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MAINS PYQs
1. Explain the rationale behind the 

Goods and Services Tax 
(Compensation to States) Act of 2017. 
How has COVID-19 impacted the GST 
compensation fund and created new 
federal tensions? (2020)

2. Enumerate the indirect taxes which 
have been subsumed in the goods 
and services tax (GST) in India. Also, 
comment on the revenue 
implications of the GST introduced in 
India since July 2017. (2019)

3. Explain the salient features of the 
Constitution (One Hundred and First 
Amendment) Act, 2016. Do you think it 
is efficacious enough “to remove 
cascading effect of taxes and 
provide for the common national 
market for goods and services”? 
(2017)

4. Q. Discuss the rationale for 
introducing the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) in India. Bring out critically 
the reasons for the delay in rollout for 
its regime. (2013)

Basics

● GST Bill  introduced in 2014
● The Constitution (101st 

Amendment) Act, 2016. 
○ Central GST- 
○ State GST:  
○ Integrated GST : to cover 

inter-state trade.
● GST Council

○ Article 279A 
○ Chairman - FM of India
○ Members-  nominated by 

the state governments
○ Centre will have 1/3rd 

voting power, States 
have 2/3rd.

○ Decisions are taken by 
3/4th majority.

Features:
● Applicable On supply side
● Destination based Taxation
● Input tax mechanism

 Advantages:
● Increased Revenue
● Eliminates cascading effect
● Create common market
● Increased Ease of doing business
● Reduced corruption and leakages
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CONTEXT: In its 55th meeting the GST Council deferred taking a decision on several 
pressing issues.



Mains Practice Question

Discuss the major issues in the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) in 
India. Suggest measures to 
address these challenges and 
enhance the effectiveness of GST 
as a tool for economic growth.  (10 
Marks, 150 words)

An Uncertain Tax
The 

Analyst 
Handout

24th December 2024

CONTEXT: In its 55th meeting the GST Council deferred taking a decision on several 
pressing issues.



Historical Background

Important Ministerial Conference

The GATT-ification of the WTO
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CONTEXT: A write up has appeared covering several aspects of World Trade 
Organisation



Issues Plaguing the WTO

Needed Reforms in WTO

Mains Practice Question
What are the major challenges faced by the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) in the 21st century. Suggest some reforms to enhance its 
effectiveness and relevance in the global trading system.
(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Organisation
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Prelims Pointers

● The RTE Act came into effect on April 1, 2010
●  Ensuring free and compulsory education for children aged 6 to 14 years.
● The Act applies to all schools in India, both government and private, except for 

certain exemptions.
● Private schools must reserve 25% of seats for EWS.
● Focuses on the quality of education, mandating specific teacher-student ratios 

and infrastructure standards.
● Children cannot be held back or expelled until the completion of elementary 

education (Class 8).
● States are responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Act, ensuring 

compliance with guidelines.

Centre Scraps No Detention 
Policy
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Benefits

Prelims Pointers

● A survey of villages and mapping with improvised technology in village areas 
(SVAMITVA)

● Central Sector Scheme.
● Launched-2021.
● Objective: Give ownership of property in rural inhabited areas.
● Method: mapping land parcels using drone technology and providing a ‘Record of 

Rights’ to village household owners with the issuance of legal ownership cards.
● Implementation: Ministry of Panchayati Raj, State Revenue Department, State 

Panchayati Raj Department and Survey of India. 
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Prelims Pointers

● Aimed at developing autonomous space docking technology.
● Launch vehicle: PSLV-C60.
● Two small spacecraft: Chaser (SDX01) and Target (SDX02).
● Critical milestone for future lunar missions, the development of the Bharatiya 

Antariksh Station (BAS)
● Separation dynamics:

○ Target and Chaser spacecraft will separate with an initial velocity 
difference to achieve 10-20 km inter-satellite separation.

○ Propulsion systems will be used to align both spacecraft into the same 
orbit, achieving Far Rendezvous.

● Docking and demonstration: After docking, the mission will demonstrate 
electrical power transfer before undocking for payload operations.
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Prelims Pointers

● Strategic Mid-Range Fires (SMRF) System, 
● SM-6 missiles integrated into Typhon serve primarily as short-range ballistic 

missiles capable of targeting land-based and maritime assets. 
● It can also fire the Tomahawk Land Attack Missile, a maneuverable cruise 

missile.
● A full Typhon Weapon System battery comprises four launchers, a command 

post, and reload and support vehicles, all on trailers.
● Tomahawk Missile:

○ US-made long-range cruise missile used for deep-land attack warfare.
○ It can be launched from a ship or submarine and deliver its warhead 

precisely to a target at a long range.
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Q1. Consider the following statements:
1. The Goods & Services Tax Council(GST 

Council) is a constitutional body formed 
under Article 280.

2. The Union Finance Minister acts as the 
Chairperson of the GST Council.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: b

Q2. With reference to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), consider the following 
statements:

1. The WTO replaced the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
in 1995.

2. The WTO agreements are binding on all 
member nations, regardless of their 
consent.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3.  With reference to the Right to Education 
(RTE) in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. The Right to Education is a fundamental 
right guaranteed under Article 21A of the 
Constitution.

2. The RTE Act, 2009, mandates free and 
compulsory education for all children 
between the ages of 6 and 18 years.

3. Private unaided schools are required to 
reserve 25% of their seats for children 
from economically weaker sections and 
disadvantaged groups under the RTE 
Act.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a

Q4.  Consider the following statements 
regarding the SVAMITVA Scheme:

1. It aims to provide a record of rights to 
village household owners in rural areas 
using drone technology.

2. It is implemented by the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj in collaboration with the 
Survey of India.

3. The scheme focuses exclusively on 
urban property management.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5.  Regarding the Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
system in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. The ILP system is implemented under the 
provisions of the Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulation, of 1873.

2. The ILP is required by both Indian citizens 
and foreign nationals to enter the 
specified states.

3. Currently, the ILP is applicable in all the 
northeastern states of India.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a
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