What was the tussle over Covaxin
IPR? | Explained

What are the rules for patenting the intellectual property rights of a vaccine?
Why was the ICMR not included?
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The story so far: The maker of the indigenous coronavirus vaccine, Covaxin, Bharat
Biotech International Limited (BBIL), has admitted to an “inadvertent error” in patent

biotechnology companies, it had failed to include scientists from the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) as co-inventors in the Covaxin patent filings.

What kind of rights govern vaccine patents?

India’s patent laws govern both product and process patents. Product patents grant an
inventor a monopoly over, say, a drug. Process patents bar competitors from making a
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To be sure, while companies are free to file for a product or process patent in as many
countries as they can afford, a patent is only granted after regulatory authorities grant
them one or are convinced that this process is indeed novel or inventive. BBIL, as far is
publicly known, hasn’t yet been granted these patents

What were the roles of BBIL and ICMR?

Beyond transferring the strains and making vaccines, the agreement said, ICMR would
also test these vaccines on animals — rodents to monkeys — and then on people to

BBIL and ICMR collaboration, it was generally accepted that both entities would
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contribute to the vaccine and would therefore hold “joint intellectual property rights,
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Why does being cited as an inventor matter?

adjivant==wWithotheneompanies. [ a single product thus involves multiple entities

and collaborators, being listed as an inventor has a bearing on the sharing of
intellectual property rights, royalties and even determining how a product can be used.
There is no field of human activity that is untouched by disputes over IPR. In patent
filings, not listing out all the inventors — in the U.S especially — could even lead to
patent applications being rejected.
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