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Heralding a “thrilling new era of success”, President Donald Trump declared

Monday that a “revolution of common sense” will guide his bold new effort to

redirect America away from the “liberal extremism” at home and “declinist

pessimism” abroad.
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Delhi’s challenge: Donald Trump will play
hardball, change rules of the game
Trump’s inaugural speech, delivered immediately after he was sworn in as President, set the stage for
what could be a hugely controversial and potentially transformational second term as American
president.
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Donald J Trump speaks after being sworn as the 47th US President in the US Capitol Rotunda in

Washington, DC, Monday. (Reuters)
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President Donald Trump promised a

"revolution of common sense" in his

inaugural speech, vowing to depart from

traditional policies and redirect America

towards traditional values, sovereignty,

and global leadership. He also expressed

a desire for peace and a rejection of wa...
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Trump’s inaugural speech, delivered immediately after he was sworn in as

President, set the stage for what could be a hugely controversial and potentially

transformational second term as American president.

Attacking America’s “corrupt establishment” that has failed to address multiple

crises at home and triggered what he called several “catastrophes” abroad, Trump

promised radical departures from America’s long-standing policies on immigration

and trade and more recent ones limiting free speech, promoting race and gender

identities, mandating green choices on consumers.

Trump did not announce any specific tariffs on trade but reaffirmed the

commitment to taxing imports to promote domestic manufacturing. He also

unveiled plans to establish an External Revenue Service to complement the Internal

Revenue Service that collects income taxes at home.

Read | Trump announces trading system ‘overhaul’; new external revenue
service to collect tariffs from foreign countries

Trump also reversed American policies on constraining growth to protect the

environment and prevent climate change. Highlighting the importance of reducing

inflation, concerns about which have been at the heart of wide-ranging support he

got in the elections, Trump declared that he is gutting climate controls and

unleashing America’s energy production, including the drilling of the “liquid gold”

under American soil.
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Trump promised to rebuild the US economy, renew traditional American values,

reclaim American sovereignty, regain control over borders, restore America’s

global primacy, and reinvigorate American leadership in the outer space frontier,

including the planet Mars.

Trump highlighted his aversion to wars abroad and promised to be a

“peacemaker.” For Trump, defending America’s borders from alien invasion and

securing America’s citizens from criminal gangs is more important than defending

nations in distant lands. He is ready to deploy American armed forces to achieve

these tasks at home rather than pursue military adventures abroad.

ADVERTISEMENT

Also Read | Two genders, colour blind society, troops on US-Mexico border:
What Trump announced in his inaugural address

That does not mean Trump is willing to give up his assertive claims on the Panama

Canal. Trump omitted any references to Canada and Greenland but announced

plans to rename the Gulf of Mexico as ‘Gulf of America’. Contrary to widespread

criticism, Trump is not an isolationist but will pick his fights carefully and

decisively where he believes American interests are clear and tangible.

Much like his near magical comeback to power, Trump hopes to propel America

towards the pole position in the international system. All major interlocutors of

Washington – both friends and foes – must prepare to engage with an America that

is quite different from the one that they have been familiar with since the Second

World War.

India, which has seen its relationship with the United States steadily rise along an

upward arc over the last two decades, must now prepare to deal with a

Rotunda of the US Capitol in Washington, as former President Joe Biden looks on. (AP photo)

President Donald Trump gestures during the 60th Presidential Inauguration in the Rotunda of the US

Capitol in Washington. (AP photo)

🇮🇳 REPUBLIC DAY 
Get 2-Year In

Subscription

1/21/25, 9:49 AM Delhi’s challenge: Donald Trump will play hardball, change rules of the game

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/delhis-challenge-donald-trump-will-play-hardball-change-rules-of-the-game-9789890/ 3/6

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvd969PTZXwaChtZVuEhNUAarEo18gFBH2A2NywbT17CfaIh2lAwAmys_s2PlRjsXiuzwOZTUjo6oIB4SmiQq4jZirCmEAMNYA67NzZiXtna7pw8xp2s2PGaoNyysSO5VUkXisB3YvGhCAd18Q3ZyolU0DHBtO_AOjnMNWSKURd7eSi_DvAfwNE1yRRPwomUX20hL4LQ-SgkXTcSxkDmMDYwLrCnEWJ9Z2IJx5vPnRL2pBSG-ChMJNl-9rv0Y_7_PSGwfTOX0arCZR9R6heeZ2O-dXx7EGFL0cLKEZzmcGHIYNUWK1xHZ37uxs9gVWSU19hO7g5n8RuRzRgt5U2wBlUjQ3-7muso4NHnE954af3Hntwnb1a4BWEp7lfsDubNfTEBp3ycAhtEc7sNaf12PtDJ8Oo0r8pcdpPSi6T26ALBA&sai=AMfl-YTX3HXwvf8i7RUD3VcU9voThWdTk8t5vczWw2cdaYevxDYVZ9mfzLgDo1pOAPNXjFUTgrL9OI9zCiHVUa5-eCE4k3hegxZdNeHdhTcKwRCWwr9b5i_TgMToW1E&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFt-QApPrSQeEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/266712;9198398;5128035;211;0/?gdpr=0&ft_impID=B15425A0-8AF4-43D3-B654-92C83297A2A0&g=6180EE8033BF0E&random=686232.0996506301&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N743069.2294508INDIANEXPRESS/B33147303.413270873;dc_trk_aid=605502628;dc_trk_cid=228982724;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=${GDPR};gdpr_consent=${GDPR_CONSENT_755};ltd=;dc_tdv=1
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/rump-second-term-immigration-border-policy-economic-policies-space-exploration-9789741/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/rump-second-term-immigration-border-policy-economic-policies-space-exploration-9789741/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/lucknow/
https://indianexpress.com/about/donald-trump/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/companies/celebrate-republic-day-2025-with-the-indian-expresss-exclusive-offer-9788296/
Highlight



transactional Trump, who is determined to put America First.

Some policymakers in Delhi might feel Trump’s hardball realism will be easier to

engage with than the liberal hypocrisy and condescension that has long marked US

foreign policy. With Trump, it would seem, what you see is what you get.

Also Read | Donald Trump’s new equations with Big Tech leaders: What is at
stake for Google, Meta, Apple & Microsoft?

Yet Delhi will have challenges ahead, especially on trade and immigration. It will

have to temper its tendency to take the relationship for granted and marshal all its

negotiating skills at give and take in advancing ties with an assertive Washington

under Trump. Internal reform in India could be critical in dealing with the many

consequences of Trump’s radical solutions to “Making America Great Again.”

In acting quickly and decisively on several complex issues, Trump is keeping his

word not to waste even a moment this time around. It is also perhaps practical

since he will become lame duck after the mid-term elections set for November 2026.

The focus will then turn to the race for presidency in 2028 and the election of

Trump’s successor.

Trump, then, is ready to go full tilt for the next two years. His speech and the

decisions today suggested there is no holding back. Although sceptics, including

liberals, environmentalists, and human rights activists, will denounce the talk of a

“golden age,” Trump can count, at least for now, on expansive domestic support–

from the corporate and tech titans, the working classes, and social conservatives.

Trump also pointed to the growing support among the Black and Hispanic

minorities for his agenda.
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Trump has sounded the bugle for prolonged battle against liberal hegemony that

has long dominated America’s domestic and foreign policy. Given its global weight,

President Donald Trump speaks as Vice President JD Vance watches at Emancipation Hall after the

60th Presidential Inauguration. (Photo: AP)
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America’s internal war will inevitably envelop America’s relations with the rest of

the world.
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