Why are Rohingya refugees risking their lives at sea?

Which are the countries that are currently seeing an influx of Rohingya
refugees?

The story so far:

their lives or went missing, marking the highest death toll since 2014.

Who are the Rohingya refugees?

religiously distinct from the majority Buddhist population in Myanmar. The Rohingya

claim to have lived in Myanmar’s Rakhine State for generations, but successive
governments in the country have disputed their ties, labelling them illegal

immigrants from Bangladesh.



Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel

Yuvrajsinh Gohel


out in Rakhine, driving more than 7.5 lakh people to seek sanctuary in Bangladesh to
escape the brutality of security forces. Entire villages were razed, families were torn
apart, and severe human rights violations were reported. The United Nations has
described the 2017 violence as “ethnic cleansing”. A 2018 UN fact-finding commission
claimed the Myanmar government had “genocidal” intent against the Rohingya.

Why sea journeys?

These overcrowded
camps lack basic human necessities, forcing the Rohingya to live in harsh conditions.
There is a shortage of food, access to water is inadequate, sanitation facilities are
missing, healthcare is insufficient, and children are growing up without formal

education.
Security conditions also have deteriorated over the years due to gang violence and
alincreaseliniarsoniattackSiRIcampPS Over 60 Rohingya were killed in Bangladeshi

camp clashes in 2023. With the option of returning to Myanmar virtually impossible,

and worsening conditions in relief camps in Bangladesh, GiliNcieasingnumpberios

(RemIGRCKEyboatSHrOMIBAREISHESAONREGRESIE The treacherous voyages with

inadequate space and in the absence of basic supplies take weeks and sometimes
stretch into months. Horrifying accounts of abuse during the journey, including
violence against women, have been recorded. Many do not survive the journey.

What about the rising death toll?

StretcRESIoRWatERIRERENNGHIE Last year, the number of people embarking on sea

journeys increased by 21%. The UNHCR reported a 63% increase in deaths or
disappearances compared to 2022. The report also highlighted the significant spike
in the number of Rohingya arriving in Indonesia via sea in recent years. The number
of Rohingya refugees that arrived in Indonesia increased by 1,261% between 2021
and 2023. While 64% of the refugee boats docked in Indonesia last year, compared to

22% in 2022, only one boat carrying 83 individuals reached Malaysia, according to
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