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Niti Aayog report finds ‘huge
gap’ In cancer screening at
Ayushman centres

Centres meant to screen over-30s for oral, breast, cervical cancer annually
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This report was prepared by Niti Aayog’s Health and Family Welfare vertical in June last year. It has not
been made public yet.
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astyearthasnotbeenmaderpublicsies. It is learnt that its findings have been
shared with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
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Also Read | Under Ayushman Bharat, top treatments: cardiology, cancer,
general surgery, orthopaedics

It is learnt that three-member teams of NITI Aayog visited a total of 93 HWCs across
SZdiStrictSin2iStatesiandionENUNIGNNTErFifory over a period of four months (from

mid-December 2022 to early April 2023) to track the progress and functioning of the
HWCs. The states include Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Jammu &
Kashmir, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Tripura, and Uttar Pradesh.

Niti Aayog has decided to conduct a fresh “evaluation” of the HWCs - in March this
year, it issued a Request for Proposal (RFP), inviting proposals from national and

international firms for this.

ON UPSC | USE CODE:
aet20% Express .. EUnSc20.
Discount sunscmpmu BUY NOW

When contacted, an official declined to comment but said that the gap is

attributable to “low levels of awareness,” and “lack of capacities.”
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Also Read | Cervical Cancer: ‘Prevent the preventable and Kkill it before it kills
you’

ereimeantiobetrainedinthesehreeScCreeningmethiods Also planned was the
training of Medical Officers and Staff nurses. “THeSeequireintensivetraininganc

eXtentithatiwasiexpectea,” said an official.

“Screening for breast cancer is being administered by educating beneficiaries to
undertake self-examination. BEoViSioRoFSCrecningloficervicallcancemisietitone
Operationalizea. Screening for oral cancer is performed on a case by case basis,
depending on tobacco consumption habits or any other visible symptoms.

Presently, suboptimal cancer screening activities are a huge gap,” the report noted.

Must Read | Ayushman Bharat: Cuts expenses, expands health care net, gives
Centre imprint across states

The NITI Aayog teams also found that the HWC staff had limited or no knowledge of
the fact that the screening for hypertension and diabetes needed to be done on an

annual basis.
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The gaps in cancer screening are significant in view of the government’s focus on
prevention and detection of cancer at an early stage. In its manifesto, the ruling BJP
has announced to “expand the existing health services focussed on the prevention
and reduction of Anaemia, Breast Cancer, Cervical Cancer and Osteoporosis,
ensuring a healthy life for women.” The party has also announced that it will

launch a “focused initiative to eliminate” cervical cancer.
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