj after 
receiving 
Jhelum & Ravi

Ravi Kull hills 
near 
Rohtang 
Pass

Chenab in 
Rangpur, 
Pakistan 

Beas Beas kund 
near 
Rohtang 
Pass

Crosses 
Dhauladhar 
range & meets 
Satluj river in 
Punjab

Satluj Mansarovar 
- Rakas Lake 
in Tibet

Joins Indus in 
Mithankot, 
Pakistan

Provisions of Treaty : 

Western Rivers : ICJ to Pakistan

“Unrestricted use barring agricultural 
& domestic use by India”

80% water share to Pakistan

Eastern Rivers : RBS

Permanent Indus Commission 
to meet annually

World Bank appointed Neutral 
Expert (NE)
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Uri Hydroelectric Project Jhelum

Kishanganga Hydroelectric project Jhelum

Ratle Dam Chenab

Pong Dam Beas

Bhakra Nangal Dam Satluj
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What are Antivenom & how they are 
made?

Issue of availability of Antivenoms
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Issue of Snakebites in India

Indian Cobra

Russell's Viper

Common Krait

Saw scaled Viper

SYLLABUS:  PRELIMS: Important Fauna species in the News
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What does the Rules say?

● Section 8 of RPA 1951 : Disqualifies 
electoral candidate once they are 
convicted of Criminal charges

● This ban does not apply to a 
candidate undergoing a criminal 
trial

● Can a Criminal vote though? Section 
62 of RPA 1951 : 
○ Individual in lawful custody of 

police
○ Serving sentence of 

imprisonment after conviction
○ Undertrial prisoner
○ Preventive detention is 

exception

Public Interest Foundation v. UOI 
2020:

● PIL in 2011 : “Prevent individuals 
against whom criminal charges have 
been framed from contesting 
elections”

● Supreme Court : 
○ Parliament’s prerogative to 

disqualify such candidates
○ Election Commission shall 

widely publicise candidates’ 
criminal antecedents.

○ Political Parties shall publish 
entire criminal history of 
Candidates in local & national 
newspapers
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Relocation Issue under FRA 
2006

What is NTCA?

Statutory Body

WPA 1972

Chairperson : 
Minister of 

Environment & 
Forest

Project Tiger 1973 
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Q1. Consider the following statements 
regarding the World Health Organization 
(WHO):

1. WHO’s primary function is to set 
international health standards but does 
not provide financial assistance to 
countries.

2. The Director-General of WHO is 
appointed for a 6-year term, with a 
possibility of reappointment.

3. The WHO headquarters is located in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 only
b) 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the Smart Cities Mission: 

1. All Indian cities are eligible for funding 
under the mission.

2. The mission encourages cities to adopt 
the Public-Private Partnership model for 
implementation.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding Data Localisation:

1. Data localisation mandates that all data 
generated within a country must remain 
stored exclusively within its borders.

2. The Reserve Bank of India mandates 
data localisation for all payment system 
operators in India.

3. Data localisation policies are globally 
governed by the WTO's General 
Agreement on Trade in Services.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Consider the following statements: 
1. The Indus River originates from the 

Bokhar Chu glacier in Tibet.
2. Jhelum, a tributary of the Indus, flows 

through the Wular Lake in Kashmir.
3. The Ravi and Beas rivers meet before 

joining the Indus.
4. The Sutlej river originates in India and 

flows through the Bhakra Nangal Dam
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: a

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding antivenom:

1. Antivenom is prepared by injecting small 
doses of venom into animals like horses 
to stimulate antibody production.

2. It is effective against all types of snake 
venoms without requiring 
species-specific formulations.

3. Its administration can cause 
hypersensitivity reactions in some 
patients.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) None

Answer: c




