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India State of Forest Report 2023
● Forest Cover - all lands, >1 hectare, 

tree canopy > 10 %, regardless of its 
ownership, legal status and includes 
orchards, bamboo and palm

● Tree Cover - area covered by trees 
outside recorded forest areas

● Classification based on canopy 
density
○ Very Dense Forest
○ Moderately Dense Forest
○ Moderately Dense Forest

● Increase in Forest & Tree Cover - 
Chhattisgarh >UP>Odisha>Rajasthan

● Increase in Forest Cover - Mizoram > 
Gujarat > Odisha

● Largest forest and tree cover - MP > 
Arunachal Pradesh > Maharashtra

● Largest forest cover - MP > Arunachal 
Pradesh > Chhattisgarh

● Percentage of Forest Cover - 
Lakshadweep > Mizoram > A&N

● Bamboo area increase 5k sq km
● Mangroves Gain - Maharashtra, 

Andhra Pradesh
● Additional Carbon sink - 2.29 bn 

tonnes
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Observations in the Report

Concerns
● Mangroves Loss - Gujarat, A&N

● Western Ghats - 58 sqkm since 2013

● North East - Nagaland, Tripura, 

Meghalaya

● Moderately Dense Forest, OF

● Canopy degradation - Mizoram > Raj 

> Telangana

● Plantations included

● TN Godavarman Judgment

Impacts of Loss of Forests

Loss of Biodiversity

Water Cycle Disruption

Soil Erosion

Faster Global Warming

Livelihoods Lost - Baigas in MP

Disruption in Local Climate

Increased Flood Risk - Kerala 2018

Air Pollution
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Steps Taken

● Indian Forest Act, 1927 - 
declaration

● Forest (Conservation) Act, 
1980 - diversion

● Forest Rights Act, 2006 - 
Niyamgiri Hills

● National Forest Policy, 1988
● Environment Impact 

Assessment (EIA), 1994
● National Green Tribunal 

Act, 2010 - compensation
● The Compensatory 

Afforestation Fund Act, 
2016

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
The India State of Forest Report 
2023 highlights the trends 
related to forest cover. Discuss 
the key concerns arising from 
the report regarding the 
degradation of India's forests. 
What steps has the Government 
taken to address these 
concerns?
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Significance of the visit:
● Diplomatic Milestone
● Historical Context & Trade relations

○ INR legal tender until 1961
○ Exports $2bn
○ Investments $10bn
○ 3% of India’s crude needs

● Strengthen Bilateral Ties
● Discussion on BIT, Defence 

cooperation pact
● Diaspora Engagement
● Boosting GCC relations
● Labour welfare emphasis
● Extended Neighbourhood

Indian Diaspora: Challenges:
● Heterogeneous Nature with 

Differential needs
● Regulatory cholesterol
● Protectionism in host countries - 

Nitaqat
● Sectarian conflicts
● Discrimination, Isolation, Exploitation - 

Kafala
● Recruitment in conflict zonesRole

Promoting Indianness

Diaspora Investments

Promoting Vocal for 
Local

Remittances

Diaspora Diplomacy

Research & Innovation
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Steps Taken for Diaspora

● Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) 
Scheme, 2005

● Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas
● Pravasi Bhartiya Bima Yojana 2006
● MADAD portal
● Pravasi Bharatiya Sahayata Kendras
● Know India Program
● Indian Community Welfare Fund

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
Kuwait holds significant strategic, 
economic, and cultural importance for 
India. Discuss the significance of the 
multifaceted relationship between India 
and Kuwait, highlighting the role of the 
Indian diaspora in strengthening bilateral 
ties.
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Basics
● Direct Tax

● Wealth Tax Act, 1957

● EU Tax Observatory

Arguments in Favor
● Reduce inequality in wealth

● Funding Public Expenditure

● Discourage hoarding

● Responsibility of the rich to contribute

Arguments against
● Flight of HNW individuals

● Compliance costs - abolished in 2015

● Disputes in asset valuation

● Existing tax rates for super rich

● Efficiency of other taxes

● Harming consumption
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National Quantum Mission (NQM)
● DST - April 2023
● Quantum physics for next-gen 

communication & sensing systems
● Move beyond classical physics' 

performance limits
● Develop quantum computers, 

communication systems, and sensors
● Foster innovations in 

telecommunications, AI, and drug 
discovery

● Promote quantum satellites for 
secure communications

Quantum Satellite
● A communications satellite using 

quantum physics for security
● Secures signals against interception
● Facilitates quantum cryptography 

and quantum key distribution (QKD)

