
CONTEXT: Several Political parties has promised in their election manifesto to 
include Disability as “specific ground for discrimination” under Article 15 of the 
Constitution.
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“WHO IS A DISABLED PERSON?”

ISSUES FACED BY DISABLED PERSONS

● Social Stigma :  Limited Awareness 
● Exclusionary system: Eg - CRP of 

Supreme Court report on District 
Court complexes: 
○ 50% do not have ramps
○ 25% have availability of 

Wheelchairs 
○ 5% have tactile paving 

● Loss of Dignity , Independence & 
Privacy 

● Poor State of Health Infrastructure 
● Poor access to Education 
● High level of Unemployment 
● “Economic Deprivation”: 

● Eg - WHO : Avg disabled 
person spent ₹2477 monthly 
on healthcare 

● UNCRPD : “Invisible Minority”: 
● 1.3 Billion globally
● 80% : Developing countries 
● 70% : Rural areas 

● Impact of Climate Change 

STEPS TAKEN
● Adoption of UNCRPD in 2006
● Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Act 2016 
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● Accessible India 
Campaign 

● Deen Dayal Rehabilitation 
Scheme 

● ADIP : Modern technology 
aids

● UDID : Unique Disabilities ID 
Card

● SPARK Project: 
○ ILO & IFAD
○ Maharashtra 

● GLAD Network : UNESCO 
● Chhattisgarh 

Government: “Nominate at 
least 1 disable person in 
each panchayat” 



CONTEXT: Exercising its power under Article 142 to do “complete justice”, Supreme 
court recently allowed a rape survivor to terminate her 30 week pregnancy.
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WHAT IS INDIA’S LAW ON ABORTION? 

● Inclusion of “Unmarried” women 
● Section 3B : Increased Upper 

gestational limit to 24 weeks for 
“Special categories” of women: 
○ Survivor of rape
○ Victim of incest
○ Vulnerable women
○ Change in marital status during 

pregnancy 
● Prevention of Privacy : Prohibits 

disclosure of identity 

ISSUES WITH MTP ACT 2021

● “Limitations beyond 24 weeks” 
● Enhance “Psychological impact”

● Violation of “Right to Body 
autonomy” 

● Lack of “Accessibility” to Safe 
abortion 

● Different interpretations of “Foetal 
Viability” 

“PRO - LIFE VS PRO - CHOICE 
DEBATE” 

PRO - CHOICE: 
● “Body autonomy” 
● Roe vs Wade Judgement 1973 
● “Transformative 

Constitutionalism” : Bhaton Boro 
vs State of Assam 2017 

● KS Puttaswamy Case 2017 
PRO - LIFE : 
● Fundamental Right of “Unborn 

Child” 
● Embryo as separate “living entity” 
● SC : Refused to allow termination of 

pregnancy to “protect right of 
unborn baby” 



CONTEXT: The article highlights the issue of “Tax evasion” by MNCs and various 
steps taken by Government of India to curb such practices in light of recent India - 
Mauritius treaty. 
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ISSUES OF TAX EVASION 
● Base Erosion & Profit Shifting : 

○ Eg - 4% of Global GDP stored 
in “Tax havens” 

○ USD 1 Trillion in Tax havens 
equivalent to 35% profit 

● “Race to Bottom” countries 
● Effective Tax rate equivalent to 0% 
● “Greenwashing” to earn “Green 

Tax credits” 
● Treaty Shopping 
● Round Tripping

STEPS TAKEN
● Equalization Levy: 

○ Budget 2016 : 6% on Non - 
resident service providers 

○ Finance Act 2020 : 2% on E- 
commerce operators

● Multilateral Instrument (MLI) under 
OECD: 
○ Option to select “Tax treaties” & 

swift amendments
○ Principal Purpose Test (PPT) 
○ Anti - Avoidance Rule 

● Global Minimum Tax (GMT): 
○ Subject to Tax Rule (STTR)



CONTEXT: Recently released report highlights the issue of Global Warming being 
faced by European countries & steps taken by European Union.
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FINDINGS 

● UN’s WMO & EU’s Climate Agency 
“Copernicus” 

● “Fastest” Warming content
● Average SST for Ocean : Highest 

annual level in 2023
● IMPACT: 

○ Wildfires
○ Heatwaves
○ Glacier Ice Loss
○ Lack of Snowfall
○ Economic Loss 

STEPS TAKEN BY EU

● Paris Agreement 2015: 
○ Reduce GHG emission by 

55% by 2030
○ Climate Neutral by 2050

● “Fit for 55” Package: 
○ 40% Renewable energy
○ 36% improvement in Energy 

efficiency 
● Green Deal : “Just Transition 

Fund” 
● Social Climate Fund 
● Emission Trading System (ETS) 
● Carbon Border Adjusted 

Mechanism (CBAM) 



CONTEXT: Recently Operation “Meghdoot” completed its 40th anniversary 
highlighting the achievements of Indian Soldiers by securing strategic 
Siachen Glacier.

OPERATION MEGHDOOT

● Bone of Contention: 
○ Karachi Agreement 

1949
○ Simla Agreement 1971

● Pakistan’s attempts in 1980s

● India’s Response: 
○ Expedition led by Col. 

Narinder “Bull” Kumar
○ Operation Meghdoot : 

14th April, 1984 
○ IAF & Indian Army 

● Securing strategic passes of 
Soltoro Ridge: 
○ Sia La
○ Bilafond La
○ Gyong La 
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PRELIMS SNIPPETS

1. Mahavira:

● 599 - 525 BCE
● Born - Kundalgrama , Vaishali (Digha 

Nikaya)
● One of 24 Tirthankaras: 

○ Predecessor : Parshvanath 
● Renunciation : 30 years
● “Kevala Jnana” : 

○ 43 years
○ Jrimbhikgram on bank of 

Rijupalika river 
● 1st Sermon: 

○ Pava
○ 11 Gandharas 

2. INSV Tarini:

● Indian Naval Sailing Vessel 
● Historic transoceanic expedition of 2 

months: 
○ LC Dilna K
○ LC Roopa A 

● To Port Louis, Mauritius 

3. Star Campaigners:

● Section 77 of RPA 1951 : Law related to 
expenditure incurred by “leaders of 
party” popularly known as “Star 
Campaigners”: 
○ Recognised Party : Max 40
○ Unrecognized Party : Max 20

● Expenditure incurred on “travel” is 
not included in election expenditure 
of Candidate: 
○ ₹95 lakh in Large constituency 
○ ₹75 lakh in smaller 

constituency 
● ECI : Revoke status in case of 

violation of MCC 

4. Llama 3:

● Large language model (LLM)
● By Company Meta
● Backbone of AI chatbots : 

comprehend and generate human 
language texts 

● Examples: 
○ Chat GPT : Open AI
○ LaMDA : Google
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