The allegations over NEET-UG
202/ | Explained

Why has the Union government told the Supreme Court that it will cancel the
score cards of candidates who have been awarded grace marks? How did the
National Testing Agency respond to the various charges against the conduct
of the exams?
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Several student groups protesting at freedom park against alleged irregularities in NEET-UG, 2024, in
Bengaluruonjune11. | Photo Credit: MURALI KUMAR. K

The story so far:
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What happened?

What are charges against NEET 2024?

However, this is not the only charge or case in court against NEET 2024. This year there
has been a litany of charges that go beyond a question paper leak, including the slow
distribution of question papers; providing the wrong question paper; wrong OMR
sheets; and technical delays.

Editorial | A NEET mess: On the conduct of the medical entrance test

In the past, the exam has been dogged by charges of poor organisation and inadequate
planning, besides inconsiderate rules on what candidates are allowed to wear to the
exam hall.

All these charges sparked protests from students and political parties across the
country. Political parties called for a fair investigation of the charges and called on the
government to conduct a fresh NEET exam. Students had the same demand, to re-
conduct the test, on the grounds that the question paper leak had facilitated some
students scoring full marks, or, giving them an unfair advantage. Experts and students
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pointed to how the very idea of starting NEET as a common entrance exam to regulate
medical admissions in the country and ensure quality-control of the process would be
defeated in the light of all the reported violations.

In response, the NTA had appointed a four-member committee to go into allegations
made against the conduct of the NEET exam in 2024. This panel’'s recommendations
have now found their way into the court also.

What was the NTA’s response?

What next?

However, the test has been around for nearly a decade, and it is reasonable to assume
that its teething troubles are over. Preventing fraud and application of mind (on the part
of the invigilators to give extra time to students who did not have adequate time) should
be eminently possible, certainly by the government agencies.
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