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Third launchpad at Satish Dhawan Space
Center: Why was Sriharikota chosen as
India’s spaceport?

The SDSC is the country’s only spaceport from which spacecraft and satellites are launched. It became
operational on October 9, 1971, with the flight of ‘Rohini-125°, a small-sounding rocket, and was initially
known as SHAR (Sriharikota Range)
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Attack on Saif Ali Khan: Crime
Branch ropes in ‘encounter
specialist’ Daya Nayak

Cities 55 min ago

Mumbai police teams are trying to track
down the intruder who attacked actor
Saif Ali Khan with the Crime Branch
overseeing the probe under ‘encounter
specialist’ Daya Nayak. In-charge of the
Crime Branch’s Unit IX, Nayak has been
involved in 84 encounters. He is known...

PSLV C40 in XL configuration before launch at the Satish Dhawan Space Center (SDSC) in Sriharikota in

2018. (Photo: Wikimedia Commons) More Explainé§W ALL SHORTS >
EXPLAINED
The Union Cabinet on Thursday (January 16) approved the setting up of a third What are the key
launchpad at the Satish Dhawan Space Center (SDSC) in Sriharikota — a spindle- takeaways from the Israel- ™
; Hamas ceasefire
shaped island on the east coast of Andhra Pradesh.
agreement?
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The new launchpad will help Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) to become EXPLAINED
ISRO Docks SpaDeX

Satellites in Space: Why
currently developing. does it matter?

future ready to use the heavier Next Generation Launch Vehicle (NGLV) that it is
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The SDSC is the country’s only spaceport from which spacecraft and satellites are EXPLAINED | dropped to lc

Lancet commission

. . . . . proposes new definition
small-sounding rocket, and was initially known as SHAR (Sriharikota Range). But in for obesity: All you need

launched. It became operational on October 9, 1971, with the flight of ‘Rohini-125’, a

September 2002, the space centre was renamed Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR to know

to honour mathematician and former Isro Chairman Satish Dhawan. EXPLAIND
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How was Sriharikota selected as the launch site?

The hunt for choosing an ideal location for launching India’s future satellites goes Bengaluru

back to the 1960s when India decided to indigenously develop satellites and their Must Read

launch vehicles. The program was being spearheaded by Vikram Sarabhai, the SPORTS -

founder of the Indian space programme, who told his fellow scientist and a close BCCI issues curbs on 2 |
associate EV Chitnis to look for a launch site on the east coast of the country, personal staff, family ) \‘ui.

travel, endorsement
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according to ‘From Fishing Hamlet to Red Planet: India’s Space Journey’, a book
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In March 1968, Chitnis contacted then Director of Industry of Andhra Pradesh, Abid

including Sriharikota. In an interview, quoted in the book, Chitnis said: “In August,

Vikram Sarabhai had a survey of that (Sriharikota). He took The Hindu newspaper’s TECANOLOGY . .
. Apple deepens its India
Dakota; you know those people had a plane. So we flew over on that and in October focus with an online store

we acquired about 40,000 acres. So fast! You know, the speed with which we could app

move and get things done was amazing!”
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it is on the east coast which facilitates the launching of the rockets in an easterly with trauma

Why was Sriharikota chosen?

There were two primary reasons for selecting Sriharikota as the launch site. One,

direction. Two, its proximity to the equator.

“By launching a rocket eastwards, one can take advantage of Earth’s rotation. For a
launch site close to equator the magnitude of the velocity imparted due to Earth’s
rotation is about 450 m/s, which can lead to substantial increase in the payload for a
given launch vehicle. Geostationary satellites must necessarily be in the equatorial
plane. So, for such satellites, closer the launch site is to the equator the better it is,”

the book mentioned.
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There were other considerations also, such as it was a largely uninhabited area and
closer to the sea. This helped ensure that the flight path of launch vehicles or

rockets is entirely over the sea, so that impact of separated rocket hardware can

Why MTech

take place on the high seas without any constraints, the book further added.
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Who was Satish Dhawan?

Born in Srinagar, Dhawan was an Indian rocket scientist, known as the ‘Father of
Experimental Fluid Dynamics research’ in India. He is also one of the foremost

researchers in the field of turbulence and boundary layers.