Securing Messages
● Messages encrypted using secret 

codes (e.g., WhatsApp)
● Encryption hides message content 

using complex algorithms
● Quantum computers could 

potentially crack current encryption 
methods

Quantum Cryptography & Security
● QKD for sharing secure keys
● Detects eavesdropping through 

quantum measurement
● Quantum entanglement
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QKD Implementation
● China’s QKD network: largest in the 

world with 3 quantum satellites
● Ongoing efforts to extend QKD 

distance
● Indian Astronomical Observatory, 

Hanle, identified as ideal for 
satellite-based QKD

Drawbacks of QKD
● Lack of transmission source 

authentication
● Hardware-based, difficult to upgrade 

or patch
● Increased infrastructure costs and 

insider threats
● Security limited by hardware and 

engineering designs, not purely by 
quantum laws

● Vulnerable to denial-of-service 
attacks

SYLLABUS: GS Paper 3: Achievements of Indians in Science & Technology; 
Indigenization of Technology; 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page No: 11
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Internal Justice Council

● UNGA established
● ensure independence, 

professionalism and accountability in 
the administration of justice system 
of UN

● 5 members
○ staff representative
○ management representative
○ 2 distinguished external jurists, 

one nominated by the staff and 
one by management

○ chaired by a distinguished jurist 
chosen by consensus by the 4 
other members

● IJC members appointed by Secretary 
General.

● search for suitable candidates for the 
positions of judges - UNDT and UNAT

OSLA
● legal advice and representation to 

staff, former staff, and dependents of 
UN

● who wish to appeal an adverse 
decision taken by their employer or 
who are subject to disciplinary action

● Qualified attorneys and courtroom 
advocates

UN Disputes Tribunal
● First Instance court
● 9 permanent judges - 3 full time @ 

Geneva, Nairobi, NY
● single non-renewable term of 7 years
● binding judgments relating to the 

administrative decision being 
challenged
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● 2004
● Article 338A - 89th Amendment
● NCSC bifurcated
● Composition

○ 3 year term
○ Chair
○ Vice Chair
○ Members

Functions - Article 338A(5)

● To Monitor safeguards provided for 
STs under the Constitution or under 
other laws;

● To inquire into specific complaints 
relating to Rights & Safeguards of STs;

● To advise in the Planning Process 
relating to Socio-economic 
development of STs;

● To submit report to the President 
annually and other times on welfare 
Measures required related to 
Socio-economic development of STs;

● To discharge such other functions in 
relation to STs as the President may 
by rule specify



SYLLABUS: GS Paper 2: Elections; 
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page No: 1

Amendment in Conduct of 
Election Rules

The 
Analyst 
Handout

22nd December 2024



Daily Quiz
The 

Analyst 
Handout

22nd December 2024

Q1. Regarding the India State of Forest Report 
2023, consider the following statements:

1. Forest cover includes all lands greater 
than 1 hectare in size with tree canopy 
density of more than 10%, including 
bamboo and palm plantations.

2. The state with the largest forest and tree 
cover in India is Madhya Pradesh.

3. Mizoram recorded the highest increase 
in tree cover, followed by Uttar Pradesh 
and Odisha.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements 
regarding the merits and demerits of a wealth 
tax: 

1. It encourages wealth accumulation and 
incentivizes unproductive asset hiding.

2. Wealth tax has a negligible impact on 
fiscal revenues in most economies

Which of the statements given above is/are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 Only
b) 2 Only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q3. Consider the following statements 
regarding the National Quantum Mission:

1. The mission focuses on applications in 
communication, health, and financial 
modelling.

2. It is implemented under the Department 
of Space.

3. India is the first country in the world to 
launch a dedicated National Quantum 
Mission.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q4. Regarding the United Nations Disputes 
Tribunal (UNDT), consider the following 
statements:

1. It serves as the first instance court for 
resolving disputes within the UN internal 
justice system.

2. The Tribunal consists of nine permanent 
judges.

3. Judges of the UNDT are appointed for a 
renewable term of seven years.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q5. Consider the following statements 
regarding the National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribes (NCST):

1. NCST was established under Article 338A 
of the Constitution.

2. It has the power to summon any person 
and examine them on oath, similar to a 
civil court.

3. NCST submits its annual report directly to 
the Prime Minister of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only 
c) 2 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a




