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The 23rd Law Commission was notified on September 2. Here is all you

need to know.

Written by Damini Nath
New Delhi | September 6, 2024 09:57 IST
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The tenure of the previous Law Commission chaired by former Karnataka High Court Chief Justice Ritu
Raj Awasthi ended on August 31. (File Photo/Pixabay)

The commission has been notified at a time when some key items on the BJP’s
agenda, including the implementation of a Uniform Civil Code and holding
simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, were given a fresh push

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his Independence Day address.

Commission and importance

> I
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The commission is usually chaired by a retired judge of the Supreme Court or a
HighICoWDt, and has legal scholars as members. Serving judges can also be

appointed to the commission, according to the notification on the appointment of

the new panel.
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The 22 Law Commissions appointed since Independence have submitted a total 289
fEportSitohegovernmentd The government is under no obligation to accept the
reports; however, the commissions’ recommendations have over the decades led to
the enactment of important legislation including the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973 (CrPC), and the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009
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The process of scrapping more than 1,500 obsolete central laws was taken up by the
government after recommendations for their “immediate repeal” in reports
submitted by the 20th Law Commissic

Constitution of the 23rd panel

The September 2 notification issued b Department

says the panel will have a full-time ch 3 including a

Sports

i


https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/all-access/?utm_source=Homepagebanner&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=Chaicreative
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/all-access/?utm_source=Homepagebanner&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=Chaicreative
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/hema-committee-report-workers-rights-9549435/?ref=explained_recommended_read
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cbi-arrests-principal-commissioner-income-tax-rs-10-lakh-bribery-case-9536436/?ref=explained_recommended_read
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/hc-comes-to-rescue-of-6-du-aspirants-asks-st-stephens-to-grant-them-provisional-admission-9530201/?ref=explained_recommended_read
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/epaper/
http://indianexpress.com/my-express/
https://indianexpress.com/section/upsc-current-affairs/
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/political-pulse/
https://indianexpress.com/section/business/
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/ahmedabad/
Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel


Home ePaper MyExpress UPSC India Explained Opinion Politics Business Entertainment

L1Lc LJCSCIL l1alilo allu .LJCSJ.OJ.CILLVC UCPCU. ULLLITILLLO A0 TA UllIL1lU 11IT11LLYTLO. 111C

commission’s term will be until August 31, 2027.

ADVERTISEMENT

The chairperson and four full-time members can be serving SC or HC judges or
“other category of persons”, who can in theory be any expert chosen by the
government. The notifications of the 2020 (22nd) and 2015 (21st) commissions also
said this, but the two commissions were headed by Justice Awasthi and former

Supreme Court judge Justice B S Chauhan respectively.

The chairperson and members of the 23rd Law Commission are yet to be named.
The decision will be taken by the Appointments Committee of Cabinet chaired by
the Prime Minister, government sources said. The chairperson and members of the
22nd Law Commission were named only in November 2022, which was effectively

when the commission’s work started.

A serving judge, if appointed to the commission, serves until retirement or expiry of
the panel’s term, whichever is earlier, and gets no additional remuneration apart
from the usual judge’s salary. In the “other” category, a chairperson is entitled to
Rs.2.50 lakh as monthly salary and a member, Rs.2.25 lakh. The member-secretary

must be an officer of the Indian Legal Service of the rank of Secretary.

Terms of reference of panel

The terms of reference of the 23rd Lay ne as those
of the past few commissions. The first hich are no
longer needed or relevant and can be Standard

Operating Procedure (SoP) for periodi 3 for the
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The Prime Minister’s call last month for a “secular civil code” reflects the Directive
Principle that the “state shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil
code throughout the territory of India”. The 22nd Law Commission also looked into
this question; but, its views are not known — the chairperson assumed office as a
member of the Lokpal in March, before the Law Commission could submit its

report to the government.

The 23rd Law Commission is also mandated to examine laws that affect the poor,
carry out a post-enactment audit for socio-economic legislation, and review judicial

administration to make it more responsive to the needs of current times.
What 22nd panel said

The 22nd Law Commission presented 11 reports, including one in April 2023 that

recommended that Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, the widely criticised law

against sedition, should be retained. The commission cited threats to internal
security, including from Maoists, militancy in the Northeast, terrorism in Jammu &
Kashmir and the Khalistan movement to back its recommendation. However, the
commission did recommend certain amendments to “bring about greater clarity

regarding the usage of the provision”.
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