In 1972, Dhawan succeeded Vikram Sarabhai as the Chairman of Isro. According to
the space agency’s website, “In the decade following his appointment, he directed
the Indian space programme through a period of extraordinary growth and
spectacular achievement... His efforts led to operational systems like INSAT- a
telecommunications satellite, IRS - the Indian Remote Sensing satellite and the
Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) that placed India in the league of space faring
nations.”
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It was after his death in 2002 that the space centre in Sriharikota was renamed the

Satish Dhawan Space Center to honour his legacy.
© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd
This article went live on January seventeenth, twenty twenty-five, at twenty-two minutes past two in the

afternoon.

TAGS: Explained Sci-Tech Express Explained

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/launchpad-satish-dhawan-space-center-sriharikota-9784017/ 3/5


https://indianexpress.com/about/explained-sci-tech/
https://indianexpress.com/about/express-explained/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsthhTCa_31dK2mTv1vXECsceavW8WbSiQCZ4FaevJ9khGmGvFHe0Ig2Ij3VzlDYi5_YepTKw-_YtWm9-_nDG-7YcPdIQdIAJQzsz5R-V1l-adnkQaed93U8JB91a8QIKA-uSYK4Km6kF9GN9hmGu50pCdPIw7q_VbdSQANxuhD8x8-dcqcGp6c3UmP5momnSzC0WthGilo0WE0Kn8I3qf8EwlJBrSZ8iffvklt215uEnf6u3w0Qwrz-gdOoUmM2wAcF9vypfj8PfSJFzYlTe_nig5iOAxApFVPz3e84U-Z5vKt70sQy2JsRWuT111kLPpXIp6vWMeydhCN2oAECoVKsiNVkZDHrC3AIxAV2tNERq7tMLM6vBS5agoNVn0yaO6Uo6D1Qjl7R4DUYWYSUVHWnaZJ1_oM5NbhvCtdEgmxEzmBDMi0mrkB1y1l48rqDzkIQn70K&sai=AMfl-YR13hFH_K0DS9jPgiC1HdV_AnqxAPSRB0A89jpnxx82N95AWBU3k7C560u6SvLbcs9pcZqrEby0OJUYGjHRe8bd8HmWRwPUtXbiZk62C0V22X6t-5m8D0aOg18&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCaJqfthtV9N&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/all-access/%3Futm_source%3DIEsite%26utm_medium%3DBanner%26utm_campaign%3DBackfill
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsthhTCa_31dK2mTv1vXECsceavW8WbSiQCZ4FaevJ9khGmGvFHe0Ig2Ij3VzlDYi5_YepTKw-_YtWm9-_nDG-7YcPdIQdIAJQzsz5R-V1l-adnkQaed93U8JB91a8QIKA-uSYK4Km6kF9GN9hmGu50pCdPIw7q_VbdSQANxuhD8x8-dcqcGp6c3UmP5momnSzC0WthGilo0WE0Kn8I3qf8EwlJBrSZ8iffvklt215uEnf6u3w0Qwrz-gdOoUmM2wAcF9vypfj8PfSJFzYlTe_nig5iOAxApFVPz3e84U-Z5vKt70sQy2JsRWuT111kLPpXIp6vWMeydhCN2oAECoVKsiNVkZDHrC3AIxAV2tNERq7tMLM6vBS5agoNVn0yaO6Uo6D1Qjl7R4DUYWYSUVHWnaZJ1_oM5NbhvCtdEgmxEzmBDMi0mrkB1y1l48rqDzkIQn70K&sai=AMfl-YR13hFH_K0DS9jPgiC1HdV_AnqxAPSRB0A89jpnxx82N95AWBU3k7C560u6SvLbcs9pcZqrEby0OJUYGjHRe8bd8HmWRwPUtXbiZk62C0V22X6t-5m8D0aOg18&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCaJqfthtV9N&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/all-access/%3Futm_source%3DIEsite%26utm_medium%3DBanner%26utm_campaign%3DBackfill
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/isro-docks-satellites-space-9782013/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/isro-docks-satellites-space-9782013/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/
https://indianexpress.com/section/political-pulse/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/mumbai/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/india-mtech-degree-industry-9782357/

