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Decoding India-China Relations:
● Mix of ‘3Cs’
● Modern Geopolitical Complexities

Evolution of Relationship

● Ancient Era: Cultural and Religious 
Ties: Buddhism & Silk Route; 

● Medieval Period: Limited 
interactions; Maritime trade 
between India and Southeast Asia

● Colonial Era (18th-20th Century): 
Shared experience of Western 
exploitation; Tagore’s Visit; Shared 
anti-imperialist sentiment

● Post-Independence Cooperation 
(1947–1959): PRC in 1950; 
Panchsheel Agreement (1954);  
Differences over Tibet arose

● Conflict and Estrangement 
(1962–1988): Sino-Indian War 
(1962), Sikkim (1967) and 
Sumdorong Chu Valley (1987); 
Diplomatic Freeze

● Normalization and Strategic 
Rivalry (1988–Present): 

- Improved Relations 
(1988–2008)- Rajiv Gandhi’s 
visit; 1993 Peace and 
Tranquility Agreement

- Recent Challenges 
(2008–Present) - Border 
Disputes; Skewed Trade 
Relations; Geopolitical Rivalry

Issues & Challenges

● Border Disputes and Territorial 
Claims: LAC - frequent standoffs; 
Aksai Chin & Arunachal; ‘dual-use 
villages’

● Economic Imbalances and Trade 
Deficit: ‘massive trade deficit’; 
Exponential rise in exports from 
China; ‘Consistent’ backdoor entry 
into India

● Water Resource Disputes: Control over 
upstream rivers; constructed multiple 
dams - Medog; no water-sharing treaty 
between the two countries; Hydrological 
data

● Cyber Threats: Frequent cyber attacks 
in India; Banning of Chinese apps

● Regional Influence Competition: BRI’s 
CPEC; port facilities - dual purpose; 
military cooperation with Pakistan

● Diplomatic and International Forums: 
India’s NSG & UNSC membership; Deep 
inroads in Latin America, Africa

Importance of China for India

● Raw Material Dependency: India's 
largest trading partner; Heavily reliant 
on Chinese supplies; >70% APIs, 
electronic components; 80% of its total 
solar imports

● Technology and Digital Infrastructure: 
Despite bans, Chinese dominance; 
Chinese smartphone; Critical 
telecommunications & Battery tech

● Investment and Expertise: Technical 
expertise; Several Indian startups- 
substantial Chinese investments

● Trade Route Dependency: SE Asia - 
RCEP Members; South China Sea and 
Malacca Strait
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Way forward for India

● Economic Diversification and 
Self-Reliance: domestic manufacturing 
capabilities - PLI, Semiconductor 
Mission; Strategic partnerships - Japan, 
South Korea, and EU nations; Boost 
MSMEs; standards and certification 
processes

● Strategic Military Modernization: Along 
the LAC; Enhance surveillance 
capabilities; mountain warfare 
capabilities

● Regional Leadership Enhancement: 
Increased assistance; BIMSTEC, IORA; 
alternative supply chain networks- SCRI

● Diplomatic Engagement Strategy: 
Dialogue through multiple channels; 
Active participation in multilateral 
forums; issue-based coalitions; 
Continue ‘strategic autonomy’

Editorial: Mutual Steps Required for 
Trust-Building

● Steps by China: Assure Security; Support 
India's Rise; Respect Equality

● Steps by India: Avoid Power Asymmetry 
Narratives; Maintain One China Policy; 
Reduce Anti-China Sentiments

Trust-Building Actions: Low-Hanging 
Fruits

● Restart Direct Flights
● Increase Visas
● Journalist Exchange
● Lift App Bans
● Boost Trade and Investment: Indian 

Imports; Greater FDI from China

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION:
"The India-China relationship is 
characterized by a mix of cooperation 
and competition, influenced by historical 
border disputes, economic 
interdependence, and regional 
geopolitics. Critically Analyze”

(15 Marks, 250 words)

Decoding India-China 
Relations

The 
Analyst 
Handout

25th December 2024
CONTEXT: NSA Ajit Doval visited Beijing for the Special Representatives' talks, 
resuming the dialogue mechanism after a four-year hiatus following the 2020 
Galwan Valley clashes.



