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The story so far:

The recent spate of renewed violence in Manipur has once again triggered the discussion around Centre-State relations and the use of
emergency provisions by the Centre.

What is our federal set-up?

What are emergency provisions?
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interfere in the State’s administration under Article 356, it must be by or under some obligation which the Constitution imposes on
the Centre. Hence, Article 355 was incorporated to check any arbitrary or unauthorised use of Article 356.

’

What have the courts ruled?

. Reasons varied from loss in Lok Sabha elections

to deterioration of law and order in the States. It was only after the StipiemelGouitSicategoricaljidgementinithelSIRIBOmmailcase

On the other hand, the scope of Article 355 has been widened by various Supreme Court rulings. In State of Rajasthan Vs Union of
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What are the suggestions?

The Sarkaria Commission on Centre-State Relations (1987), the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution
(2002), and the Punchhi Commission on Centre-State Relations (2010) have all opined that Article 355 not only imposes a duty on the
Union but also grants it the power to take necessary actions for the effective performance of that duty: Imposition of the President’s
rule under Article 356 must be used as a last resort in situations of utmost gravity and urgency.

The situation in Manipur is grave. Large-scale violence against innocent civilians, women and children; looting of ammunition from
police armoury; drone and missile attacks targeting civilians cannot be viewed as just an ordinary breakdown of law and order.
Constitutional as well as political expediency, considering that the same party is in power at the Centre and the State, has resulted in
Article 356 not being invoked. However, under Article 355, all possible instructions and actions should continue to be pursued to
restore normalcy at the earliest.

Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and author of ‘Polity Simplified. Views expressed are personal
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