The socio-ecological effects of
LPG price hikes

What are the schemes launched by the Government of India to increase the
uptake of LPG connections?
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Has the govt. pushed LPG use?
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What are suitable alternatives?
While the act of collecting fuelwood gives the people cooking fuel, it also degrades the
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Devising locally acceptable, suitable, and sustainable alternatives to fuelwood is
impoitantitoisecurethieforestspwildlifelandlocalsiliveliioods) Work is ongoing with
the West Bengal Forest Department and Joint Forest Management Committees to help
four villages acquire saplings of high fuelwood value on the conditions that they will be
native species, prohibited from logging, unpalatable to elephants and will be
maintained by locals. Alternatives like efficient cooking stoves, optimised shade tree
density in tea plantations, and multi-stakeholder meetings for resource governance are
also in the works.

What next?

Our findings suggest that the LPG price rise, especially over the last decade, could cause
socio-ecological crises in places where there are no viable alternatives to fuelwood and
socio-economic deprivation is common. Future governments must focus on making,
and keeping, LPG affordable. At the same time, they also need to endeavour to free solid
cooking fuels from socio-ecological endangerment, like, say, with a national policy on
introducing smokeless cooking stoves that consume less fuelwood.

Priyanka Das is a fellow at the Coexistence Consortium.
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