What is Gig Economy?
● Labor market - short-term, 

freelance or 
contract-based work 
arrangements

● Often facilitated through 
online platforms

● Represents a shift 
towards a more flexible, 
task-based and 
on-demand workforce

● Independent contractors, 
freelancers, or part-time 
workers
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Major Challenges Faced by Gig Workers in India?
● Lack of Basic Rights and Social Security
● Precarious Employment and Income Insecurity
● Algorithmic Management
● Exploitation and Unfair Treatment
● Health and Safety Risks
● Lack of Collective Bargaining Power
● Digital Divide and Skill Gaps

Government Initiatives and Schemes

● Code on Social Security, 2020 - extending social 
security benefits; Social Security Fund

● e-Shram Portal - to register unorganized workers; 
UIN; access benefits; As of Feb, 2023 - over 280 
million unorganized workers 

● Skill India and Digital India Initiatives - upskilling 
and digital literacy programs; access better 
opportunities

● State Government Initiatives - State Gig Workers 
Welfare Board in 2021 - Karnataka 

● Labor Welfare Schemes - PMSYM; after the age of 
60

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION:
“Gig Economy in India offers great potential to 
transform the overall labour market and enhance 
economic returns. However, it faces some serious 
challenges which need adequate policy response. 
Discuss.”

(15 Marks, 250 words)

Way Forward
● Legal Recognition and 

clarity -  “employees”
● Improving Social 

Security Coverage -  
Social Security Code 
needs faster 
implementation

● Minimum Wage and 
Work Hour Regulation

● Digital and Financial 
Literacy Programs

● Platform Accountability 
- algorithm 
transparency, fair 
compensation, and 
grievance redressal 
mechanisms

● Welfare Boards and 
Worker Cooperatives

● Health and Safety 
Standards
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What is Quantum 
Computing?

The 
Analyst 
Handout

25th December 2024

SYLLABUS :  GS 3:  Science & Technology
Newspaper : The Hindu Page No : 14 



EC’s Election Rule 
Amendment

The 
Analyst 
Handout

25th December 2024

SYLLABUS :   GS 2 : Elections
Newspaper : The Hindu Page No : 14



Q1. Which of the following government 
initiatives and schemes are related to the 
welfare of gig workers?

1) The Code on Social Security, 2020
2) The e-Shram Portal
3) The Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi 

Maandhan (PMSYM) 
4) Skill India and Digital India Initiatives

Select the correct answer using the code 
given below:

a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) All of the above

Answer: d

Q2. Consider  the following statements : 

1) Digital computers process information 
using binary bits (0 or 1), whereas 
quantum computers use quantum bits 
(qubits).

2) Quantum computers are significantly 
faster than digital computers for all 
computations, including basic arithmetic 
operations.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q3. Which of the following arrangements 
shows the correct decreasing order of the 
remittances received by different countries in 
2024?

a) India>Mexico>China>Philippines> 
Pakistan

b) India>China>Mexico>Philippines> 
Pakistan

c) China>India>Mexico>Philippines> 
Pakistan

d) Mexico>India>China>Philippines> 
Pakistan

Answer: a

Q4: Consider  the following statements 
regarding the National Sample Survey Office 
(NSSO): 

1) The NSSO was established in 1991 with the 
primary aim to provide a statistical basis 
for economic planning and policy 
formulation. 

2) The NSSO is an agency under the Ministry 
of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI) of the 
Government of India.

3)  The primary function of NSSO is to 
conduct large-scale surveys on issues 
related to national income and poverty 
levels, among others.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: c

Q5: Which of the following is NOT a principle of 
regenerative agriculture?

a) Maximise Soil Disturbance
b) Rebuilding Organic Matter and Soil 

Fertility
c) Integrating Livestock and Animals
d) Use of Agroecological Practices

Answer: a
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