What is happening in IHR towns?
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Wastepandivaté® Planning institutions in these States often fail because they use
models copied from the plains and have only limited capacities to implement these
plans. City governments are short of human resources by almost 75%. For instance, in

and2o2oshcowediaZsis8%lifciease Water bodies have eroded by almost 25%, from 19.36

square kilometres to 14.44 square kilometres. These areas have been taken over by built-
up real estate, increasing from 34.53 square kilometres to 60.63 square kilometres, a rise
from 13.35% to 23.44% of the total municipal area. Nearly 90% of the liquid waste enters
water bodies without treatment.

Why is this happening?

fEMmperatiies This has led to water scarcity, deforestation, land degradation,
biodiversity loss, and increased pollution, including plastics. These pressures have the
potential to disrupt lives and livelihoods, impacting the socio-ecological fabric of the
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Current

tourism in the IHR often replaces eco-friendly infrastructure with inappropriate,
unsightly, and dangerous constructions, poorly designed roads, and inadequate solid
waste management, which leads to loss of natural resources damaging biodiversity and
ecosystem services. Ecotourism, emphasising environmentally friendly tourism, is
crucial for long-term sustainability.

What needs to be done?
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Consultant-driven urban planning processes should be shelved for Himalayan towns,
with the urban design based on climate resilience.

Author is former Deputy Mayor, Shimla, and Member, Kerala Urban Comimission.
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